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INTRODUCTION. 



" ITie purpose of nature is development. The purpose of 
the spiritual world is upbuilding. The problem of this 
world is an edu^cational one^ the solution of which is — pro- 
ceeding a^ccording to fixed divine laws. " — Fboebel. 

The mechanic who runs his machine counter to the laws 
of that machine ruins it and his work. Success comes only 
when he grasps the thought of the inventor and proceeds 
in obedience thereto. 

Soy too, real success in cultivating intellectual and spiri- 
tual life comes only when we work in harmony with the di- 
vine plan ; that is, when we follow the laws of mental and 
spiritual growth. 

These laws are written in nature. They are pictured for 
us in plant and animal life ; in the balance of the stars, 
and even in the formation of crystals and stones. 

The plant not only receives and assimilates elements from 
the earth and air around it, but it also puts forth its own 
life in root, foliage, and flower. It builds the external into 
itself, and at the same time puts forth its internal life in 
external manifestations. Life and growth cease if either 
process is suspended. 

The same thought or plan of growth underlies the devel- 
opment of the animal. Here, too, there must be continuity 
of development and balance between the contrasting pro- 
cesses of receiving and giving forth. 

The child's mind is subject to a similar law, and is not 
an empty cabinet to be filled with fossils, but a thing of 
life which must grow by receiving and assimilating nour- 
ishment adapted to its need, and by exercising itself. The 
great effort of modem education is to present the facts and 
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truths of art, of science, of literature, and of life to the 
developing mind by methods based upon the laws of the 
mind itself. To the degree in which these fixed divine 
laws are followed, to that degree is the system of educa- 
tion good, healthftil, and developing. 

" The process of spiritual development goes on also ac- 
cording to fixed laws,'' and "these laws correspond to the 
general laws which reign throughout the universe, but are 
at the same time higher because suited to a higher stage of 
development"; and Sunday-school educators are waking 
up to the truth of this statement of FroebePs. They are 
coming to realize that spiritual truths also can be best pre- 
sented to the heart, mind, and soul of the little child by 
methods based upon the laws of growth of soul, mind, and 
heart. 

In preparing a course of Bible lessons for little beginners 
the problem before us is, to arrange a succession of topics 
that shall put before the child in childlike fashion, and 
rivet in his heart, thought, and life, the great fundamental 
truths of God, truths concerning God and our relations 
with him and with one another. In so doing, our ob- 
ject is to implant in the child the feeling, thought, and 
habit of reverence, of obedience, of love to God, of love of 
the right and of duty, of love to one another, of prayer 
and of praise, together with the horror of sin, the will to 
resist it, and simple trust in Jesus as Saviour and helper of 
those who love and believe him ; in short, to lay a living 
foundation in the child's soul that shall prepare him to 
receive, appropriate, and build into his life the truths that 
shall be presented to him, in his after-study of the Bible. 
The problem is to do all this that has been suggested — 
things we have always been trying to accomplish — in a bet- 
ter way than has been generally adopted hitherto, because 
in a way that follows the God-given laws of the child's 
unfolding nature, spiritually and intellectually. 

The two-years' course of Bible Lessons for Little Begin- 
ners, one-half of which constitutes the matter of this book, 
is the outgrowth of lectures and discussions at the Sum- 
mer School of Methods for Primary and Junior Teachers, 
held at Asbury Park, N. J., and was first written out in 
detail at the request of a sub-committee of the International 
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Lesson Committee, to whom the plan of the course had 
been submitted. 

This course seeks to prepare for the International lessons, 
by developing the child's spiritual ideas, understanding, and 
powers in accordance with the laws of his own unfolding 
mind, thus fitting him to receive from the International 
course, into which, ordinarily, he will soon graduate, greater 
benefit than would be possible without such a foundation. 

The course begins and ends with Christ. The attention, 
the interest, the heart of the child must be won for the 
great truths we would impart ; and the life of Jesus makes 
the strongest appeal possible to child nature, and will draw 
out the spontaneous love and reverence, allegiance and 
devotion of the child, if rightly brought before him. More- 
over, that life presents the best means of teaching what 
God is, and shows most perfectly the standard of right re- 
lations to man and to God. 

After the first quarter's presentation of Jesus' life, the 
lessons of the second seek to reveal further the character 
of God, showing him to be the source and sustainer of all 
things, the God of perfect love, infinite power, and un- 
wearying tenderness, and thus to strengthen the child's 
deepening reverence, trust, and desire to be a true child of 
such a Father. 

The duties which are the expression of a life of love to 
God, and consequently to man, occupy the lessons of the 
third and fourth quarters of the first year and the first two 
quarters of the second year. In the third quarter the con- 
sideration of these duties begins with the home and broad- 
ens till the horizon embraces relations with the friend, the 
stranger, the enemy, and sweeps the circle with the law of 
that universal love for mankind which, for the sake of 
Christ, is ready to serve and to sacrifice. The next three 
quarters treat of duties toward God — ^loving obedience, 
worship, reverence, prayer, penitence, praise, and trust- 
the last quarter of this section (second of second year) seek- 
ing to summarize the impressions made, showing that if 
the whole being is fully and lovingly consecrated to God, 
the feelings, the thoughts, words and deeds will be kept 
right, but that for this we must have help. 

The last two quarters of the second year present the One 
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mi^ty to help) the tliird emphumng hia life u oar ez- 
wnple and stuidud — as he was, bo sliotild we be in Ao 
wvo-ld — Qte fooith impreseing liis chaiacter as a revelalaoD 
of his Vktber and oar FUher, his Clod and our God. 

The ooorae wms to give tniths, not chiwiolc^y ; abiding 
principles, not details of history ; typical &icta in the world 
of humanity and nature tiiat inll serve as ladders for the 
stnuger, fuller grown spiiitaal understanding to mount 
upon later. It is foondatiMi woi^ not sopeistraetnie. 

Vcr whom Bie these Lessons? They aie intended for 
diildren onder »x years of age in the Sunday-school ; that 
is, for tltose who aie beginning their Snnday-school life. 
In tlte home, also, they may be used by the mother, as a 
hasia f(» the first systematic BiUical instmetion. 

Why audi a eooise? In order to lay foondataons by giv^ 
ing experienties, kiadii^ to knowledge of foets, and helping 
tiie ehild to prMtise Chnstaanity fran the fir^ 

P^ytdudogwal methods have no saving ^caey in litem- 
aelves, bat we bdieTe the God whose law is woiked oat in 
tite deTekftment td mental and spiritual life intends that 
BUtaK shoold be ad^ited to tiie stage of progress. 



SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS. 



Lessons 1-14 constitute a group, the aim of which is : 

a. To implant and develop the thought of Jesus* and so hIso of 
his Father *s kindness, love, and power, thus giving the idea of 
a personal, loving God. 

b. To draw out the child *s spontaneous love, confidence, and 
wonder. 

c. Thus laying foundations of — 

Reverence, for one so powerful and so kind. 

Obedience, loving to please him. 

Sense of Sin, anything that grieves him, or is unlike him. 

Hope of Salvation, by trusting him. 

Love of Heaven, his beautiful home. 

Prayer, talking with him and his Father. 

Lessons 16-26 aim : 

a. To augment previous impressions. 

b. To make clearer the conception of God, his power and love. 

c. To increase personal devotion. 

d. To stimulate love and care for God's works and to suggest 
duties toward them. 

Lessons 27-39 aim : 

a. To teach obedience to parents and superiors, fostering care 
of the younger and weaker, unselfishness, forbearance, forgive- 
ness, fidelity, love, kindness, good temper. 

b. To stimulate love to all men, because all are the children of 
God. 

c. To impress the active service-giving side of love. 
Lessons 40^2 aim : 

a. To give an increasing knowledge of God and to stimulate a 
growing devotion to him, as acquaintance with him deepens 
through the revelation of his character in his dealings with 
men and in their relations to him. 

b. To make clearer, through illustration, some of the duties and 
privileges of life, e.g., obedience to God, reverent worship, 
prayer. 



XIV SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS. 

In teaching these lessons begin with the "point of contact." that 
is, the point in the child^s life which touches and illuminates the 
lesson. In the first lesson, for instance, this would be the child *s 
daily sense of hunger. 

Then use the "link" with the last lesson, intertwining it with the 
"point of contact," if desired. 

Tell the story, taking care to emphasize the "teaching points" 
suggested, and noting whether its telling is calculated to and really 
does produce the "results aimed for." 

The "golden text," or its substance, should be repeated several 
times in the course of the story or teaching, gradually drawing it 
from the children, and letting them repeat it several times. Be sure 
to ask for it the following Sunday. 

Music has always been recognized as a great power in all religious 
work. With little children it not only arouses feeling and stimu- 
lates to high resolves, but it affords a vehicle of expression for«mo- 
tions of love and praise and it will be remembered long after much 
of the merely spoken word is forgotten. The words of all, and music 
of several, of the suggested songs are printed in the back of the book, 
and it is hoped that each teacher using the Lessons will avail herself 
of this aid in impressing the truths taught. 

The value of pictures as an aid in lesson teaching can hardly be 
over-estimated. The blackboard work carries the child along with 
the story and his vivid imagination clothes even crude lines with 
life and beauty. But his mental picture will be much more perfect, 
and his memory of the lesson made much stronger, if a finished 
picture can be shown at the close, especially if he tells to his teacher 
the story which he sees there. At that time any mistaken ideas 
which he may have of the lesson can be rectified and the truth made 
clear and impressive. 

These Lessons have been used by several teachers in churches 
which make the church year the basis of Sunday-school instruction, 
and have been found well adapted to the purpose. Of course, Easter, 
Palm Sunday, and other special days will not always come where 
the lessons for those days are placed in this book ; but the teacher 
can easily transfer those lessons to suit the requirements without 
disturbing the harmony of the course. 



Lesson I* 

JESUS HELPING THE HUNGRY. 

His Great Power and Kindness. 

Golden Text. — He hath fillbd the hungbt with good things.— 

Luke 1 : 58. 

Passages for tiie Teacher's Stody^ with Analysis* 

Mark 6 : 30-44, and parallel passages, Matt. 14 : 13-21 ; 
Luke 9 : 10-17 ; John 6 : 1-13. 

Mark 6 : 30-32. Jesus and his disciples cross the lake 
V. 33. Multitudes follow on foot. 
V. 34. Jesus teaches them all day. 
V. 35. Evening approaches. 

Vv. 35, 36. The disciples counsel to dismiss the throng. 
V. 37. "Give ye them to eat." 
John 6:9. The lad and his lunch. 
Mark 6 : 39, 40. The orderly seating. 
V. 41. A blessing asked and given. 
Vv. 41, 42. The people supplied and satisfied. 
Matt. 14 : 21. Number and composition of throng. 
Mark 6 : 43. That which was left. 
John 6 : 46. Jesus' intimacy with the Father. 
. Vv. 47-51. Christ the bread of eternal life. 
Vv. 63, 54. The source of the only true life. 

The Lesson In Outline* 

Point of Contact, — ^Hunger. 

Tecushing Points. — Jesus' love and power shown in his 
helpfulness. He is still the same. 

Results Sought. — The sense of Jesus' kindness and power 
a foundation for reverence. Love awakened for him. Rev- 
erence and love the grounds for obedience. Notice (a) the 
obedience of all to Jesus here ; (b) the prayer for blessing 
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and its answer. Through the impression of Jesus' kind«i, 
ness and love a preparation for recognizing his Father's char* 
acter foreshadowed by his own. Presentiment that deeds 
are the expression of true sympathy. 

Picture* — Feeding the five thousand. ' 

Hymn Suggested. — Second staaza, Ko. 1. 

BUckboard Hinti. 

Note. — The outline sketches to which these hints refer 
do not pretend to be pictures, merely chalk-work to use if 
the teacher so desires, as blocks might be used to fix the 
eye and hold the attention while the child's imagination 
clothes them with life. 

While the sketches are neither pictures nor maps, they 
seek to be true to the general contour of land, the relative 
positions of places, the impressions of buildings, etc., that 
error may not be introduced to confuse in after-use of maps 
and illustrations. 

It is strongly recommended that in preparing for each 
lesson the teacher draw the sketch several times with paper 
and pencil, enlarging it, in order that the relative propor- 
tions of hills, rivers, houses, trees, etc., may become so 
thoroughly familiar that no reference to the sketch shall be 
necessary while actually using the board. 

Much freedom in class work of this nature can be gained 
by going through the lesson by one's self, orally and on 
one's feet (if this is the posture before the class), turning 
constantly to the wall, if no better facilities offer, to draw 
upon it imaginary lines and strokes at the appropriate 
points in the lesson. 

Mothers, or teachers who may use these lessons in the 
home, will find the making of the sketch upon slate or pad 
all-sufficient. 

When talking of the lad's going out into the fields and 
of what he saw, sketch rapidly the outlines of the hills and 
lake; then the stroke representing the lad in the fore- 
ground. Kext the boat and figures of Jesus and his dis- 
ciples on the shore. Throughout these lessons let the 
stroke representing Jesus be always a little taller and 
heavier than those near him. This the children will not 
interpret as indicating stature, but showing the figure of 
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special interest. Now draw the approaching throng on the 
shore. Erasing the group, make the dotted line to the 
hill crest and draw them again. Then represent the great 
multitude on the hillside and trace the lad's way to the 
group where Jesus stands. 

TEe Lesson TsmghU 

Open the lesson with a few questions, and a brief talk 
with the children, about the supply of their own hunger, 
calling attention to the kindness and love that provides that 
supply, and stimulating and drawing forth their conscious 
expression of grateful love iq return, thus on the human 
plane preparing for a similar exercise of the spiritual nature, 
on a higher plane. 

Approach to the Lesson. — Did you have breakfast to- 
day? And did you? And you? Did you all? And yes- 
terday too? Who made it ready for you? [If some say, 
the servant, ask who told her what to make ready.] But 
didn't you want any more bread and butter all day? And 
when dinner-time came, did you have some? And at sup- 
per-time? How kind mother is to have something all ready 
when you need it. She knew you would be hungry, and 
she was sure to have something for you to eat. Did you 
thank her for it? Maybe you never thought about it. 
Wouldn't you like to say thank you to dear mother to-night 
when you have your supper? Then she would know you 
thought about what she does, so lovingly, for you. 

Did any of you go away last summer, out into the fields, 
and not go home to dinner or supper? What did you take 
with you? And when you got hungry, then mother took 
it out, and there was nice bread and butter ready and so 
many good things. Dear mother, she doesn't forget how 
hungry her little people will be, and she has something 
ready for them. 

The Lesson Presented. — Would you like to hear about a 
little boy who went out in the fields, and about his lunch, 
and what became of it? I will tell you. He lived in a 
town far away across the sea, and it was long ago, this day 
when he went out into the fields with his lunch. I suppose 
his mother knew he would be hungry, so before he went 
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she put up the lunch for him. What do you think it was? 
[Some will probably say bread and butter.] Yes, there 
was bread, but I think you would have called it queer 
bread. Kot white slices like that you eat, but each piece 
was hard and flat like a cracker, brown and large and round, 
and there was no butter at aU. There were one, two, three, 
four, five of them, little loaves, something like this [show 
pilot bread, explaining it was not so white, etc., or cut out 
and show a brownish pasteboard disc] . There was some- 
thing else, too. Guess. No — two little fishes ! 

Off the little boy went, out into the fields, where the hills 
stood, all covered with green grass and flowers. There was 
the lake whazse the waters spi^id themselves out and looked 
up at the sky, and the sky looked down at the lake till the 
water was as blue as the sky. What was the little boy do- 
ing? I don't really know. Maybe he was taking care of 
the sheep, for there were many sheep out in the fields near 
the lake. 

That day there came a boat across the water and a mau 
with such a kind face got out on the shore, and then the men 
who had come in the boat with him got out, twelve of them. 

[As this number would convey no meaning to many of 
the class, twelve children may be called on to stand in a 
row, telling the class there were just so many. Or, using 
the blackboard, with sketch of boat and shore, make marks 
for the twelve men, letting the children count as you draw, 
thus giving them something to do together.] Then they all 
walked up on the hill, and the little boy saw other men 
coming, walking around the shore ; and women, and little 
boys and girls, and more men and women, so many of them, 
all coming to the man with the kind face. They stood 
around him, and he was talking to them. The little boy 
came too, and heard the kind man talking. How the peo- 
ple were listening I They loved to hear him talk. [Show 
picture.] 

By and by the sun got over in the west. Now, when the 

sun went down it would be and the people would have 

to go home. Just then one of the kind man's friends be- 
gan to say to him, " Send the people away, that they may 
go into the cities and into the villages and buy themselves 
bread, for they have nothing to eat." But Jesus, the 
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kind man, said : You give them something to eat. But the 
man hadn't a bit of bread. None of Jesus' friends had 
any. None of the people who had come there had brought 

any bread. No one had, except f I think the little 

boy must have heard them talking, for he came and gave 
his lunch to one of these men who had gotten out of the 
boat, and the man brought it to Jesus. Then Jesus said. 
Make the men sit down. So they told all the people to sit 
down in long rows, and they sat down on the green grass. 
There were so many people, more than could sit down in 
this church, yes, in ten great churches. Then Jesus took 
the little boy's lunch, the j&ve loaves and two fishes, and he 
looked right up toward the sky, and began to talk to some 
one. To whom? What was he saying? I don't know just 
the words, but I know he was thanking God, his own dear 
Father, for the little boy's bread and fishes, and asking 
him to bless them. Then Jesus blessed them, and broke 
the bread into pieces, and said to his twelve friends. Give 
the bread to the people. So they went to the people with 
it, and the little boy could see how one of them gave a piece 
of bread to this man and this man, and then do you think 
there was any left? But there was ! Then a piece to this 
man and this, and this — and then? But still there was 
some left. Could you or I have done that? And then he 
gave to another, and another, and then? Ah ! there would 
have been none left, but Jesus made it enough. So they 
kept on giving the bread away, and the fishes too, till all 
those men, — men enough to fill ten churches, you know, 
and all the women and all the little boys and girls, — had a 
piece of bread and some fish. 

When all the hungry people had eaten and were filled 
with the good food, Jesus saw the little pieces they did not 
want lying on the ground, and he said. Go and pick them 
up ; so his friends went and picked them up, twelve great 
baskets full of the little pieces the people threw away. So 
Jesus made the bread and fishes enough for all the men and 
women and children. He had filled the hungry with good 
things. 

Then Jesus told all the people it was time to go home, 
so they all went home. When they were going, I wonder 
if any of them stopped to say anything to dear Jesus be- 
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cause he had given them their sapper? What do you think 
it would have been nice for them to say? — I don't know 
whether they did, but I know Jesus was glad to give them 
their nice supper, to fill the hungry with good things and 
send them home happy, because he loved them so much. 

The Truth Emphamzed. — The little boy who brought his 
lunch went home too. Do you think he told his mother 
what happened to it, and about all the people who were so 
htingry and who didn't bring any lunch, and how Jesus 
had filled the hungry with good things? Do you think he 
could tell her the name of the kind man? Yes, I think he 
told her it was . 

And when you go home to-day, will you tell your moth- 
ers all about the little boy and his lunch? How many 
pieces of bread did he have? What else? To whom did 
he give them? And what did he do with them? Were 
there many people? Was there enough supper for them 
all? How could there be? Ah ! yes, Jesus could do that, 
he could make it enough, and he loved the people so much 
he wanted to help them and make them glad. ^' He hath 
filled the hungry with good things." Can you say that? 
(Eepeat several times.) Will you remember that verse to 
tell your mothers, and next Sunday when you tell me the 
story you can tell me these words, — what are they? 

If you had been there with the little boy that day, and 
had eaten the supper Jesus gave, what would you have said 
to him for the supper? Yes, I'm sure you would have 
wanted to say that ; you like to thank the people who help 
you, don't you? But, — did you know it? — Jesus does do 
things to help you every day. Yes ; if it wasn't that dear 
Jesus and his Father take care of us, now, every day, we 
would not have had any breakfast this morning, nor yester- 
day, and we should not have any to-morrow ; but he does 
take care of us. And now because Jesus and God, his dear 
Father, do love us and take care of us, wouldn't you like to 
tell him we thank him? Then let us say, " Thank Him, 
thank Him, all ye little children " [children repeat]. "He 
is love. He is love " [children repeat]. Shall we say it 
again? Would you like to sing " Thank Him " ? [Sing it 
softly to the children ; then all sing several times softly. 
Close with a short prayer of thanks.] 



Lesson 2* 

JESUS HELPING A BUND MAN. 

Example of His Power over Disease and Its LoyIdr Use. 
Oolden Text. — ^Thb blind receive their sight. — Matt. 11: 5. 

Passages for tfie Teacfier's Study* with Analysis* 

Mark 10 : 46. The setting of the lesson. 

V. 47. Jesus' reputation, and Bartimeus' cry for help. 

V. 48. The persistency of conscious need. 

V. 49. Jesus recognizes that need. 

V. 50. Bartimeus' eager obedience. 

V. 51. Jesus asks his petition. 

V. 52. The granted blessing followed by service. 

Luke 18 : 43. Bartimeus and the multitudes give praise. 

Luke 4: 18, 19. Jesus' mission to the blind and needy. 

Parallel passages. Matt. 20 : 29-34 ; Luke 18 : 35-43. 

The Lesscm in Otttline* 

Link. — The hungry people had been helped. Others 
came to Jesus for other help ; e.^., Bartimeus, a blind man. 

Point of Contact, — Going to mother with all kinds of 
trouble. Why? She loves and helps. So people went to 
Jesus. Or J Some blind person known. Or, Shutting their 
eyes. 

Teaching Points, — Jesus' kindness, power, and love. 

Results Sought, — Sense of his kindness and power deep- 
ened. Feeling of reverence and love strengthened. Im- 
pression: {a) another example of obedience; (h) the suc- 
cession of petition, blessing, praise, service. Eeflection: 
we owe kindness to the blind. 

Picture, — Christ healing the blind. 

Hymn Suggested, — Second stanza of Ko« 1. 
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BlackfxMrd Hints* 

After sketching hills, village, trees and road, draw the 
strokes representing Jesus, his disciples and the people 
following. Bartimeus a heavy stroke at right of road 
Then the figures about him commanding his silence. When 
Jesus calls him, erase Bartimeus, draw dotted line and 
place before the Saviour. 

Tbe LesBoo Taught* 

Approach to the Lesson. — Boys, when you tore your jack- 
et sliding down hill, could you make it all good again? 
To whom did you go with it? Did mother fix it for you? 
That was kind of her, wasn't it? 

Who of you has ever had a bum? Who wrapped up 
your finger in nice soft cloth? Dear mother ! She knew 
what to do to make it feel better, and how glad she was to 
help the poor burnt finger. 

When baby falls down and hurts himself, who picks him 
up, and kisses him, and makes him laugh again? Yes ; for 
mother loves baby dearly, and thinks about him all the 
time, and loves to make him happy and take care of him. 

And when you come in hungry, to whom do you run to 
ask for some bread and butter or a cooky? Yes, you go to 
mother all the time, don't you? and she helps you in, oh, 
so many ways, — because she loves you so much. 

Now, do any of you remember some people I told you 
about last Sunday, who were hungry? Where were they? 
Whom had they gone to see? They loved to go where he 
was, for he was so kind. Did they carry anything to eat? 
Not any one of them? And when it was getting late, how 
did they feel? Then they were in trouble, for they were 
far away from home, and they would be tired and faint be- 
fore they could get back and have supper. 

Who was it that had brought his lunch? What did he 
do with it? What did Jesus do to help the people? Tell 
me about it. 

[Guide the children, by questions, to give the principal 
points of the story, bringing out its "teaching points," and 
making sure that an impression has been made that looks 
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toward the desired "results." For instance, give them an 
opportunity to state that when Jesus told the people, or his 
friends, to do this or that, they did it, yet do not try to 
teach a lesson on obedience here. Have the golden text 
repeated in the telling of the story.] 

Jesus had filled the hungry witii good things, so they 
were not in trouble any more. They went home feeling 
glad. When they got home to their friends, what do you 
think they said? Yes, I am sure they told them what had 
happened, and soon all the neighbors and friends of these 
people in all the different villages from which they had come, 
heard about Jesus' giving them bread when they were so 
hungry. " How kind he is ! " they thought ; and " What won- 
derful power he has ! No one else could have done that ! " 

There were a great many people who were not in trouble 
because they were hungry, but who were in trouble in other 
ways; and when they heard about the kind Jesus who 
could do such wonderful things, a great many came and 
asked him to help them, and he did; for he loved them all 
so much. Would you like to hear about a man who sat out 
on the street all the days, to ask people to help him, and 
about Jesus' coming by one day, and how he helped the 
man? 

The Lesson Presented. — Let us all shut our eyes for a 
minute. How would you like to be like this all the time? 
Would it not seem dreadful to us if we could not see our 
friends, or any of the beautiful things in God's world? 
You may open your eyes now, and I will tell you about this 
man who sat by the roadside begging. He was blind, so 
he could not earn money, and he could not see the people 
who were passing along the road ; but he could hear, and 
as he listened to the sound of the feet he knew that a great 
crowd was coming. He asked some people near him why 
there was such a crowd, and they answered, "Jesus of 
!N'azareth is passing by." The blind man, whose name was 
Bartimeus, had heard about Jesus, and knew what wonder- 
ful things he could do, and how willing he was to help, so 
right away he began to call to him, saying, "Jesus, have 
mercy on me I " What do you think he wished Jesus to do 
for him? Of course you know that he wished Jesus to 
make his eyes so he could see. The people standing near 
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tried to make him stop, but he only called the louder. Do 
you think that Jesus heard? Yes, he heard, and stopping 
in the road he said to those nearest to him, " Call the man 
to come to me." Then the people said to Bartimeus, "Be 
of good cheer : rise, he callelJi thee. " What good news that 
was for the poor man, and how quickly he got up, threw 
aside his cloak so that he might go the faster, and guided 
by the people, came to Jesus. Jesus said, " What wilt thou 
that I should do unto thee? " and the blind man answered, 
"Lord, that I might receive my sight." Do you think that 
Jesus could give sight to the blind eyes? Yes, he could do 
that which no one else could do, and he loved the man so 
much that he was glad to help him. 

When Bartimeus found that he could open his eyes and 
see, what do you think was the first thing he did? He 
would wish to thank the kind Friend who had given him 
his sight, would he not? And then I think he would like 
to be near Jesus and see him all the time ; and so he fol- 
lowed Jesus in the way. 

The Truth Emphasized. — What did Jesus give Barti- 
meus? So Bartimeus received his sight. What was he 
before? Jesus opened the eyes of other blind people, too, 
so our verse says, "The blind receive their sight." Can 
you say that? Are you not glad that Jesus could do this 
wonderful thing and that he was willing to help? Let us 
sing " Thank Him " again. 



• • 



Lesson 3. 

JESUS HELPING A LAME MAN. 

Another Example of Loving Kindness. 
Golden Text. — ^The multitude wondered when they saw . 

THE LAME TO WALE. — Matt. 15: 81. 

Passages for tbe Teacher's Studyt with Analysis* 

Mark 2 : 1. All Capernaum heard of Jesus' coming. 

Verse 2. The gathering to hear him. 

Luke 5 : 17. Many receive healing. 

Verse 18. Efforts of the cripple's friends. 

V. 19. Their persistence and success. 

V. 20. Jesus' response to the man's greatest need. 

Vv. 21-24. The proof of his power to forgive (omit). 

V. 24. The command of healing. 

V. 25. Complete restoration followed by praise. 

V. 26. The people join in praise. 

Parallel passages. Matt. 9: 2S; Mark 2: 1-12. 

The Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — Another who needed help, but could not come to 
Jesus himself. His friends helped him to come; they 
brought him. 

Point of Contact. — Some lame person. Or, an old per- 
son confined to the bed, who cannot walk. (>r, being sick 
themselves, unable to get up and walk about. 

Teaching Foint. — The readiness of Jesus' kindness, love, 
and power. People asked his help. He gave it. They 
praised. 

Results Sought. — Enlarging view of Jesus' kindness, love, 
and power. Consequently a growth of confidence, and 
resulting love, reverence. Lnpression : people helped on§ 
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in trouble. Sin the source of trouble. Eeflection : help- 
fulness is due the lame. 

Show Oriental house. 

Picture, — Jesus heals the man with palsy. 

Hymn Suggested. — First stanza of No. 1. 

Blackboard Hints* 

First draw the street and outlines of houses. Next the 
four friends approaching the house where Jesus was teach- 
ing ; then the group around the door. Erase four friends 
and their burden and draw again at A. Make stairs. 
Erase group again and draw the four figures on housetop. 

The Lesson Tatigiit* 

Approach to the Lesson, — How many of my little people 
have ever been sick? We have almost every one been sick 
a little. Have any of you been so sick you had to lie in 
bed? [Do not ask for a show of hands in response to this 
question, nor indeed to any question, for the younger chil- 
dren, not comprehending fully, will imitate others and make 
the response unanimous; so neither the class nor the 
teacher will get any sense from this method, which should, 
therefore, be reserved for matureir intelligence.] 

How you must have wanted to get up and run about like 
the other children. Could you? How hard it was to lie 
so still day after day ! And the doctor came to see you? 
Did he make you well all in a day? He was a good, kind 
doctor, but he had to come many days before he could say, 
" Now you can get up and walk and run and play just the 
same as ever." How glad you were when the doctor said 
that ; and how good it seemed not to have to lie on your 
back any more. 

Do you know any one who is sick and has to lie on the 
bed all the time? [Let the children mention some invalid 
if they are acquainted with any ; if not, tell them of some 
one well known in their own town, should such a case ex- 
ist, otherwise draw the illustration from elsewhere.] It is 
harder to be sick like that than it was for you to be sick 
just for a few weeks, is it not? 

Just think, he can never walk out in the beautiful sun- 
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ilhine, nor see his friends except when they go to him ; there 
are so many pleasant things that a sick person cannot do, 
and then he has a great deal of pain to bear beside. 

1%6 Lesson Presented, — ^A long time ago in that land 
where Jesus fed the hungry people and gave sight to the 
blind man, there was a man who was very sick and so lame 
that he could not stand upon his feet or walk at all. Can 
you think of some one who had helped other people, and 
who could surely help this man? Yes, and Jesus was in 
the very city where this man lived, but in a house in anoth- 
er part of the place. Could the man go to Jesus? No, he 
could not walk ; but he had some kind friends, and when 
they found out where Jesus was they went and took the 
lame man to the house. There were four of them, and 
they each took hold of a comer of the thin mattress that 
the man was lying on and carried him in that way. 

But when they reached the house they found every door 
crowded with people. Jesus was talking inside and every 
one wanted' so much to hear what he was saying that they 
were not willing to move even to let the sick man get near 
Jesus. What do you think the friends did? They would 
not give up and take their sick friend back home, so they 
tried to find some other way. The house was like this 
[show Oriental house, or make one from a pasteboard box], 
one story high, and with a flat roof and stairs going up out- 
side. Jesus was in the middle of the house, which was a 
kind of court, and the roof over that part was not very 
strong. The men by listening could tell where he was, and 
over that place they made a hole in the roof, and when it 
was large enough they let their friend down right in front 
of Jesus. 

Every one there could see that the man was sick and 
lame, and they knew what he wished Jesus to do for him ; 
but Jesus, who could see his very thoughts, knew that he 
needed to be forgiven for the wrong things he had done, 
even more than he needed to have the sic^ess taken away 
from his body; so he said to the man, "Thy sins are for- 
given thee.'' Then he said, "Arise, take up thy couch, and 
go unto thine house." The people looked with surprise 
when they saw that man who had been so very sick, and 
whom no one had been able to help before, stand up and 
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take up the mat on which he had been lying, and walk out 
of the house before them all, praising Grod f or the wonder- 
ful thing that had been done for him. The people, too, 
praised Grod and said to one another, '^ We have seen strange 
things to-day." [Teach Golden Text.] 

The Truth Emphasized. — [Draw the story from the chil- 
dren with the help of a picture. After talking of the praise 
of the people, teach the verse "Praise Him," and sing the 
two stanzas they now know. Close by leading the children 
to think of ways in which they can help the lame, and with 
a prayer of praise to Jesus for his kindness and of petition 
for help to make us kind like him.] 



Lesson 4. 

JESUS HEALING THE SICK. 

Generalization: His Ability and Willingness to Cure AU Diseases. 
Oolden Text. — He healed many that weke sick. — Mark 1: 34. 

Passages for tbe Teacliei^s Sttidy, with Analysis* 

Mark 6 : 54. The recognition of Jesus. 

Verse 55. A signal for gathering the sick in his pathway. 

V. 56. The street hospitals. The pathetic plea. The 
healing touch. 

Matt. 15 : 30, 31. A similar instance. 

Luke 4 : 40, 41, and parallels, Mark 1 : 32-34 ; Matt. 8 : 
16, 17. Another example showing his care to heal every 
one. 

Mai'k 10 : 45. Jesus' motto — to minister. 

The Lesson In Outline* 

Link. — People came to Jesus by twos and threes; in 
groups ; in multitudes. 

Point of Contact.— Did you ever go to the doctor's and 
see a great many people waiting for him to help them? 
Large crowds came to Jesus for help. Or, a hospital. 

Teaching Points. — No case was too hard for Jesus. None 
were turned away. He loved them all. He helped them 
aU. 

Results Sought. — Sense of the multiplicity of Jesus' 
kindness, love, and power. He can do all things. Increas- 
ing love for him. Lnpression : people's eagerness to help 
one another. Eeflection : we can be kind to the sick. 

Picture. — Christ healing the sick. 

Hymn Suggested. — First and second stanzas of No. 1. 
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Blackboard Hints. 

With outline of hills and sea on the board, add the boat 
and Jesus and his disciples on the shore. Then the figures 
approaching with their sick ones. Next the villages with 
the sick laid in the streets and others startin.g to seek the 
Lord. 

Tfie Lesson Tatsgbt* 

Appro€bch to the Lesson* — Which one of my little people 
ever went to see the doctor? You have told me about his 
coming to see you, but who has gone to see the doctor at 
his house? Were you the only one waiting to see him 
there? [If you receive an affirmative, ask o^ers till you 
find one who has been in a full waiting-room.] Why did 
so many people go to the doctor? [Bring out the thought 
that it is because the doctor has power to help them, — per- 
haps by asking why they did not go to Mr. ?] Yet 

even the doctor cannot make them all well ; some are too 
sick. 

When dear Jesus was here among men, the sick people 
used to come to him for help. You know about some of 
them. Sometimes just one came, sometimes two or three, 
but sometimes a great, great many, more than you ever saw 
at the doctor's, Jamie. 

You would like to hear about one of those times? I will 
tell you. But first would you not like to tell Sarah about 
the people of whom we know already, who came just one or 
two together for Jesus to help them? [It gi-eatly increases 
the interest to recall an incident for the sake of telling it to 
a child who has not heard it; and there is nearly always a 
newcomer or an absentee for whose benefit this may be done, 
to the great advantage of the whole class.] 

There was a man who was sitting by the side of the road 
begging. Why did he not work? When he heard Jesus 
coming what did he do? Did Jesus stop? Could Jesus 
help? Was he willing to give sight to the blind? What 
can you tell about the lame man? How did he get to Jesus 
when he could not walk? What did Jesus do for him even 
before he healed his sick body? Was he very glad and 






BIBLE LESSONS FOB LlMLE BEGINNEHS. IT 

thankful when he found he could walk? Were the people 
glad too? What did they all do? 

Do you remember about the time when a great company 
of people came to hear Jesus' words, as soon as he had 
gotten out of the boat? They had seen him crossing the 
lake with his twelve friends, and they wanted to see him so 
much they walked around the lake to meet him. 

The Lesson Presented. — Another day Jesus and his 
friends went across the lake again in their boat, and when 
he got out some people were there who knew him right 
away. As soon as they saw him they went to a little group 
of houses near by and said to the people, " Jesus is coming." 

" Jesus is coming ! " said the people who lived there. 
"Ah, there is our little sick boy. If the Master would only 
come in and touch his hand he might be well, — but there 
is sister Ruth in the next house, and they will want him to 
come in and lay his hands upon her too, but he cannot stop 
to come in to all the houses. Let us take little Kathan 
and lay him in his bed beside the path where Jesus will 
pass.'' So they hastened to lift the little sufferer and carry 
his bed to the roadside. Then they ran to another house 
and helped carry sister Ruth on her bed and laid her be- 
side the little boy. As Jesus passed by they begged that 
they might touch his clothes, and when they touched the 
hem of his garment they were perfectly well. What happi- 
ness there was in those houses! But there is one friend 
over yonder, with a sick one in his house — they thought — 
so they ran to tell what the Master had done and to carry 
the sick ones out to the path where Jesus would pass. 
And so they ran through all the country round about, and 
began to carry about in beds those that were sick where 
they heard Jesus was, and whenever Jesus came into a 
village or city or country, the sick were lying in their beds, 
or standing or kneeling by the roadside. 

What kinds of sickness do you suppose these people had? 
Do you think there were blind people there? Were there 
some that could not walk? and sick people? Could Jesus 
cure them all? Would he turn any away, or tell them to 
wait till some other time? Did he love them so much that 
he wished to help every one? 

The Truth Emphasized. — [Show a picture which will 
2 
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help the children to tell the story to you, letting them point 
out the types of sickness which they recognize, and teach- 
ing the golden text as the summary of the lesson. Call 
attention to the many friends .who helped their sick friends 
to come to Jesus, and lead the children to the thought of 
their own power to help and of ways to use it.] 



Lesson 5* 

JESUS THE CHILDREN^ FRIEND. 

His Interest In Children. 

Gcildm Text, — Suffer the little children to cobce unto me. — 

Mark 10: 14. 

Passafes for tiie Teacfier^s Sttsdy^ with Analysis* 

Mark 10: 13. Children brought, not for healing, but 
blessing. 

Verse 13. The disciples rebuff the effort. 

V. 14. This displeases Jesus. He welcomes the little 
ones. 

V. 15. His followers must be like the children. 

v. 16. He caresses the children and blesses them. 

Parallel passages, Matt. 19 : 13-15 ; Luke 18 : 15-17. 

Tlie Lesson in CXitline* 

Link. — How many kind deeds Jesus did! People saw 
his kindness more and more. They came for help. They 
came to talk. And one day some mothers brought, etc. 

Point of Contact. — Do you love to sit in mothers arms? 
You would be afraid to go to some people? See ! these 
children were not afraid of Jesus. He was so kind ! 

Teaching Points. — He loved the children. He called 
them to him. He loves the children now. He calls them 
to him now. 

Results Sought. — A more personal sense of all that has 
been impressed in the preceding lessons ; since this Friend, 
so kind, so powerful, so loving^ was and is the children's 
Friend. A warm response of love and trust; a stronger 
wish to please him. Notice : all obey Jesus. 

Picture. — Christ blessing little children. 
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Hymn Suggested. — Second stanza of No 3, or third of 
No. 1. 

Blackboafd Hmtk 

Draw horizon, houses, trees, and path Then Jesus and 
the group of disciples about him. Then the mothers and 
children approaching from the left. A short stroke slant- 
ing across an upright figure may represent a baby in arms. 



Tfae Lesson Tatight* 

Apjproach to the Lesson, — One day I went to a house 
where there were three children. The youngest was only 
two years old, and when she came in the room where we all 
were she did not wish to sit on a chair, as the others were 
doing ; she went right to some one in the room and said, 
"Please hold me." To whom do you think she went? To 
her mother, of course , Why? Oh, because she loved moth- 
er and knew that mother loved her. Some others in the 
room said, "Come and see me, Bessie," but she did not 
wish to leave her mother, and nestled down in her arms 
very glad to be so close to the one she loved so dearly. 

We have a picture here of some children. Just see how 
happy they look, though it is not mother who holds them. 
Who can this be who loves the little children so that they 
are glad to go to him? You know, I am sure, that it must 
be the kind and loving Jesus about whom we have been 
learning. We will put the picture away for a little while, 
and I will tell you its story, and then you may look at it 
agaiQ. 

The Lesson Presented. — In the picture did you see any 
one besides dear Jesus and the children? Who? Yes, it 
was they who brought the little ones to Jesus that day. I 
wonder why they came? Do you remember any other peo- 
ple who came to Jesus other times? [Let the children tell 
of the sick, the lame, the blind who came. Ask about each. 
Why did he come? Develop the thought that it was be- 
cause Jesus was so kind and powerful that they sought his 
help. Remind also of the multitudes who came to hear 
Jesus talk. More and more people heard about Jesus and 
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what he did, and more and more came to him for help, or 
to talk, or to listen to him.] 

Now these mothers had heard about a good many of the 
things of which you have just been telling me. What 
kind things he does ! they thought, and they wondered if 
he would not let their little ones come to him, and if he would 
not lay his hands on their heads and bless them. 

"The Master has come over Jordan," 

Said Hannah, the mother, one day. 
"He is healing the people who throng him 
With a touch of his finger, they say. 
And now I shall carry the children, 

Little Rachel and Samuel and John ; 
I shall carry the baby Esther 
For the Lord to look upon." 



"If he lay his hand on the children, 
My heart will be lighter, I know; 
For a blessing for ever and ever 
Will follow them as they go." 



We know that every day and all the time Jesus was very 
busy. There were a gi'eat many sick people to heal, and 
many, very many, that needed to be taught how to do right 
things. The mothers could never find Jesus when he would 
not be busy, and yet I am sure they thought that Jesus 
would be willing to stop whatever he might be doing long 
enough to take the children in his arms and bless them. 
The disciples did not think that Jesus would be willing to 
stop his work just for children, and tried to send the moth- 
ers away with their little ones ; but Jesus said, " Do not 
send the children away : let the little ones come unto me, 
and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven." 
How glad the mothers and children must have been to hear 
fchose kind words ! And as Jesus opened his arms for the 
children, how eagerly they went to him ! 

The Truth Emphasized. — Let us look at the picture again. 
What was it that Jesus said? Let the little children come 
unto me, etc. We will say it just as it is in the Bible, but 
the first word means just the same as let; "Suffer," etc. 
Do you wish that you might have been with those children 
that day? [Have them sing very softly if they know it, and 



22 BIBLE LESSONS FOB LITTLE BEGINNEBS. 

if not sing to them the second verse of " I think when I 
read " ] : 

" I wish that his hands had been placed on my head, 
That his arms had been thrown around me, 
And that I might have seen his kind looks when he said, 
*Let the little ones come onto me/ " 

We all wish that we could have seen Jesus as he looked 
when he was on the earth, but we cannot, for he is not 
living on the earth like that now. He has gone back to his 
home in heaven, and though we cannot see him he is our 
Friend ; he knows every one of you and loves you just as 
he loves those little children, and he wishes you to love 
him. What he said about those children he says about you : 
let us say it together, " Suffer," etc. Jesus loves you and 
asks you to love him. Sing " Love Him, love Him, all ye 
little children." 



Lesson 6* 

JESUS HELPING A SICK BOY. 

The Power Used for a Child. 
Chldm Text. — The child was cunKD.^Matt. 17: 18. 

Pasages for tlie Teacfier^s St(idy» with Analysis. 

Mark 9 : 14. The excited crowd axound the disciples. 

Verse 16. Jesus' coming is welcomed. 

Vv. 16, 17. The gathering explained. 

V. 18. The boy's pitiful and helpless condition. 

V. 19. Jesus undertakes the case. 

Vv. 20, 21. Its long standing. 

V. 22. Its severity and hopelessness. 

V. 23. Jesus' power unlimited. 

V. 24. The cry of faith. 

Vv. 26-27. The compassionate and lasting cure. 

V. 28. The disciples' failure perplexes them. 

V. 29. Jesus prayed about his work. 

Parallel passages, Matt. 17 : 14-21 ; Luke 9 : 37-42. 

The Lesson In OtffUne* 

Link. — Jesus was very kind to the children. Once a 
father brought his little boy, who was sick, that Jesus 
might help him. 

Point of Contact, — How badly parents feel when you are 
sick. They will do anything to make you well again. 
This father had tried and tried to get his sick child cured. 
At last he brought him to this kind Friend. 

Teaching Points. — Jesus loved to help children. He 
often talked with his Father about it. 

Results Sought. — Increasmg personal interest in the per- 
sonal Friend of the children. Increasing personal devotion 
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to him. Distinct increase in the impression of Jesus' feel- 
ing and action as a reflection of his Father's. 

Pictures — Christ curing the demoniac. 

Hymn Suggested, — Third stanza of No. 1 

Blackboard Hints. 

Draw horizon and mountains. Then the group of houses 
and trees; the house of the afflicted father heavier than 
others; two figures in it. Next draw the group of dis- 
ciples at the foot of the mountain. Erasing figures in 
house, trace their way to disciples, and draw there again. 
More strokes for the gathering crowd about them. Now 
represent Jesus and his three friends descending the moun- 
tain, and trace the father's way to stand before him, the 
boy lying upon the ground. When healed, erase and draw 
upright, then by dotted line return them to their house, 
drawing their figures once more on the way. 

The Lesson Tatsght 

Approach to the Lesson, — How many of my little people 
have been sick? Who has been so sick that the doctor 
came? Who sent for him? Why did they want him to 
come? And they had him keep coming till you were well? 
Did the doctor take all the care of you? Who did that? 
How lovingly mother watched to do everything she could 
think of to help you get well. It was a happy day when 
you could run about again. Were you glad when that day 
came? But you could not be so glad as some one else. 
Who? Ah! Mother loves you so she was more glad then 
than you were. 

(True story. ) A baby girl was sick. Her mother took 
the best of care, but she grew worse. " We must have 
the doctor," her parents said, and they sent for the best 
doctor in town. He came day after day, and tried to cure 
the baby, but still she grew worse. All night her father or 
mother would hold her on a pillow, and all day they bent 
over her, trying to help her get well. But though they 
did everything the baby grew worse, and- the doctor 
thought she could not get well. ^'Let us take her to see 
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my doctor in a city far away," the mother said at last, "I 
think he could help our baby." So they took her there one 
night. "Oh, yes," he said, "I can cure her, but you must 
stay a long while." They stayed close to the doctor many 
weeks, and then took the little girl to the country, where 
she could grow strong and rosy in the sweet air. At last 
she was well. Oh, how glad the father and mother were. 
They did not think about all the money they had spent, 
nor all the nights they had sat up, nor of the journey, nor 
the long weeks of waiting, for their baby was well again. 
How they thanked the good doctor! What a wonderful 
doctor he is, they thought, for he could cure our child 
when the other doctors thought she could not get well. 

That was a wonderfully skilful doctor, but I know some 
one more wonderful. Would you like to hear of a little 
sick boy, and how he got well when all the doctors could 
not cure him? 

The Lesson Presented. — The little boy of whom I am 
going to tell you was very sick indeed. His father had 
tried every way to find some one who could help him, but 
no one could do the least good. At last the father heard 
of some one who had so much power that he had healed a 
great many people who were as sick as this boy ; and then 
the father must have heard, too, how kind and loving this 
Man was, and how ready always to help those who needed 
him. You and I know how kind Jesus was to the chil- 
dren, and what loving words he said to them, and we know 
he would be very glad to help a little boy who was sick. 
[Chronologically, that incident follows the one of our lesson, 
so do not refer to it as something of which this father had 
heard. It is introduced first, as perhaps, the clearest mani- 
festation of that spirit of love for children of which the 
miracle in the present lesson is another revelation.] 

The father took his boy where he heard that Jesus was, 
but Jesus was not there just then. Some of his friends 
were there, and the father thought that they perhaps could 
help the child. But they had not the power to cure such 
a sickness, and the poor father was very sad until he saw 
Jesus coming. He told his trouble to Jesus and said, " If 
thou canst do anything, have compassion on us and help 
us." You know that Jesus could do what the man asked. 
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and that he always wished to help. The great crowd of 
people that stood about, the disciples and the father of the 
boy all watched and listened as Jesus spoke the words that 
made the boy well. "The child was cured." [Have the 
children repeat.] They wondered when they saw the poor 
sick child made well right away. 

The Truth Emphasized. — Jesus told his friends after- 
ward that he talked with his Father (prayed) about what 
he should do. You remember that he prayed to his Father 
before he fed the hungry that day. When he was doing 
such kind things for people he was doing just what his 
Father wished to have done, for his Father loved the chil- 
dren and all the people, just as Jesus did. 

[Sing all three stanzas of "Praise Him." Lead to the 
thought that we can talk with Jesus now, just as he used 
to talk with his Father, thus making the children more con- 
scious of the significance of the moments of prayer in which 
they have been joining each week. Let the talk lead to the 
teaching of third stanza of Ko. 3 if desired. Close with a 
brief prayer.] 



Lesson 7* 

JESUS AND THE DYING GIRL. 

Jesus stronger tban Death. 
Golden Text. — Heb spirit camb again and she arose. — Luke 8. 55. 

Passages for the Teacliei^s Stttdy» with Analysis. 

John 5 : 25-28. Jesus' absolute power over death. 
Luke 8 : 41. A father seeks Jesus' help. 
Verse 42. His only child mortally sick. 
V. 49. The message of grief. 
V. 50. Jesus' calm assurance. 
V. 51. The curious crowd excluded. 
V. 52. The ease with which Jesus could speak to her. 
V. 53. Testimony to her actual death. 
V. 54. Jesus calls her spirit back. 
V. ^b. She is well at once. 
V. 56. The parents' astonishment. 
Mark 6: 43. Jesus' care for her needs. Parallel pas- 
sages, Mark 5 : 22-24, 35-43. Matt. 9 : 18, 19, 23-26. 

The LessoQ in Otitllne* 

Link, —Some parents could bring their children to Jesus. 
This little girl was too sick to be brought. Jesus went to 
her. 

Point of Contact. — Parents' love and care again. 

Teaching Points, — Jesus loved to help children. He 
loved to make homes happy. Even death was not so strong 
but that he could help. People thanked and praised him. 

Results Sought, — Fact: death does not end life. The 
dread of it lost in Jesus' presence. A deeper sense of Je- 
sus' love for the children. A warmer response in their 
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hearts. Sense of the fitness of praise. Constant impression 
of the obedience of all to Jesus, e.g.^ here, the parents. 

Reference, — Peabody's "Lectures to Kindergartners," 
pp. 132-144 (Foster's first knowledge of death). 

Picture. — Christ raising the daughter of Jairus. 

Hymn Suggested. — Let some one sing to the children at 
the close of the lesson, "The Crusader's Hymn," "Beauti- 
ful Saviour, King of Creation" — found in most hymnals. 

Blackboard Hints* 

Draw horizon, lake shore, street, and houses, the one 
where figures are to be heavier than others. Add the boat, 
then Jesus and his disciples starting up from the shore 
surrounded by a considerable crowd. Next, m Jairus' 
house, the child and her parents at foot of bed. Erase 
Jairus and trace his way to Jesus, drawing again. When 
telling of the messenger's coming, follow the dotted line 
again, chalk in hand, and draw messenger near Jairus 
Erase Jairus, Jesus, and two or three of the disciples, and 
draw the group hastening to the house. There place Jesus 
by the head of the bed and Jairus where he stood before 

The Lesson Tatight* 

To prepare for this lesson, the teacher should be able to 
put herself in the place of the youngest, most inexperienced 
child in her class, to realize what its feelings would be in 
first facing the thought of death, with, perhaps, no concep- 
tion of the immortality of the real spirit-self, — of the truth 
that pain or suffering can be anything but evil, or another 
world better than this; nor that the Saviour's presence can 
take away the sting, the fear, the horror of death as truly 
as the strong, loving arms of their parents can make them 
fearless and happy in passing through a dark room, which 
otherwise might for them be full of nameless terrors - 

Eealizing the child's mind and feelings in all this, let 
the teaching impress the following points, all part of the 
one truth of our lesson, that the loving Saviour is stronger 
than death; that there is a spiritual self as well as a physi- 
cal self, and the spiritual self is the real self : " I have a 
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body, but I am a soul "; that spirit, i,e,, the real self, does 
not die ; when the body dies the spirit lives ; God always 
knows where it is, and can speak to it ; now, as then, he 
could call the spirit back, but there is a better place, a home 
with Jesus, and the one who goes to that home is happy 
indeed ; Jesus comes to those who ask his help ; and when 
we are in his care even death cannot harm. 

Approach to the Lesson, — [Using the suggested point of 
contact, make the children conscious of their spiritual 
selves, the part that loves, that feels sorry or glad, that 
makes them smile, and which does not need hands and feet 
to make it live ; that even though the eyes and lips and all 
the body stop living, that real self goes on living always. 
This they may be helped to realize by asking : " What is it 
about you that your parents love so much? Your hands? 
Your faces? Would they love a big wax doll that looked 
just like you, just the same? '' etc. For help on this sub- 
ject, read Peabody's "Lectures to Kindergartners," pp. 
128, 129.] 

The Lesson Presented, — A little girl was very sick. Her 
father and mother loved her as your parents love you, and 
they were afraid that her body would soon be so sick that 
she could not stay in it ; then her body would stop living — 
would die. They wanted her spirit to stay with her body, 
so she could look up to smile at them, and call them father 
and mother, and hear them talk to her. But she was get- 
ting sicker and sicker, and no one could help ! Then the 
father heard that Jesus was in the city and hurried to find 
him. When he saw Jesus he asked if he would not come 
to the house, for the little girl was too sick to be taken to 
Jesus. Jesus started at once, but so many people crowded 
about him in the street that they could not go very fast ; 
and soon a servant came from the house to tell the father 
of the child not to trouble Jesus to come, for the little girl 
was dead. This must have made the father very sad, but 
Jesus said to him, " Fear not ; only believe, and she shall be 
made whole." They went on to the home where every- 
one was sorrowing, for the little girl's spirit was not there 
any longer, and she could not hear her friends when they 
spoke to her. But Jesus could speak to her still and she 
could hear ; and when he took her by the hand and told 
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her to rise, she obeyed. ^^ Her spirit came again, and she 
arose." Jesus then told her parents that she needed some- 
thing to eat, and as they and all the other friends saw her 
able to walk and talk and eat again, how wonderful it 
seemed ! How glad they were to give thanks and praise to 
God! 

The Truth Emphasised. — So even death did not hurt this 
little girl, for Jesus was there ; nor can it hurt any who 
love Jesus, for either he will make them well when they 
are sick, or else take them to his loving arms to stay witibi 
him in his beautiful home. 

[Give the picture to the children and at first let it tell 
its own story to them while all are quiet. Teach the golden 
text, and then draw the story from the children, asking 
them to tell you what they will tell mother when they go 
home, and framing questions so as to turn their thoughts 
to the points you desire especially to impress, leading them 
in this way to jom in the joy and gladness of that wonder- 
ful hour.] 



Lesson 8. 

JESUS' KINDNESS TO TWO SISTERS. 

Jesus* Deeds a Bevelation of His Fatber^s Wish. 
Oolden Text.--'Bi& called Lazarus out of his grate and raised 

HIM FROM THE DEAD.— John 12: 17. 

Passacfcs lor the Teadier^s Study^ with Analysis* 

John 11 : 1, 2. The Bethany home. 

Verses 3 and 5. Jesus' love for the household. 

V. 4. The highest mission of grief. 

V. 6. Jesus tarries till the full time comes. 

Vv. 7-10. He is fearless in the path of duty. 

Vv. 11-15. He explauis his delay. 

V. 16. The disciples are faithful. 

V. 17. The utter hopelessness of the case. 

Vv. 18, 19. The stricken home. 

Vv. 20-27. Jesus strengthens Martha's faith. 

Vv. 28-32. He seeks to comfort Mary. 

Vv. 33-36. Jesus' tender sympathy. 

V. 37. He is misunderstood. 

Vv. 38-41. Preparation for the miracle. 

Vv. 41, 42. Jesus speaks with his Father. 

Vv. 43, 44. The miracle. 

Vv. 45, 46. Some believe, some malign. 

The Lewm in Outline* 

Link, — How sad that father had been, till Jesus gave 
his little girl back to him and made him glad. Another 
time there were two sisters who were very sad, but Jesus 
made them glad too. 

Point of Contact. — Have you ever been in sorrow and 
gone to your mother to be comforted? Two of Jqsus' 
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friends were crying for their dear brother. They sent to 
tell Jesus. He came and made them glad. 

Teaching Points. — Jesus wanted to comfort the sisters 
and raise Lazarus. His Father wanted just that. What 
Jesus did showed the thought in God's heart. 

Results Sought, — Sense that if we trust Jesus he can do 
anything we need. The need of trust deeply impressed. 
Note Jesus' prayer. See Jesus, all-powerful (producing 
reverence); all-loving (producing love); all-sympathizing 
(producing trust). Impression: the likeness of Jesus and 
his Father. Presentiment : though a man die he shall live 
again. 

Picture, — Christ in the home of Mary and Martha. 

Hymn Suggested, — Have " The Crusader's Hymn " sung 
again if the children wish it ; if not, let them sing the third 
stanza of Hymn 3. 

Blackboard Hints. 

Draw horizon, Bethany, river, and house beyond. Two 
figures in Bethany house, one in the other. Then Jesus 
and group of following disciples on the way. Erase Martha 
and by the dotted lines show her coming to Jesus, going 
back for her sister and returning to Jesus. Similarly show 
Mary's coming. Then draw the knoll and tomb, the dotted 
line thither, the group of figures, and last Lazariis standing 
before the tomb. 

The Lesson Taught* 

All that was true regarding the preparation needed for 
presenting the last lesson applies equally to this, — the need 
of realizing both the child and the lesson. 

Approach to the Lesson, — Nellie had a new doll. It was 
larger and more beautiful than any doll she had ever seen 
before, and she was very happy with it. But one day as 
she went down the stone steps in front of the house she 
tripped and fell, and her doU's lovely head was broken to 
pieces. Poor Nellie ! How very sorry she felt ! To whom 
do you think she went right away? To her mother, of 
course. She did not know whether anything could ever 
be done for the broken doll, but she knew her mother could 
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comfort her anyway ; and she did feel better when she had 
told the story and sobbed out her trouble in mother's arms. 

The Lesson Presented. — Do you remember about the fa- 
ther who was so sad because his little daughter was so sick 
that her spirit left her body? What did Jesus do for that 
little girl? Yes, and how glad that made her father and 
mother! In another place there was a home where two 
sisters, Mary and Martha, lived with their brother Lazarus. 
Jesus was a friend of theirs, and often visited in that home. 
But one time when Jesus was not there the brother Lazarus 
became sick. The sisters sent word to Jesus, for they 
knew how many sick people he had helped, and they knew 
he loved them and would wish to help them. But before 
Jesus could get to the place Lazarus died ; his spirit went 
away from the body, and the body that could not smile or 
talk or move any more was laid in the tomb. [Show an 
Oriental tomb, making one out of a pasteboard box if a model 
of one is not at hand.] 

The loving sisters cried and mourned every day, they were 
so sad. How could they help crying, when they wanted so 
much to see their dear brother again, and talk with him, and 
now they were sure they could never see his face or hear 
him speak to them as long as they lived. 

Four days after the body of their brother had been put in 
the tomb, Jesus came to the place where Mary and Martha 
lived. They said to him, " If you had only been here our 
brother would not have died." Jesus said, if they would 
trust him they would see his power and his kindness, for 
their brother should rise again. You know when the ser- 
vant came to the little girPs father and told him that his 
child was dead, Jesus told him not to be afraid and to trust 
him ; and you know Jesus brought the spirit of the little 
girl back and gave her to the father, who did trust Jesus 
to help him. 

Mary and Martha were very sad, and as Jesus saw them 
crying about their brother he wept too, for he felt sorry for 
them. But he knew that he could help them, so he asked 
them to take him to the place where Lazarus had been laid. 
When they reached the tomb, he told the people who had 
followed to roll the stone away from the tomb. After that 
was done he prayed to his Father in heaven. Jesus knew 
8 
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that God his Father would let Lazarus come back to live in 
his body again, for his Father wanted to make the sisters 
happy, just as he did. Then Jesus spoke to Lazarus, and 
said, ^'Lazarus, come forth." Lazarus could not have 
heard the voice of his sister, or of any one else ; but he 
heard the voice of Jesus, and came out of the tomb. Just 
think how glad the sisters must have been, and how they 
and every one who knew about it would wonder at the power 
of Jesus, and give thanks to him for bringing Lazarus 
back to his home once more ! 

The Truth Emphasized, — [Teach the golden text while 
talking about the lesson picture, and let the quiet talk over 
the picture emphasize the impressions which it is desired to 
leave as " results " of the lesson. This can be done better 
now than when the children are eagerly waiting to know 
how the story ended, for then their minds are too intent 
upon the one thing they want to know to absorb these im- 
pressions as thoroughly as they may now do.] 



Lesson 9. 

JESUS PRAYING. 

His Example in Seeking Communion with God. 

Odden Text, — ^I am not alonb, because the Fatheb is with me. 

—John 16 : 32. 

Passages for the Teachei/s Stady» with Analysis* 

Mark 1 : 35. Jesus prefers prayer to rest. 

Luke 6 : 12, 13. Prepares for responsibility by prayer. 

John 11 : 41, 42. His assurance that he is heard. 

John 8 : 29. The secret of this. 

Matt. 14 : 23. After service and temptation prayer gives 
rest and strength. 

Mark 6: 41; and John 6: 11. Prayer before partaking 
of food. 

John 12: 28. His chief request his Father's glory. 

Luke 22 : 42, 43. He held his own wish in abeyance. 

The Lesson In Outline* 

Link. — Before Jesus gave Lazarus back to his sisters, 
you remember he prayed about it, talked with his Father 
about it. He talked with him often. 

Point of Contact. — Talking with father and mother. 

Teaching Points. — Help fiirough prayer. Jesus loved 
to pray. 

BesuUs Sought. — Literest in Jesus' home. More inter- 
est in Jesus' Father. 

Vital conception of prayer. Distinct impression of Jesus' 
delight to pray. Desire for the same privilege. Prayers 
seen as a channel of blessing. 

References. — Peabody's "Lectures to Kihdergartners," 
pp. 160-163; "Hints on Child Training" (Trumbull), pp. 
130, 131. 
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Picture. — Christ in the garden. 
Hymn Sitggested. — No. 17. 

Blackboai^ Hmts. 

Draw hills and lake, then the boat and retiring multitude, 
Jesus near the shore. Then, erasing his figure, trace his 
pathway up the mountain and draw again on the summit. 

The Lesson Tatsght 

Eead if possible the suggestions on prayer from the books 
referred to above. Let the teacher read all the Scripture 
passages, and as they grow into a living picture of Jesus' 
daily life with his Father, the continuation of a life "with 
God '' (John 1 : 1), realize the need, the naturalness, the 
delight, the spontaneity of real prayer. There must first 
be the vision, then study to find the window through which 
the children in your charge may also see it in their meas- 
ure. If the Christian life of a child or adult be "fellow- 
ship with Christ,'' we cannot too earnestly strive to bring 
into the lives of the little ones a living conception of 
prayer ; not saying words but constantly opening the heart 
and lifting the thoughts to their nearest, most loving, all- 
helping Friend. 

It is not the purpose in this lesson to moralize on the 
subject of prayer, but to put Jesus' life of prayer intel- 
ligibly before the children and let it make its own impres- 
sion and application. This can be done best only when we 
realize clearly what that application is and are mindful of 
the further development of this subject. Later (Lesson 
50) , when experience has widened and the subject has been 
presented in many lights, it is the purpose so to treat it 
that the children shall be led to express and so become 
more conscious of the applications to their own lives which 
have grown up gradually in their minds. 

It seems to me that youngest children would best realize 
that prayer is no strange thing, apart from all their usual 
life, if it is associated with their sweetest intercourse with 
their parents. " As soon as a child is capable of learning 
that his voice can be heard by his loving mother or his 
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loving father in another room^ he is capable of learning that 
his voice can be heard by a loving Father whom he has 
never seen. In the knowledge of this truth a child can be 
taught even to know something of the meaning of prayer 
before he can utter words intelligently." 

Approach to the Lesson. — Whom do you love to talk with, 
tell your troubles to, bring your work, your pretty things 
to? [Specify something; for a little child instinctively 
runs to its parents with every treasure, or turns with " See, 
seel " when attracted by anything.] Did you ever run to 
mother and say, " What shall I do? " And then she told 
you something nice you could do. Did you ever talk to 
mother or father when they were in the other room and 
you could not see them? Did they hear you just the same? 

27ie Lesson Presented. — When Jesus was here among 
men he could not see his dear Father at all, but he could 
talk to him just the same way that you can talk to your 
father when you cannot see him ; and he did talk with him 
a great deal. He wished to talk with his Father very often 
because he loved him, and because it was a comfort and 
help to talk to God. Do you know about any time when 
Jesus talked with his Father? 

You remember before he called Lazarus out of the tomb 
Jesus talked with his Father about what he was going to 
do ; and when he cured the little boy who had been so sick, 
he told his friends, who were so much surprised at his won- 
derful power that he prayed to the heavenly Father about 
all his work. Often he used to get up very early in the 
morning and go out in the fields and kneel down and talk 
with God his Father. He would rather do that than rest 
and sleep ; he loved his Father so much and longed so to 
talk with him about everything. 

I think that before Jesus ate he always thanked his 
heavenly Father for the food. Do you remember when 
he took the little boy's lunch to feed all the thousands of 
the hungry people that Jesus spoke to his Father and 
asked him to bless the loaves and fishes? Jesus wanted to 
talk with his Father about everything that he did; and 
after all those hungry people had been filled with good 
things and gone home, Jesus stayed on the mountain alone 
that he might talk with God. 
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Everything that his Father loved, Jesus loved too. 
Everything that his Father wanted him to do Jesus 
wanted to do ; and he loved to tell his Father so and talk 
with him about it all. Then Jesus loved the people so 
very much and wanted to help them ; and sometimes they 
would not come and let him help them. He told his 
Father all about this ; and when he had prayed, it com- 
forted him and made him strong to be patient and to do 
the work he wanted to do for his friends and for the peo- 
ple who needed to be helped. When he was tired with 
the work he had done all day long, walking about and 
teaching the people and making the sick ones well, he 
loved to go away at night and pray to his dear Father, 
and tell him everything that was in his thoughts, and ask 
him to bless the people for whom he had been working so 
hard. It rested him to talk it all over with God, his 
Father ; and when things happened to disappoint and trou- 
ble him, he would always look up to God, right then, and 
remember how his heavenly Father loved him and how 
he loved the people ; and then he was strong to go on, 
though things were hard. 

The Truth Emphasized, — [Before the closing prayer, show 
a picture of Jesus in prayer, and talk about it, teaching the 
golden text, and leading the children to give back to you 
as much as possible of what you have been giving to them 
in the lesson story.] 




Lesson 10. 

JESUS' STORY OF THE 

The Charm of His Words. 

Chlden Text. — Other fell into good ground and brought forth 

FRUIT. — ^Matt. 13: 8. 

Passages for the Teacher^s Study^ with Analysis. 

Mark 4 : 1. The gathering by the lake. 

V. 2. Jesus teaches in story. 

V. 3. The seed scattered. 

V. 4. The hardened soil. 

Vv. 6, 6. The shallow soil. 

V. 7. The preoccupied soil. 

V. 8. The seed brought to fruition. 

Parallel passages, Matt. 13 ; 1-8 ; Luke 8 : 4-8. 

The Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — Jesus loved to talk with his Father. He loved 
to talk with people, too. They loved to hear him. Some- 
times he told them beautiful stories. This is one of them. 

Foint of Contact. — The children's enjoyment of stories, 
and their interest in growing things. 

Teaching Points. — Conditions for good growth: good 
seed, good soil. 

Results Sought. — Interest in Jesus' words (foundation 
for love of Bible-reading). Distinct acquaintance with the 
facts of the parable (a track for the spiritual application to 
run on later). 

Do or Show. — Plant seeds and take home to care for and 
report on. 

Picture. — The sower. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 8, 
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Blackboard Hints. 

Having sketched horizon, trees, and path, draw figure of 
the sower and falling seed. Add the birds, and as the 
story progresses the rocks cropping above the surface, and 
in the blank space above field the starting grain over- 
shadowed by thorns, and finally the ripened ear of wheat. 



The Lesson Tatis^ht* 

Approach to the Lesson, — Last week I told you about 
Jesus' talking with some one he loved very much — Whom? 
Could Jesus see his Father? Did he like to pray? Who 
can tell Annie (a child not present last week) about one 
of the times when Jesus was praying, talking with his 
Father? 

Jesus loved to talk with the people too. Many times 
they came to hear him talk. Sometimes he told them 
beautiful stories. Do you like to hear stories? Older peo- 
ple love to hear them too. Would you like to hear one of 
the beautiful stories Jesus told the people? 

The Lesson Presented, — It is a story about what the farm- 
ers out in the country are doing every springtime, and I 
suppose when Jesus was a little boy he had often watched 
the farmers working out in the fields. First they would 
plough the ground to make it soft and ready for the seed ; 
but some parts of the field had great rocks under the ground 
near the top, and there were spots where thistles had grown 
last year and dropped their seeds all ready to spring up as 
soon as the warm weather came again. Then, because there 
were no roads in that country such as we have, there were 
paths right across the field. 

[If a picture of Palestine fields, or any fields, could be 
shown, it would add to the vividness. Show some wheat 
seed and tell the parable quite closely in the Bible words, 
— only translating, e.^.;] "A sower went out to sow," — to 
plant his seed, to scatter it all over the great field that he 
had made ready. "And as he sowed, some seed fell by 
the wayside," right on the path where the feet of all 
the people had walked and made the ground very hard. 
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Could the seed get down into the ground there, and find a 
good plaxje to lie in and grow? What could the seed do 
there on the path? What would happen to it? In the story, 
this is what Jesus said happened to it, "The birds of the air 
came and ate it up," for when they came flying over the 
fields they saw the seeds lying right there on the path and 
flew down and ate them. So the seed that fell on the path 
never grew at all. 

As the sower went on sowing, " some seed fell on stony 
ground," where, because the great rocks were just under 
the ground, the roots could not go down far and the plants 
that sprang up soon died. Some of the seed fell in the 
place where thistle seeds were hiding, and as they grew up 
together the thistles were stronger and choked the good 
seed so that it could not live. But some fell on good 
ground, and as it went into the soft earth it grew, and 
Jesus said it "brought forth fruit." 

The Truth Emphasized, — [In telling of the good seed in 
good ground show heads of wheat, the "fruit," telling the 
children that all this grew from one tiny seed. Let them 
guess how many seeds are in it. Then tell of the thirty, 
sixty, and hundred seeded heads of wheat in the parable. 

Now draw the parable from the children. You can help 
greatly by using the blackboard to illustrate the story again 
as they tell it, having previously erased your picture made 
during the lesson. 

Ask the children if they would like to be sowers. Have 
ready small pots (paper thumb pots that last well are very 
cheap*). Talk about what kind of earth, ground, we must 
have m them. Let each child take one and plant in it the 
seed you select. (Nasturtiums perhaps give quickest re- 
sults and do not wash out of the pot like smaller seeds. 
Pansies are good, and string beans sometimes bloom and 
ripen seed very quickly in a pot.) Tell the children they 
may have their pots to take home, to take care of and 
watch, and tell you about. If practicable have names writ- 
ten on the pots beforehand, and have them placed on your 
table after planting, each child taking his own as he goes 
home. Ask what else they have to take home. Ah ! the 
story. Would you like to hear it once more so you can be 
sure to tell it all to your mother after you have shown her 
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your pot of seed? Tell it with very little enlargement of 
the Scripture text. Ask which kind of ground they like to 
remember about best, and why. Then teach the golden 
text. Have " Shiny Brown Seed " sung to them and teach 
it to them as soon as they can learn it.] 



Lesson H. 

JESUS' STORY OF THE SHEEP. 

Love for His Word. 

Golden Text. — The good shepherd giveth his life for the 

SHEEP.— John 10: 11. 

Passages for the Teacher^s Study, with Analysis* 

Luke 15: 1. Jesus' audience. 

V. 3. He speaks to them in story. 

V. 4. The flock ; the straying one ; the wilderness search ; 
the recovery. 

V. 5. The joyful return. 

V. 6. The rejoicing friends. 

V. 7. The application (omit). 

Gen. 31 : 40. The shepherd's exposure to weather. 

1 Sam. 17 : 34-36, first clause. His exposure to danger, 
his self-sacrifice. 

Matt. 9 : 36. The helplessness of a flock. 

The Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — Another of Jesus' stories. 

Point of Contact, — Do you like to hear stories? Jesus 
told such beautiful ones. People came to listen. Here is 
one. 

Teaching/ Point. — The shepherd's unselfish care. 

Results Sought. — Increased interest and delight in Jesus' 
words (desire to hear more). Familiarity with a shepherd's 
ways (preparation for Twenty-third Psalm). Presentiment 
that Jesus' care and love are like this. 

Picture. — The Good Shepherd. 

Hymn Suggested. — First stanza of No. 4, or first of 
No. 12. 
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Blackboard Hints* 

Draw horizon (without woods), sheepfold with sheep, 
and shepherd's house with palm beside it. Then the figure 
of shepherd with dotted line approaching fold. Erase 
sheep and draw flock and shepherd at A. Return to fold 
and draw again at B, adding woods and strokes represent- 
ing wild animals. Erase, return to the fold, then di-aw 
again at C, returning all but one to the fold. Then trace 
the shepherd's search till the lost is found and he retui*ns 
rejoicing. 

Tfie Lesson Taught 

To-day the children will probably be eager to tell what 
has happened in the pots of brown earth. Let them do so, 
and talk about the good seed and the good ground, and 
that now we must take good care of the plants so they can 
grow and give us flowers and seeds too, perhaps. 

Approach to the Lesson, — What did the good seed do that 
fell into good ground in the story? [Have the golden text 
repeated.] Did all the seed fall into good soft ground? 
Where did some fall? What happened to that seed? etc. 
Who was it told this story of the seed? The people liked 
very much to hear Jesus' stories. Did you like this one, 
too? He told many, many beautiful stories and here in 
the Bible [holding it up lovingly] they are written down, 
so I can read them over and over. Would you like to hear 
another? 

This is one about sheep, and the man who takes care of 
them, — the shepherd. 

[Show pictures of sheep and talk with the children about 
them, for if they know nothing of what sheep are, of their 
needs, their dangers, or the care that is given them, th.^ 
lesson will be largely unintelligible to them. Tell of the 
good shepherd's watching the sheep by day, and by night; 
of some of the dangers he met in the land where Jesus 
lived, in order to keep the sheep safe ; of his knowing them 
every one, and the sheep's knowing him and following him 
when they hear his voice. In the Orient, we know how 
the sheep of several flocks though mixed together will uner- 
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ringly follow the voice of their own shepherd when he calls 
them as he leads them away for the day's pasturing.] 

The Lesson Presented, —A certain shepherd had a hun- 
dred sheep. He knew all their names and they knew his 
voice. Every day the kind shepherd led them where they 
could get plenty of grass to eat and water to drink; he 
watched carefully to see that no wild animal should come 
to hurt his lambs, and kept them safe from danger of every 
kind. One little lamb did not obey the shepherd's voice, 
but wandered away from the rest ; and when the shepherd 
put the sheep and lambs into the fold for the night, he 
found he had only ninety-nine — one was missing. It was 
dark ; there were wild animals in the woods, and it was not 
an easy thing for the shepherd to go out to look for that 
little lamb. But the shepherd loved his lamb so much 
that he could not go to sleep, knowing that even one was 
out on the mountain alone ; so shutting the others up safely 
in the fold, he went back over the way they had come, call- 
ing the lamb's name and listening to hear the cry of the 
lost one. At last the loving shepherd heard a little bleat 
far away on the mountain, and coming nearer and nearer 
found the poor lamb, hurt with thorns, afraid in the dark 
strange place alone when his shepherd was not near. How 
glad the shepherd was to find the lamb, and putting it on 
his shoulders he hurried back to the fold. When he saw 
any of his friends he called out to tell them the good news 
that he had found his lamb, and they were glad, too, be- 
cause the lost was found. 

The Truth Emphasized. — [Let the whole story point its 
own lesson, —the teaching point suggested. 

If some of your class attend kindergarten they will prob- 
ably know the hymn. 



*' Little lamta so white and fair." 



They will enjoy singing this, and the stanza of the other 
hymn may be taught in closing.] 



Lesson t2. 

JESUS' HOME. 

Tbe Gbann of Heayen. 
Golden Text. — We shall bee him as he is. — 1 John 3: 2. 

Passages for the Teadier^s Study^ with Analysis* 

Jolin 14 : 1* Comforting the troubled. 

V. 2. The home Jesus had left. 

The place he would go to prepare. 

V. 3. The assurance that they should be with him. 

Eev. 21 : 1-3. Heaven a place of beauty, for fellowship 
with God. 

V. 4. A place of comfort from the care of the Lord. 

Vv. 5-7. The inheritance in store. 

Vv. 8, 27. That which is unfit to enter there. 

Vv. 9-26. A place of light and glory from the presence 
of God. 

Eev. 22 : 1, 2. A place from which, help comes to earth. 

V. 3. A place of loving service. 

V. 4. A place of nearness to Jesus. 

V. 5. A place of honor and glory. 

Heb. 1 : 14. The home of ministering angels. 

John 1 : 1. The home where Jesus lived from the be*- 
ginning. 

The Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — The people often gathered to hear Jesus talk, or 
to seek his help. Once he called his friends together to 
comfort them, and told them of his beautiful home, where 
he would bring them some day. 

Point of Contact. — Where do you love to be? With 
whom? Jesus had a beautiful home, where he had lived 
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with his Father before. He told his friends about it, for 
he would soon go there again. Or, Children talking to 
their' friends about something which interests them all. 

Teaching Points. — ^ Where Jesus is, heaven is: a place of 
perfect purity and peace. 

Results Sought. — Recognition of occasion for prayer and 
praise. Bringing near to the child what otherwise would 
seem distant. Rendering the indistinct distinct. Making 
heaven an attraction and an incentive. Stimulating inter- 
est in Jesus' life in heaven (a foundation for following 
lessons), and in the inhabitants and occupations of heaven. 

Picture. — The Lord's Supper. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 2 or No. 21. 

Btackboard Hints. 

Draw the hills, the village, and trees at right and house 
in Jerusalem at left. Then represent Jesus and his dis- 
ciples on the way to Jerusalem, drawing again in the large 
house and erasing figures from road. 

The Lesson Taught 

In connection with this lesson and many others, it should 
be borne in mind that much is suggested under Scripture 
passages which is not for presentation to the children in 
the lesson, but the careful study of which by the teacher 
will illuminate what she does teach. The nine-tenths we 
do not tell give force to the one-tenth we do teach, and 
need to be in the teacher's mind as truly and as clearly as 
the portions to be communicated directly. 

Heaven ought to be to every life an inspiration, an in- 
centive, a dear and familiar thought, a home in which the 
heart can find rest even now. To-day let us tiy, by the 
vision we have seen through the telescope of Scripture rev- 
elation, to bring near to the children and make distinct, 
attractive and vital that which is to them often a cold, far- 
off, hazy something, which is held out as a reward for chil- 
dren who are always good. 

Approach to the Lesson. — Where is your home? [Some 
children will answer with street and number.] Yes, but 
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who lives there? If you lived in another house with other 
people, many days, would that be your home? Where 
would your home be? Should you want to go back? Whom 
should you want to see? Yes, I'm sure you would rather 
go back to stay with your father and mother than to be 
anywhere else in the world, for home is the very nicest 
place, and home is where mother is, where father is. 

Villa was quite a big girl, almost seven years old. When 
her mother kissed her good-by and left her to go to school 
in the city all winter, she meant to be very brave. So she 
tried and tried ; but when she saw anything she liked, she 
wanted to run and show it to mamma ; and when her finger 
was hurt in her desk, and she felt the pain aU the morning, 
I think some of the tears came because the little girl longed 
so for her mother's arms about her, and the kiss and the 
comfort no one could give like mamma. How she wished 
for the day when she could go home. Sometimes it seemed 
as if she could not wait. The tears would come when her 
little head was laid on the pillow without mamma's good- 
night kiss; yet it was a comfort when Villa thought: 
" Mother is at home waiting for me. She is thinking about 
me, now, and my little room is all waiting and ready. Soon 
I can go home, and then I shall see mother and father 
again. Oh ! how glad I shall be ! " Villa found her lit- 
tle friend Annie was homesick too, sometimes, and then 
she would say: "Never mind, Annie; we're going home 
in a few days, and then everything will be nice, and we 
will be happy." So she helped and comforted her little 
friend. 

Do you remember some one we have been talking about 
each Sunday, who was always helping and comforting peo- 
ple? [Free conversation, taking up very briefly some of 
the incidents known to the children.] 

Ths Lesson Presented, — You see Jesus' friends were 
often in trouble. Sometimes they were sick, but some- 
times they felt troubled in their hearts. They were tired 
and discouraged. They did not know how to be good, nor 
what to do, and one evening Jesus called them together and 
talked with them and comforted them. He told them about 
his beautiful home, where he had lived before with his 
Father, and where he would soon go again. Jesus thought 



BIBLE LESSOKS FOR LITTLE BEGINNEBS. 49 

about that home at all times. (John 3: 13.) He told 
them about his dear Father, and that he loved them, as 
well as himself. Who was dear Jesus' Father? Yes, and 
they always lived together in their beautiful home till Jesus 
came to live here among men for a few years. Did he for- 
get his heavenly Father? Could he see his Father? What 
could he do? How do you know Jesus did not forget? 
When Jesus was tired and sorrowful, he used to talk to his 
dear Father in heaven, and he could think of the heavenly 
home, and he knew it would comfort his friends to know 
about that home, too. 

Would you like to hear about the heavenly home? I 
will tell you some of the things Jesus said to his friends 
about it that evening, and some things he told them after- 
ward, for his words about it are here in the Bible, and I 
have often read them. 

It is such a beautiful home that all the lovely things we 
have ever seen will be there, and a great many more that 
we cannot even imagine. The people who are in that home 
never have any pain, or sorrow, and no one is ever afraid ; 
no crying ever is heard, for all who are there love each 
other and never do unkind or wrong things. Nothing can 
come into that home that is not all clean. Jesus and his 
Father and the angels are there, and all the men, women, 
and children who loved Jesus when they were on tlie earth, 
and now are so happy because they see his face and know 
that they will be with him always in his home in heaven. 
Every one is so happy that aU wish to sing songs of praise 
to God and to Jesus, so that heaven is filled with music 
and joy. 

The Truth Emphasized. — Jesus told his friends that 
when he went back to his heavenly home he would pre- 
pare a place there for them, so that when they were sad be- 
cause Jesus was not with them here, or in trouble of any 
kind, they could think of the home in heaven that Jesus 
was making ready for them, and they knew that before very 
long he would let them come and be with him always. 
Jesus has asked us to come too ; he wants us there, by and 
by, every one, and has a place made ready for each. But 
because nothing that is wrong can enter that beautiful 
place, we will ask Jesus to help us to do right things, and 
4 
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to take away the wrong things that we have done, so that 
we may be ready when he asks us to come. 

Where is this heavenly home? It is where Jesus is now ; 
and when we go we shall see Jesus. " We shall see him as 
he is." [After singing, offer a word of prayer and close.] 






Lesson 13. 

REVIEW* JESUS RIDING INTO THE CITY. 

Jesus as Lord and Master. 
Qolden Text— "W no went about doing good.— Acts 10: 38. 

Pavagcs for the Teadier^s Studyt whh Analysis. 

Mark 11 : 1. The messengers. 
V. 2. The commission. 
V. 3. The need. 
Vv. 4-6. The ready response. 
Vv. 7, 8. The humble pageant. 
v. 9. Praise and acclamations. 
Matt. 21 : 10. The city stirred and questioning. 
Matt. 21 : 11. Conversation about Jesus. 
John 12 : 17. Reiteration of his deeds. 
Matt. 21 : 12, 13. The visit to his Father's house. 
V. 14. The Master seen. 
Vv. 15, 16. The children's praises. 
John 13 : 13. Jesus is Lord and Master. 
Luke 22 : 27. Jesus one that serveth. 
Read also Matt. 21:1-16; Luke 19:29-40; John 12: 
12-19. 

The Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — Jesus loved and helped his friends. His friends 
loved him and loved to serve him. They fulfilled his re- 
quests and honored and praised him. 

Point of Contact, — Processions in honor of some one. 
Or^ Running to meet some one they love. Ovy Doing an 
en*and for parent or teacher. 

Teaching Points. — The love in which Jesus, the Lord 
and Master, was held. 
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Results Sought, — Deepening of impressions already re- 
ceived of the kindness, love, and power of Jesus, awaken- 
ing responsive love, confidence, reverence, desire to please 
and obey him, grief at sin, pleasure in prayer and praise. 
Impression of Jesus' kingship and dignity, coupled with 
his tender, unselfish helpfulness. Lordship through love 
and service. Premonition (a) that help is suited to need; 
(b) that love and helpfulness are the keys to love and ap- 
probation. 

Picture. — Entry into Jerusalem. 

Hymn Suggested. — Fourth stanza of No. 1. 

Blackboard Hmts* 

Outline hills. Draw houses and trees at right. Then 
Jerusalem on hill at left. Sketch the road and the little 
company of disciples, with Jesus riding in the midst. Add 
palms along road, the approaching throng issuing from the 
city, and dividing to stand on either side of the road as the 
procession approaches. 

Tfae Lesson Taught* 

Approach to the Lesson. — Children, did you ever see a 
procession? Tell me something about it. What did you 
see? hear? Were there people looking on? Were some 
following with the procession, and was every one talking 
about it? 

Sometimes, when a general has been very brave, we have 
a procession for him, to honor him. Sometimes the man 
rides with the procession, and people stand on the streets 
to see him pass, and wave their hats and shout, all because 
they think so much of him and want to show it — to do him 
honor. 

The Lesson Presented. — To-day I have a story for you 
about a great procession in Jerusalem, a city where the 
people went to have a great feast. 

In the country where Jesus lived they had a celebration 
every year, at just about this time in the spring. A great 
many people went to that one city, from all the towns and 
cities in the land, and there they held a great feast. There 
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were people who came from the town where Mary and 
Martha and Lazarus lived, from the city where Blind Barti- 
meus lived, from that one where Jairus and his little 
daughter lived, and Lazarus and Bartimeus and Jairus were 
there themselves, I suppose, and people from all the cities 
and villages in the land, and people from the shores of that 
beautiful lake where Jesus loved so much to be. How many 
friends there were who saw each other at that feast! How 
many things they had to talk over ! 

At this feast there were a great many people talking 
about some one we know. Who? Yes, they were talking 
of Jesus. What were they saying? " WTiat do you think," 
they were saying ; " will Jesus be coming to this feast? '' 
Let me tell you how he came. 

After Jesus and his friends started to go to the city, Je- 
sus said to two of them : " Go over there (telling them a 
place near by) and you will find a colt and its mother tied 
there. Bring them to me. K the owner asks you what 
you are going to do with them, tell him that the Master 
wants them and he will let you have them." Those two 
friends went very quickly and gladly, we may be sure, to 
do what Jesus asked ; and they soon came back, bringing 
the colt. There was no saddle, but the friends took off 
their coats and put on the back of the colt, and then Jesus 
sat upon it and so rode into the city. His friends were 
very glad to see him ride that way, like a king; and 
crowds of other people who were going to the city were 
looking for Jesus, and when they saw him riding they be- 
gan to shout and sing praises to him, waving palm branches 
in the air, putting branches and even their coats in the road 
for him to ride over, and showmg him honor in every way 
that they could. But there were people in the city, too, 
who had seen Jesus and knew about the wonderful tilings 
he had done ; and they were wishing he would come, and 
looking for him. When they heard the shouts of the pro- 
cession as it came toward the city, they went out to meet it, 
and they sang praises too. There were children in that glad 
company, and Jesus was glad to hear their voices praising 
him. The words that they sang as they praised Jesus 
meant that they knew he was their Saviour and King. They 
all wanted to say of Jesus, "He is Lord of all," 
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I am sure many of these people as they walked along 
talked about the things they had seen Jesus do, or had 
heard about his doing. I wonder if we can think what 
some of them were saying. 

[Now start the review by telling yourself what some one 
may have been talking about, taking up the first lesson, — 
the story of the hungry multitude fed, — and letting the 
children give its golden text as part of the story, as you 
tell it in brief. Then lead the children to tell one after 
another the stories of the quarter, recalling its golden text 
with each. Do not insist on having the lessons given in 
order, for if the children are responsive and ready to enter 
into the spirit of the day, they will mention incidents out 
of the calendar order. It will not be necessary to suggest 
each incident to the children if the quarter's teaching has 
been a success. Do not call for too many details. A little 
child has a marvellous faculty for seizing and telling the 
salient points. 

If the class is too large to hear easily the stories told by 
the children, take up one of the lessons yourself and renew 
interest and enthusiasm by your manner of telling it in its 
new setting. 

A hint now and again will suggest an incident to the chil- 
dren which they can then tell. If the weather is unpropi- 
tious to spontaneity, do not let the lesson drag, but lead 
the children on from one incident to another in the order in 
which they have been studied.] 

The Truth Emphasized, — [Draw the incidents from the 
children in such a way as to make prominent the teaching 
points suggested, for we are not teaching ancient history, 
not the sad condition of suffering humanity, nor the duties 
of man to man. These are the background of our picture, 
— ^things the children will see, but the central figure is the 
kind, the loving, the helping Saviour, "who went about do- 
ing good," revealing in his life and deeds the God who is 
his Father and ours. 

As the incidents are related, teach the stanza suggested, 
letting the class sing it after the telling of each incident, 
that in their hearts they may the more surely crown the 
King of Love, Lord of All.] 



Lesson t4» 

JESUS DYING AND LIVING AGAIN. 

He Is SaTiour of all. 

OcHden Text, — ^We love him, because he first loved us.— 1 John 

4:19. 

Pasagcs for fbe Teacher's Steidy« 

Death : Matt. 27 : 35-50, and parallels, Mark 15 : 24-37 
Luke 23 : 33-46 ; John 19 : 18-30. 

Burial : John 19 : 31-42, and parallels, Matt. 27 : 57-61 
Mark 15 : 42-47 ; Luke 23 : 50-56. 

Resurrection Life : John, chapters 20, 21 ; also Matt. 28 
Mark 16 : 1-18 ; Luke 24 : 1-49 ; 1 Cor. 15 : 4-6. 

Ascension : Luke 24 : 50-53, and parallels, Mark 16 : 19 
Acts 1 : 9-11. 

Analysis* 

Matt. 27 : 35. The sacrifice of love. 

Mark 15 : 25. The offering for sin. 

Luke 23: 34. The^ir*^ «;orc?—*' Forgive them.'' 

Maik 15 : 26. The King of Love. 

Vv. 27, 28. Numbered with transgressors. 

Vv. 29-32. Despised and mocked. 

Luke 23:39-43. The second t£;orcJ— "Paradise.'' 

John 19 : 25-27. The third i/^orei— "Mother." 

Mark 15: 33. Nature's sympathy. 

Vv. 34-36. The/ot^r^Atf^orc^— "Why forsaken?" 

John 19 : 28, 29. TYlq fifth word—'' I thirst." 

V. 30. The sixth worrf— "Finished." 

Luke 23 : 46. The seventh word—'' Into thy hand — '' 

Mark 15 : 37. The sacrifice completed. 

John 19 : 38-42. With the rich in his death, 

Mark 16 : 1-3. The morning messengers. 

Vv. 4-7. The empty sepulchre. 
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John 20 : 1-17. The risen Lord. 

1 Cor. 15 ; 4-6. Summary of his resurrection life. 

Luke 24 : 60-52. " I go unto my Father." 

The Lesson In Outline* 

Link. — How many times he had saved others from pain 
and sorrow ! Now, he chose to suffer because he loved us so. 

Point of Contact. — Would your mother let some one hurt 
you? Jesus saw our sins hurting us. He let them hurt 
him to keep us from being hurt. Ovj Baby and the fire. 
O, Fireman giving his life in rescuing others. 

Teaching Points. — "Christ died for our sins." Jesus 
died "to love us good," — salvation. He rose and lives to 
help us and keep us good. 

Results Sought. — Fact of Jesus' death, resurrection, and 
ascension. Fact of salvation by trust in him. Sense of 
his unspeakable love. Responsive love and devotion. 
Horror of sin, to cost him so! Realization that death 
was going home to Jesus, therefore it may be to us. Rec- 
ognition of occasion for prayer and praise. 

Picture. — Easter morning. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 7. 

Blackboard Hints* 

Draw outlines of hills, also houses, road, and trees. Then 
the central cross and tliose on each side. Put in the on- 
lookers covering the hill. Then draw the tomb and erase 
the multitude. When telling of the resurrection, show the 
women coming to the sepulchre and the two angel figures 
beside it, and as the women return place the figure of ^esus 
before them in the way. 

Tbe Lesson Taught* 

The following incident, told by Mrs. Kennedy, was given 
her by the mother : 

A little boy, not three years old, had exhibited from in- 
fancy fits of temper so violent and uncontrollable that the 
mother lived in horror lest he should some time actually 
kill some one, should he live to grow up. Nothing availed 
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to overcome these paroxysms. One of them occurring Sab- 
bath morning the mother sent the child to Sunday-school, 
hoping that there he might be diverted, she herself spend- 
ing the hour in despairing prayer. 

When the children were coming home she saw that 

C ^s bearing was wholly different from the invariable 

sullen mood following a spasm of temper. He came skip- 
ping along talking with the other children and ran right to 
his mother, crying out, "O mamma, I don't have to be 
bad any more I Jesus died to love me good ! " From that 
day the child never fell into one of the old-time paroxysms. 
If one seemed imminent it was only necessary to say, 

"Why, C , don't you remember? Jesus died to love 

you good ! '' 

That lesson had been on the Crucifixion. Shall we not 
pray, as we prepare to teach, that a similar life influence 
may come to our little ones through this lesson? 

The teacher should study all the details, but present few, 
these few in the consciousness of all the others. 

Approach to the Lesson, — [For the sake of possible new 
scholars begin the lesson at a point of contact with child 
life/J 

What does fire do, children? Mauy times little Arthur's 
mother had bidden him never to play with it. But one day 
when mother was busy in the next room he pushed away 
the fender and began to throw bits of paper on the coals. 
Before he knew it his little kilt-skirt was smoking and a 
yellow flame was running up his sleeve and burning him. 
How quickly mother flew to him when she heard his scream. 
She knew he must have disobeyed her, but she saw the fire 
hurting her little boy. The flames burnt her dear, loving 
hands sadly, but she did not once stop, but put out all the 
fire. How dearly Arthur's mother loved him, to bear all 
that pain to keep her little boy from being badly burned. 
She would rather have the flame hurt her than hurt her 
little boy. 

[Kow suggest that Jesus had seen things hurting people.] 
What was it that was hurting the man whose friends car- 
ried him upon the roof and let him down in front of Jesus? 
What other things did Jesus see hurting people? [blind- 
ness^ pain, hunger^ etc. Becall how sorry Jesus felt for 
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these people, and that he had helped them, had taken those 
things away that were hurting them, and that he had com- 
forted his troubled friends, telling them of his beautiful 
home in heaven.] 

All the time Jesus saw something hurting the lame man 
more than his lameness, the blind man more than his blind- 
ness, the sick people more than the pain he had taken 
away from their bodies, something hurting not their bodies 
but themselves, for all the wrong things they had done made 
their hearts bad, and not one of them could make his own 
bad heart good again and take away his sins, — wrong things 
he had done, — and a bad heart goes on hurting always and 
always. Only a pure heart can enter the heavenly home. 
Jesus saw that the wrong things they had done were hurt- 
ing all these people, he saw how curs would hurt you and 
me, and he loved them, and he loved us. He loved us all 
so dearly that he would rather have our sins hurt him than 
hurt us, and all the days he was thinking about it, and 
waiting for the time to come when he could die and for- 
give, and take away the sins of you and me and of all the 
people he loved so well, and make the bad hearts good 
again. Shall I tell you about it? 

The Lesson Presented, — Some bad people who lived in 
the same country where Jesus lived when he was here did 
not love him, and even hated him so much that they 
wanted to kill him. At last they found a way that they 
could have Jesus put to death, and some soldiers came and 
took him and led him away and crucified him — nailed him 
to a cross of wood — and he let them because he wanted to 
take away our sins and make us good. He was sorry even 
for the people who were treating him so cruelly, and asked 
his Father to forgive them. Patiently all day he bore the 
suffering, and when he knew the time had come for him 
to die he spoke to his Father again, and said, " Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit." I know some beautiful 
verses that tell about Jesus' dying for us ; would you like 
to hear them? 

"There is a green hill far away, 
Without a city wall, 
Where the dear Lord was crucified, 
W^ho di^d tp sav^ us f^ll, 
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" He died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us good, 
That we might go at last to heaven. 
Saved by his precious blood. 

"There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin ; 
He only could unlock the gate 
Of heaven, and let us in." 

After the spirit of Jesus had left his body, kind friends 
took the body from the cross and buried it in a new tomb 
near by. Of course all who loved Jesus were very sad, and 
they thought they would never see him again ; but after 
three days Jesus came from the tomb, and showed himself 
to Mary and to some of his other friends. He walked and 
talked with them, and told them he was soon going home 
to his Father, to his God and their God. One day they 
walked out with him to a beautiful hill, and Jesus lifted 
up his hands and blessed them, and told them he would 
always help Lhem ; and while they were looking at him, he 
was taken up to heaven, and a cloud received him out of 
their sight. Then they knew he was with his dear Father, 
and could see his face again, in the beautiful home Jesus 
had told them about. 

The Truth Emphasized, — Ah, how Jesus' friends loved 
him, because he had loved them so, and how glad they were 
that all their sins were taken away, and that Jesus would 
help them still and forgive them, and give them all the 
goodness they needed to be good with, always and always. 
Should you not think they would have been glad? Should 
you not think they would have loved him? And you 
know he loved us, you and me, just the same, long before 
we knew about it. What would you say to dear Jesus, be- 
cause he loves you so? Yes, we would tell him how " we 
love him because he first loved us '* — we can tell him so 
now. 

[After a brief prayer, teach the prayer hymn.] 



Lesson 15» 

GOD MAKING MAN. 

The Source and Protector of Human Life. 
Golden Text. — ^Thb Lord God formed man. — Gen. 2: 7. 

Passages for the Teacher^s Study ^ wHh Analysis. 
God^s Works of Creation, 

Gen. 1 : 26. The divine purpose respecting man. 

V. 27. Its execution. 

Gen. 2:7. The same in detail. 

Ps. 100 : 3. All owe their life to God. 

God^s Works of Providence, 

Gen. 1 :28. The subjects provided. 
V. 29. The sustenance prepared. 
Gen. 2 : 8. The home supplied. 
Vv. 9, 10. Its store of good things. 
V. 15. Possession and responsibility. 
V. 18. The need of companionship. 
Vv. 19, 20. The humble helpers. 
Vv. 21-24. The worthy helpmeet. 
V. 25, The purity of sinless souls. 

Tfae Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — Jesus went home to heaven, where he and his 
Father had lived together before. What had they done 
then? I will tell you of something they did. 

Point of Contact. — Were you always as big as you are 
now? Did you always live? And your father? And his? 
The first man. Could you take all the care of yourself? 
Who does? God cax-ed for his child. O, show some arti- 



BIBLE LESSONS FOR LITTLE BEGINNERS. 61 

cle — a watch — who made this? Who made you? the first 
man? I will tell you about it. 

TecLching Points. — God made man. God made man good. 
God made man happy. God loved him and took care of 
him. 

Results Sought^Foxit : God made man. Presentiment: 
(a) man is God's child; therefore we are; (b) filial rela- 
tion and obedience ; (c) fraternal relation and care. Pos- 
session and care inseparable. Duties of ownership. Feel- 
ing of God's power and love, groimd for reverence. 

Reference, — For the impression of God's creative powers 
on a child, see Peabody's "Lectures to Kindergartners," 
pp. 153, 154. 

Picture, — Three ages of man. 

Hymn Suggested, — No. 1. 

Blackboaid Kints. 

Draw horizon and mountains, river, trees, and the two 
human figures ; add birds, flock of sheep and larger animals, 
shrubs and gi*ass, while speaking of God's care of Adam. 

The LenoQ TaushU 

Let us remember in the following lessons to guard against 
telling the child everything at once, instead of letting the 
subject develop gradually in his mind. One could easily 
crowd the salient thoughts of the whole quarter into a sin- 
gle lesson, leaving scanty fresh material for the weeks to 
come. Do not give too much at once. 

Keep in mind the work as a whole, and seek to impress 
deeply each truth and fact as the series progresses. 

Logically, one would begin with the creation of the world, 
and take up the appearance of vegetable, animal, and hu- 
man life in historical succession ; but psychologically and 
practically, i.e., if we seek to obey the law of the child's 
mind, we shall begin with that which is nearest the child, 
and lead him back link by link, each new fact we give fit- 
ting into one he already knows, until the completed chain 
furnishes him the sequence of history. 

In speaking of the gifts God bestowed upon Adam with 
the gift of life, let the children gain an idea of the wonder- 
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ful mechanism of the body, its use and its dignity. All 
this would be worth the lesson, in itself, yet we must keep 
these details subservient to the main thought, God the 
source and protector of human life. 

Let us not fear that this lesson will seem commonplace, if 
only we feel the wonder and interest of it all ourselves. 
Remember its newness to the child and see it through a 
child's eyes. A missionary among Canadian Indians re- 
ports that in their delighted enthusiasm when first they 
learned that God made the sun, the earth, or man, they 
would leave their lesson and run for miles to tell the won- 
derful news to their friends. 

Approa4ih to the Lesson. — Where did Jesus go when he 
left this earth? 

[Let one of the class tell of Jesus going back to his 
home, and others add what they remember about that 
home.] Whom shall we see there? [Golden text of Les- 
son 12.] Had Jesus been there before he lived here among 
men? Yes, Jesus and his Father had lived there always, 
you remember, till Jesus came to live here. Who else is 
there? Who else? [Sing a stanza of " Aroimd the throne 
of God in heaven."] 

Annie (to a new scholar, or one absent last week), who 
lives at your house? Tell me the names of all your family. 
Were you always as big as you are now? Did your father 
and mother always have you with them in their home? I 
wonder what they did then when they were alone. Do you 
know? You would like to know all about it; wouldn't 
you? Perhaps they may tell you some time. 

Well, in Jesus' beautiful heavenly home, one time long 
ago, there were none of the children whom we just sang 
about ; none of that great number of people all dressed in 
white about whom I have told you, no one but the Lord. 
Would you like to know what Jesus and his Father did in 
that time? The Lord has told us in the Bible about some 
of the things he did then. 

The Lesson Presented. — To-day I will tell you about one 
of them. 

You told me that once you were not as big as now. Was 
your father always as big as he is now? Did he always 
live? And his father? And his? [You can hold the 
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interest better if you hold up your fingers one after another 
as you speak of the generations.] Yes, and if we could go 
back and tell of all the fathers, by and by we should come 
to the very first man who was a father, — and then to the 
time I am going to tell you about, — before he lived, when 
the Lord looked from heaven and saw no man at all, for 
there was not a man or woman or child in all the world. 
"And God said. Let us make man." "And the Lord God 
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living 
soul." And God called his name Adam. 

God gave Adam a beautiful garden home to live in, with 
a carpet of green grass, lovely flowers all around, and tall 
trees stretching away up over his head. On the bushes 
were berries for Adai^ to eat, and on the trees fruit that he 
could gather. Happy birds sang in the trees, eating the 
fruit and berries too. Beautiful streams of water were in 
that garden, where Adam could get clear fresh water to 
drink, and he could sit by the side of the brook and watch 
the rippling water and listen to the noise it made, dashing 
along over the rocks. All the animals in that garden home 
were tame and gentle and not afraid of Adam. He could 
go up to them and pat them and talk to them and give them 
names. But though Adam could talk to the animals, they 
could not talk to him, and he was lonely. 

The Lord saw how lonely Adam was, even with so many 
good things about him. God said, " It is not good that the 
man should be alone," and the Lord God made a woman 
and brought her to Adam. Then Adam was very glad and 
happy. And Adam called his wife's name Eve. 

God loved these people he had made, Adam and Eve. 
They were his children. He took good care of them, and 
gave them everything they needed — clear water to drink 
when they were thirsty, fruit and berries when they were 
hungry, the birds and animals to watch and play with, 
everytiiing to make that garden a bright and happy place 
for them. 

The Truth Emphasized. — God gave Adam and Eve other 
things besides the beautiful garden home to live in. He 
gave them eyes to see all the beautiful things around them ; 
ears to hear with, to listen to the birds, the waters, and to 
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God's Yoioe; hands to work with, to pick the flowers and 
gather the berries, and to take care of the things in the gar- 
den; and he gave them feet so that they oonld walk about 
their garden home, np and down along the brooks and 
throng the woods, wherever they wanted to go. And 
best of all, God gave Adam and Eve hearts that were all 
pure and right, hearts tiiat were full of love to (rod who 
had made them, who had made them so happy, had given 
them this beaatifol garden home to live in and take care of, 
and so many good things. They loved God, and loved to 
please him and do right every day from morning till night. 
Sometimes God talked with them in the garden in ''the 
cool of the day.'' 

Who was it made the first man? Yes, ''The Lord (rod 
formed man." 

[Use the hymn, "Praise Him," to give expression to the 
new sense of wonder, love and joy wMch this lesson should 
impart.] 



Lesson t6. 

GOiyS CARE OF ELIJAH. 

Example of God*8 Proyidenoe on the Supernatural Plane. 

Ooldm Text.-—BhEBSES> akb all they that put thbib tbubt in 

HIM.— -Psalm 2: 13. 

Panages for the Teacfaer^s Study» with AnatyslB. 

1 Kings 17 : 1. Elijah one who trusted the Lord. The 
approach of trouble. 
Vv. 2, 3. God directs respecting his wants. 
V. 4. The provision made for God's servant. 
V, 5. Elijali's prompt obedience. 
V. 6. No good thing lacked. 
19 : 4. The exhausted servant. 
V. 5. The heavenly ministration. 
V. 6. The accepted blessing. 
Vv. 7, 8. Special provision for special necessity. 
Vv. 9, 10. The Lord recognizes further need. 
Vv. 11-14. He undertakes for its supply. 
Vv. 15-18. God gives encouragement and usefulness. 

The Lesson In OtftUne* 

Link. — You saw how God took care of Adam. Not of 
Adam only^ but of others; e.g ^he cared for Elija«h. 

Foint of Contact. — Have you seen birds bring food to 
their young who need it? God taught them to. He knew 
the need. Once God let them take care of a man who 
needed it. Ovy Our own need of food. Ovy Parents' an- 
ticipation of a child's needs. 

Teaching Points. — God knew Elijah's need. God sup- 
plied that need. God loved Elijah. Elijah obeyed. 

Results Sought. — Fascination of Bible stories; no others 
6 
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SO good! Sense of God's unlimited power and resources: 
can set nature aside (reverence). Presentiijaent of God's 
omniscience and omnipotence. Impression: God loved 
Elijah. Elijah trusted God. Therefore God could give 
him the best for him. 

Picture. — The Jordan. Palestine. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 1. 

Blackboard Hints. 

In drawing picture in left half of boards put in the birds 
last. In the other picture add cruse and fire after the rest. 

The Lctton Tatis^t. 

Approach to the Lesson, — Tell me, children, about the 
seeds we planted eight weeks ago. How are they growing? 
What are you doing for them? Yes, they need water and 
sunshine, and need them every day. T^o was it had a 
beautiful garden for his home? Who was Adam? What 
did he do there in the garden? [Talk about his care of 
it, with its plants and trees, flowers and fruits.] But who 
took care of Adam and Eve every day? God gave Adam 
pleasant things to use and to look at ; the rivers with their 
sweet water [show a picture of river or brook, lest some 
children have never seen one] ; the birds flying in and out 
among the branches, carrying food to their hungry little 
ones, just as you children have seen them do, for God 
taught the birds to take care of their little ones that way 
(this to prepare the way for to-day's lesson). You re- 
member about the pleasant evening talks Adam and Eve 
had with the Lord (Gen. 3 : 8 implies such evening com- 
munions), and how God took care of them every day. 

Would you like to hear the story of another man and the 
very wonderful way God took care of him? 

The Lesson Presented, — This man, Elijah, was a good 
minister, who tried every day to do the things God told 
him to do. One day God told him that a famine was com- 
ing, a. time when there would be no bread for the i)eople to 
eat, when the wells and the springs would dry up so the 
people could not get water to drink, and they would be 
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hungry and thirsty. Then God said to Elijah : " Go and 
stay by the brook, and I will take care, of you ; I have told 
the ravens to feed you.'' 

So Elijah went. He started and walked on and on till 
he came to the brook God had told him about. There he 
found plenty of water running in the brook so that he could 
drink as much as he wished. His food was all gone, but 
in the morning he looked up and saw birds flying toward 
him, and eaxsh bird had something in its mout^ "The 
ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and 
bread and flesh in the evening"; for God had told the 
ravens to take care of Elijah. The next morning they 
came again and the next evening and morning, and every 
day as long as God told Elijah to stay there. So though 
other people were hungry and thirsty, Elijah did not go 
without any good thing, for God gave him all he needed. 

Elijah tried every day to do as God wished him to do, 
and he felt sure in his heart that God would give him 
everything that it was good and best for him to have. How 
happy Elijah was with his heart all full of trust in his 
heavenly Father ! 

The Truth Emphasized. — Another time, Elijah was going 
on a long, long journey. He was very tired, and there 
were no houses where he could go to rest or get food, and 
no stores where he could buy anything. He sat down im- 
der a tree, and fell asleep. The Lord knew just how tired 
and hungry he was, and sent an angel, who made a little 
Are and baked some cakes for him, and brought him some 
water, and then came and touched him, and said, '^ Arise 
and eat." So Elijah sat up and took the nice food^ and 
then lay down and slept again. 

"And the angel of the Lord came again the second time, 
and touched him and said. Arise and eat." Elijah sat up 
again and ate the nice food, and felt strong to go on his 
journey and do the work the Lord had for him to do. 
Elijah knew the Lord had sent the angel on purpose to 
make him strong for his journey. How happy he was to 
know the Lord was taking care of him. The Lord had sent 
him food at the side of the brook by birds, and now under 
the tree in the wood he sent it by an angel. Elijah knew 
God would always take care of him. He trusted the Lord, 
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and it was such a happy feeling. " Blessed are all they that 
put their trust in hipi.'' 

IUse again the hymn, '^ Praise Him." Its significance 
1 broaden and deepen in the thought of the children as 
it becomes the expression of heartfelt love and praise upon 
many occasions. 

Let the children give the story to you again^ asking them 
what they hare to tell their motiiers to-day.] 



Lesson 17* 

QOiyS CARE OF US. 

Personal Realization of God's Proyidenoe on the Natural Plane. 
Golden Text. — He cahbth fob you. — 1 Peter 6: 7. 

Panages for tbe Teacher's Study^ with Analyiif* 

Matt. 6 : 25. The greater includes the less. 
V. 26. An illustration from nature. 
v. 27. Man's helplessness, in himself. 
Yy. 28, 29. Another argument from nature. 
Vv. 30-32. God careth for you. 

Eom. 8 : 28. All planned for the good of those that lore 
God. 

Zeeh. 2 : 8. The preciousness of his children to the Lord. 
Ps. 4 : 8. The mighty safeguard. 
James 1 : 17. All good gifts from above. 

The Lesion In Outline* 

Link. — Adam and Eve and Elijah needed God's care. 
Did he give it? We need it too. Does he give it to us? 
Think! 

Point of Contact. — What is your bread made of? Where 
does that come from? (Back to sunshine, earth, and rain.) 
So God really gives it. Or, Trace .other lines of his care : 
e.g., the provision of clothing, fuel, etc. Or, Those who 
help in the care of the children through the trades. 

Teaching Points. — God knows our need. He loves us. 
He supplies our need. 

Results Sought. — Sense of God's individual care, imply- 
ing his personal love, and wakening personal response. 
Love and care are linked. To see nature's work and gifts 
as God's nature simply cariying out God's l^hQst« 
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Picture. — The harvest. 
Hymn Suggested. — No. 9. 

Blackboard Ifinta. 

Draw horizon (without sun), stream and tree, and house 
with tree beside it. Put figures in house. Then draw 
store, counter, and salesman. Show the boy's going there. 
Add mill and trace his way hither. Then farmer's 
house, fanner and wheat field, tracing the boy's progress 
on across the stream, drawing cloud with falling rain, and 
finally the sun. At last show the little boy kneeling to 
pray. 

The LcsKm Taught* 

In the last lesson we had an example of God's care, by 
supernatural agencies. The lesson of to-day should reveal 
God as the source of the care which comes tiirough natural 
and ordinary agencies, as seen by the children in their own 
lives. The lesson for next week is intended to widen and 
fix the impression, as the same truth is seen in the care 
which surrounds all people. 

Let us remember ^at an intuition of cause and effect is 
inborn in the child. He begins to trace causes from effects 
long before he can understand or speak words. Remember, 
also, the ease with which the child goes back to the First 
Cause and his satisfaction in so doing; and, allying our- 
selves with this instinct of mind, let us take the thoughts 
in the Scripture words, " Your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need " (God's knowledge) ; " He that toucheth 
you toucheth the apple of his eye " (his love) ; " Every 
good gift Cometh down from the Father of lights " (his 
care), and make our lesson an illustration of them. The 
focal point is God's cai*e. We might trace it in many lines, 
but hunger is the want for which the children most fre- 
quently feel the need of care ; let us begin at that point. 

Under "The Truth Emphasized," when speaking of 
God's care for us in giving us such bodies, lead the children 
to talk with you about them, renewing and deepening the 
impression of their dignity, wonder, and worth, which we 
sought to give in the fifteenth lesson. 

A little boy was speaking discontentedly of his little 
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neighbors. "They have ponies and carriages and every- 
thing, and I'm poor and can't have anything. 'Tis n't 
fair!" "Well," said the wise father, "will you sell me 
your hands for ten thousand dollars? " The boy thought 
— "No, sir." "Perhaps you would sell your legs then. 
Would you sell them for ten thousand dollars? " "No, 
sir! " "Then I don't think my boy is so very poor, when 
he has what is worth more than twenty thousand dollars ! " 
An apprehension of the wealth possessed in the often un- 
noticed gifts of God's loving care can hardly fail to be a 
safeguard against restlessness and discontent in many a life 
as it matures. 

Approach to the Lesson. — What did God know was com- 
ing in Elijah's country that Elijah did not know about? 
Wliat would Elijah need every day when the famine came? 
Could he get bread at the stores? Could he get water 
from the wells? Where did God tell him to go? So Eli- 
jah did not go hungry or thirsty, for God took care of him. 
"Blessed are all they that put tiieir trust in him." Shall 
we say it together? 

Another time Elijah was going on a long journey through 
some woods. Was there any house where he could go to 
rest? Any house where he could buy food? Where did 
he fall asleep? Who wakened him? What did he see? 
Who had sent the angel and the food? So Elijah was 
not tired and hungry any more, for God had sent the angel 
to take care of him. 

The Lesson Presented. — Do you and I need breakfast and 
supper every day like Elijah? Who gives them to you? 
[Some children will say, "God"; some, "mother." Ac- 
knowledge both, for both are true. Always assent to what- 
ever is true in an answer, though it may not be the answer 
you expect or desire.] 

What did you have for breakfast this morning, children? 

[Select the bread from the varied m^nu and ask about 
that.] What is it made of? Where does that come from, 
etc. [Some children may be able to trace back the se- 
quence to its source ; if so, let them do it, otherwise stop 
with the question next beyond their limit of knowledge and 
tell the "Don't thajok me^^ story, a kindergarten stoiy,. 
only the outline of which is suggested.] 
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A little boy has enjoyed his nice, white bread very much, 
and wants to thank some one for it. He goes first to his 
mother, but she sends him to Bridget, who made the bread. 
When he thanks Bridget she says, " Oh, I only mixed the 
flour and water together. Don't thank me for your bread; 
thank the man at the store who sold me the flour." The 
storekeeper in the same way says, "Don't thank me, thank 
the miller." The miller sends him to the farmer, and thus 
the child is sent to thank one after another — the wheat, the 
rain, the clouds, the sun. The sun, like all the others 
saying, "Don't thank me. Thank the good God who made 
me and told me to shine and shine and help the wheat grow, 
so the farmer could carry it to the mill, and the miller 
could grind it up into flour, so the storekeeper could sell it 
to Bridget so she could make the nice bread for the little 
boy God loves." So the child's final thanksgiving is made 
to God. 

[At this point read to the children these wonderful verses, 
Psa. 147:7, 8; 144:13; 104:10, 13-15; Isa. 55:10.] 

** Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving ; 

Sing praise unto our God : 

Who covereth the heaven with clouds. 

Who preparoth rain for the earth ; 

Who maketh grass to grow upon the mountains." 
''That our garners may be full. 

Affording all manner of store." 
'' He sendeth the springs into the valleys, 

Which run among the hills." 
''He watereth the hills from his chambers.. . . 

That he may bring forth food out of the earth . . . 

And bread which strengtheneth man^s heart." 

Did God do all that for you? Does he take care of you? 
[Teach golden text.] 

The Truth Emphasized, — Can you tell me about any 
other things God has done for you? Yes, he has given 
us water to drink, yes, clothes to wear, our homes, our par- 
ents, good sleep every night, strong little bodies to use, 
and to enjoy things with —every good gift. 

[After this general talk, show a picture of harvest, and 
talk about it once more, reviewing the golden text. The 
hymn will deepen the impression and fix the truth.] 



Lesson (8. 

GOI^S CARE OF ALL PEOPLE. 

Generalization : The Universality of His ProYldenoe. 

Golden Text. — Thou showbst loving -kindness unto thousands. 

—Jer. 82: 18. 

Pas8ac;es for the Teacber^s Study^ with Afulyiis. 

Ps. 91 : 1. God's care for his obedient children. 

Vv. 2-4. Deliverance from danger. 

Vv. 5, 6. Deliverance from fear. 

Vv. 7, 8. Deliverance from contamination. 

Vv. 9, 10. The impregnable fortress. 

Vv. 11, 12. The angel guards. 

V. 13. Victory over evil. 

Vv. 14, 15. The response of love. 

V. 16. The crown of salvation. 

Luke 16 : 36. God's care of his wayward children. 

Matt. 5 : 45. His unwavering kindness. 

Ps. 103 : 13. The tenderness of his care. 

Acts 14 : 17. Witness nature, how he does good to all. 

The Lenon in Outlme* 

Link. — Has God taken care of you this week? Only 
you? Only the children of this Sunday-school? No. 
Other children, other people, all people. 

Point of Contact. — ^Does mother care for only one or two 
of her children? All. Only once in a wMle? Daily. 
So God cares for his children, all of them, all the time. 
Or, Their teacher's interest in all her class. Or, Experi- 
ence with their seeds — all must be cared for every day. 

TeoA^hing Points. — God knows the need of ail people. 
He loves all. He cares for all. 

Residta Sought. — Heightened sense of God's omniscience, 
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Qmnipotenoe, and loying-kindness. Piesentinient : If €rod 
lores all, all should love him. 

Anticipation. — Ask questions to make them think, so as 
to tell next time, some things people need: e.g.j food, shel- 
ter, clothing, animals to work. 

Reference. — Peabody's "Lectures to Kindergartners,*' p. 
223. 

Picture. — Modem Italy. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 9. 

nadcboafd Hmtk 

In the sketch for this lesson put in last the fields with 
growing crops of varying sorts, as indicated by difference 
of stroke. 

The LcHoa Tatight* 

Approach to the Lesson. — Ask a child who has brothers 
or sisters if he had all the bread he needed at breakfast and 
supper yesterday. Did mother give the bread to you only? 
To brother, too? To whom else? Yes, to all the children, 
all the family. But where did the bread come from? Tell 
me all about it. [Get all to join in the talk.] So who was 
taking care of you every day? 

Robbie, has God taken care of you too? Has he taken 
care of all the children? So the Lord took care of you 
every one, but were you the only children he has taken care 
of this week? Hasn't he taken care of the other children 
in the school? Of all the children in town? And of their 
mothers and fathers too? He has taken care of all the 
people in all the houses every day. Were they all hungry 
every day? And when they had their food to eat, who was 
taking care of them and blessing them? Did you ever go 

to ? [Mention another town or city familiar to the 

children.] Were there people there? Did you see many 
people in the streets? Yes, hundreds, even thousands, of 
people live in that great city. And God in his loving- 
kindness takes care of them all. He shows loving-kindness 
to hundreds and thousands of people every day. If you 
travel out this way [pointing east], what do you come to? 
Yes, to the ocean, a great stretch of water that reaches out 
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as far as you can see, farther 'than you can see, for if you 
get on a large steamer you will go on and on for five days 
and five nights before you come to the land on the other 
side. When you get oiBf the steamer, you will find hun- 
dreds of people in that country too, and when you get to 
the big cities, hundreds and thousands of people. And 
God loves all these people, and in his loving-kiniiess takes 
care of them all. He shows his "loving-kindness unto 
thousands." 

The Lesson Presented. — This morning when we woke up 
it was bright and light. What made it so? Yes, God 
makes the sun rise every morning to give the light that 
helps mother and father see to do their work, and the chil- 
dren see to get dressed and go to school. God sends the 
sun every day, not only to us, but to all the children and 
all the people all over the world. " He maketh his sun to 
rise on the evil and on the good.'' God sends the sunshine 
to bring brightness and blessing and happiness to aU. 
When the sun is shining bright, the children like to go out 
to play. The pussy cat and the dog like to lie on the steps 
in the sunshine ; it makes them feel so warm and comfort- 
able. The sun shines bright on the flowers and seeds and 
bushes and trees all over Qie world, and the warmth makes 
them grow. 

God gives the day with its bright light, and when the 

day is over, and the darkness comes on, he gives the ? 

In every home the night comes, with its rest and quiet. 
Thousands of people lie down to quiet sleep because the 
Lord gives them the night. He shows " loving-kindness to 
thousands." When we speak to the heavenly Father in 
our prayers, we can say to him, "Thou showest loving- 
kindness unto thousands." Will you say it after me now? 

You see, little folks, how God uses the sunshine to take 
care of people — to give light so we can see to do our work, 
but — Arthur— I can tell you something else, very wonder- 
ful, God does with the sunshine, another way he uses it — 
Annie — to take care of people. You know how warm it 
feels when the sunshine comes in your face. Well, Min- 
nie, God sends some of the little warm sunbeams down to 
shine on the great ocean where all the waters are. When 
they shine and shine on the cold waters, Harry, tiny wee 
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drops creep up out of the ocean and go riding up into the 
sky with the sunbeams, till they get so heavy that— did you 
know it, Freddie, the sunbeams shake them off and they 
get together and make big clouds, and the winds blow the 
clouds from the ocean over to the land, and they sail on till 
they get so heavy they turn into rain-drops and fall down 
to the earth, to give the thirsty grass and flowers the drink 
they have been wanting so much ; they fall on the dusty 
road to make it pleasant again, and on the fields where the 
wheat is waiting for a good rain to make it grow, and they 
fall into the little streams to help them grow bigger and 
bigger and run on and on till they join the river. God 
sends the rain to bring a blessing to all people all over the 
earth. "Thou showest loving-kindness unto thousands." 

[Use the suggested picture, or a similar one, to give the 
children a sense of the multitude of homes and people, for 
whom the Lord cares every day.] 

The Truth Emphasized, — [At the close of the lesson draw 
from the children all the things they can mention that peo- 
ple need to make them happy and comfortable. Let them 
see God as the giver (the ultimate giver) of all these good 
gifts. 

Ask questions to make the children think of things to 
tell next week that will lead to the thought of God's pro- 
vision for man by making animals for his comfort and ser- 
vice.] Where do people get their warm dresses for win- 
ter? Their shoes, and gloves, their milk and butter, etc.? 
How can man plough the ground to make it ready for the 
seed? Find out and tell me next Sabbath. 

[If you are familiar with Froebel's favorite hymn, "From 
quiet night the sun's bright light," sing that first stanza 
or teach it to the children. K not, use again the first 
stanza of Ko. 9.] 



Lesson 19. 

GOD MAKING ANIMALS. 

The Source of Creature Life. 
Golden Text.—QoD madb the beast op the earth.— Gto. 1: 26. 

Passages for the Teaciier^s Study^ with Analysis* 

Gen. 1 : 24 and 20. God's purpose of preparation. 

His provision for man's welfare. 

Vv. 25, 21. The animal kingdom inaugurated. 

Earth, air, and water filled with life. 

V. 22. God's creatures blessed of him. 

Job 38 : 39, 40. Their daily wants met by his care. 

The Lesson In Outline* 

Link. — We saw that God takes care of everybody. 
What are some of the things people need to help them get 
along? Well, God had prepared them. 

Point of Contact. — The help and protection and pleasure 
derived from animals. Once there were none. God knew 
what people would need and had prepared it. Ovj Chil- 
dren's fondness for pets; pleasure in a drive; protection by 
a watch-dog. Or, The services rendered by beasts of bur- 
den. 

Teaching Points. — God made auimals. They had needs. 
God knew it. He provided for their needs. 

Results S<mght. — Fact : God made all creatures. Making 
and caring linked. Cumulative impression of God's power, 
love, and wisdom; hence the greater reason for loving, 
trusting, and reverencing him. 

Picture. — Return to the Farm. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 10. 



7^ msLE usmcnfA fdk uttle ieegtssemsl. 



The Uanfittt who is i^Ifnl whh her eraroa e«cld add 
sntMrb to the mUfm^ of this les^jQ, by sketeMng qnieklj 
the dtfiertttt kinds of autkiinals talked abotit — horse, eaw, 
dfjgf sheep^ ete. 

For tiiose who hare not dereh/ped this measoie of skill, 
the saggestion is fj^^rtd of drawing an cutline wagon while 
giring the opening talk aboat the serriceableness of the 
horse. 



The Um Ta«Kbk 

Pietares^ of coarse, would help in fixing and sustaining 
interest in this lesson. A collection of pietnies for sach 
occasions is recommended to every teacher. 

jipproach to the Lessf/n, — ^Did you ever go to drive? 
When you came home^ whom did you thank for your pleas- 
ant time? I^m glad if you do thank father or mother when 
you come home^ but who drew the carriage all the way so 
patiently^ working hard to give you pleasure? Could you 
have had so much pleasure in your cbive without the good 
horse? Then we might say "thank you '' for our drive to 
the horse^ too^ might we not? I wonder if any of you 
found how it is men plough the ground^ to make it soft and 
ready for the good seed. Who helps them do that work? 
But how came there to be any horses to give people so 
much help and pleasure? [Do not seek an answer, nor 
ptir»ue the question, at this point simply drop it as a seed- 
thought.] 

Did any of you find to whom we could say " thank you " 
for the warm dresses we wear in winter? But how came 
there to be any sheep to give us soft, warm wool to make 
dresses and ooats and stockings to keep us warm? [Con- 
tinue in this line, asking whom they can thank for various 
eomforts which are animal products— shoes, milk, butter, 
(^ggs— being sure to ask about each thing suggested last 
week, for their investigation. Failure to follow up some- 
thing you have ask(ul children to do has a demoralizing 
efft»nt. After eaoh line of inquiry ask, How came there to 
bo tttty oow8| hens, bees?] 
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The Lesson Presented. — [Let the children think of the 
pets they love so well, and ask again, How came there to 
be any? — enumerating them.] Ah ! long ago there were not 
any animals, no horses, no dogs, no sheep, etc. ; but the 
dear heavenly Father knew how much we should need them 
to help us get along. He knew how Adam would need 
them so he could have clothes to wear (Gen. 3:21), and 
help in his work, and long before " the Lord God formed 
man," before he made Adam and Eve, "God made " every 
animal, "every beast of the eai-th," so they would be all 
ready to help Adam and Eve and all the people who have 
lived since, and to give us pleasure, and to help take care 
of us. 

[Prepare for the golden text, using the word " animals " 
at first instead of "beast," then using them together, that 
the word "beast " may not soimd repellent to the children.] 

Would you like to hear about that time? In the Bible 
our heavenly Father has told us about it. 

On the very first page of my Bible I can read about how 
God made the animals that walk and run on the earth, and 
the cattle, and everything that creeps on the earth, " and 
God saw that it was good." 

He made living creatures to move in the water, big fish 
and little fish. He made birds to fly above the earth. 
"And God saw that it was good." 

[Talk more about the various creatures. Let the chil- 
dren tell you all the kinds of " cattle " they know, " beasts," 
"creeping things," what the "moving creatures that have 
life " in the water are ; and let the truth sink into their 
minds that God thought about and made them, every one.] 

God took care of the animals and birds and fish he had 
made. He knew what they would need to eat every day, 
and had it ready for them. He knew the bears and foxes 
would need something to keep them warm, and so he made 
warm, furry coats to grow on their bodies. To the birds 
he gave coats of beautiful feathers to keep them warm, and 
gave them wings so they could fly through the air from 
branch to branch and tree to tree. The fish did not need 
warm coats, for they live in the water all the time, but 
God gave them fins to swim with, so they can go fast 
through the clear water. 
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The Truth Emphasized. — [Teaxih the children to sing the 
chorus of hymn 10. Lead in a prayer of thanksgiving for all 
the kindness of God in making these many creatures to help 
us, and to give us pleasure, not forgetting to thank him for 
taking oare of them as well as of us.] 



i 



Lesson 20* 



GOD^ CARE OF THE BIRDS. 

The Presenrer of Creature Life. 

Golden Text. — ^Yoxtb hbaybnly Fatheb fbbdbth thsk. — ^Matt 

6: 26. 

Panages for tbe Teacher's Stody^ witfi Analyvb. 

Job 38 : 41. The daily wants of the birds met by Ood's 
cai'e. 

Matt. 6 : 26 ; Luke 12 : 24. He f eedeth them. 
Matt. 10 : 29. Ood's tender regard for his creatures. 

The Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — Eecall creatures talked of last week. Others 
that God made. 

. Point of Contact. — Have you seen birds get food out-of- 
doors? How did it come to be ready for them? 

Teaching Points. — The particularity of God's care. Not 
one forgotten, the most worthless, the most restless. 

Results Sought. — A fresh increment to the thought of 
God's love and care. Fresh measure of trust. 

Picture. — Swallows. Show a nest. 

Hymn Suggested. — First stanza of No. 10. 

Blackboard Hints. 
Draw first the bough and nest. Add landscape and birds. 

The Lesson Taught* 

The teacher may gain some idea of the vastness of this 
provision from the fact that to feed the pigeons in Eng- 
land, estimated at two thousand million, requires daily 
seventeen million bushels of seeds, acorns, grain, etc. 
6 
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— enough to fill over a hundred large churches. Yet this 
they findy with no storehouse nor bam, and no human 
help. Give the children an impression of the vast amount 
required daily for even a few of the birds of the world. 

Approach to the Lesson. — How glad we are to see Sadie 
back again to-day ! But she didn't hear any of the won- 
derful story of last Sunday about God making the , 

what were they? Who can tell Sadie? What animals did 
God make? What was the verse you carried home to tell 
mother last Sunday? [Golden text.] Whom did he make 
them for? How do they help people? Tell me some 
more ways. Who takes care of the animals? What do we 
call the creatures with wings and feathers? Who made 
them? Do you remember a very wonderful way some birds 
helped a good minister one time? Who was he? [Recall 
Elijah's story.] Do birds often do that with the food they 
get? Who told them to take it to Elijah? What do 
they do with it usually? Just eat it themselves? What, 
then? 

The Lesson Presented, — Who told the birds to carry food 
to the baby birds in the nest? Yes, the heavenly Father 
has told them to take care of their little family by making 
them love the baby birds. Where do the baby birds live? 
Would you like to see a nest? 

[Show a nest and talk about it — the material and where 
gathered, the wisdom God has given the father and mother 
bird to build such a nice, warm house, his kindness in mak- 
ing ready the things they need for the building. When 
talking about the nest, quote or give the thought of the 
following. It may give more of comfort to the child, for 
his own life, than we dream.] 

"Blow, winds of heaven, your power combine ; 
Without his high behest 
Te shall not in the mountain pine 
Disturb the sparrow's nest 1 " 

Where do the birds find the food they bring home to the 
little ones in their nest? Have you seen birds gathering 
food out-of-doors? How did it come to be ready for them? 
Jesus was talking about the birds one day, and he told the 
people how their food came to be ready for them every 
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day ; " for," he said, " your heavenly Father feedeth them," 
and not one of them is forgotten by God. 

Have you ever seen a flock of pigeons? Sometimes 
there are so many pigeons in a flock we cannot count them. 
In England there are such large numbers of pigeons that to 
feed one flock just for a day would take more than a church 
full of acorns and seeds and grains. Yet the heavenly 
Father has this food ready for them every day. Morning 
by morning all the multitudes of birds start happily and 
fearlessly to hunt for their needed food, never anxious lest 
they should go hungry. 

Have you not heard the birds singing and twittering in 
the early morning? It does not trouble them any that they 
have no barrel of flour, no loaf of bread to go to, for "your 
heavenly Father feedeth them." 

The Truth Emphasized, — [Ask the children to think 
where birds build their nests, to find where the seeds, etc., 
grow that they eat, and to tell you all about it next time 
they come. Ask them to bring next Sunday any of their 
plants which have blossomed. As the seeds were planted 
in connection with Lesson 10, some may have bloomed by 
this time.] 



Lesson 2t* 

GOD MAKING FLOWERS. 

The Souroe and Siistalner of Vegetable Life. 

Golden Text. — The Lord God made . . . evert plant of the 

FIELD. — (Jen. 2:4, 5. 

Passages for the Teacher^s Study^ wttf& Analysis* 

Gen. 1 ; 11. Jehovah's plan. 
V. 12. It is carried out. 

Matt. 6: 28-30. How the field flowers are "clothed.'' 
Isa. 55 : 10. Provision for summer growth and winter pro- 
tection. 

2 Sam. 23 : 4. Refreshment given to the fainting herb. 

The Lesson in Outiine* 

Link. — What do birds eat? Seeds, etc. Where do they 
live? Trees, etc. God had prepared these for them, and 
for these he cared. 

Point of Contdct, — Have flowers. Talk about them. 
Let the children feel their attractiveness. "God made 
them all for you." Or, The use of plants. Ovy Their 
experience with growing plants. 

Teaching Points. — God made each, loves each, and pro- 
vides for each. 

Besults Sought. — Impression: God's love of beauty. A 
new phase of his love and care, hand in hand. 

Show real flowers, growing plants, Palestine flowers. 

Anticipation. — ^Where do plants live? What helps them 
grow? 

Picture. — Springtime. 

Hymn Suggested. — Second stanza No. 10. 
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Blackboafd Hints. 

Sketch horizon, hills, and riyer ; then make in succession^ 
as you talk about them, rushes, grass, shrubs, trees, etc. 

If skilled, draw, in the grass in foreground, a few flowers 
in colored chalk, e.g.y daisies or buttercups. 

TEe LesBoa Taught* 

Approach to the Lesson. — Last Sabbath I asked you to 
find out something and tell me to-day. What was it? 
Can you tell me all about it? [Let the children talk with 
you freely about these things.] 

Where do most birds build their nests? Do the trees 
and bushes do anything more for the birds besides giving 
them a place to make their homes? [Shelter from heat 
and rain, fruit to eat, flowers full of honey for humming- 
birds, etc.] How came the trees to be ready for them? 
Do birds eat nothing but fruit? What else? Where do 
the seeds come from? [Show heads of wheat used in Les- 
son 10; also other kinds of seed still on the plant, e.^., a 
spray of last year's golden-rod, or clematis, morning-glory 
seeds, etc., and lead the children to recognize that they 
came from flowers.] How came there to be any flowers or 
seeds, or plants, or trees? 

The Lesson Presented. — Tell me the names of the trees 
you know. Of the plants and flowers you know. 

[Ask about the plants at home and show any that have 
been brought.] 

Shall I tell you how there came to be any grass and 
bushes and trees? Here [opening your Bible at the first 
chapter of Grenesis] in the very beginning of the Bible, it 
tells how long, long ago, before there were any people or 
animals or birds, God knew what they would need, and 
made it ready for them. He knew the cows and horses 
and sheep would need grass to eat, so he made the earth to 
bring forth grass. He knew the birds would need some- 
thing to eat, so he made seeds to grow on the grass for 
them, and made bushes with seeds and berries, and trees 
with cherries and apples, and vines with grapes. He knew 
the people would need food, and the fruits and berries were 
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for them too. On the plants and bushes he made flowers 
to grow, to give honey to the bees and humming-birds ; 
such beautiful flowers that it made the people happy to 
look at them, to take care of them, and to watch them 
grow. The trees God made to give the birds a safe place 
to build their nests, and to give the people shade from the 
hot sunshine. 

[Show the flowers you have brought. Wild flowers are 
preferable. Talk about them and sing or repeat to the 
children the chorus of the song, " The Alder by the River,*' 
" Songs and Games for Little Ones," p. 28 :] 

"Who is it brings the flowers. 
Adorning earth anew? 
'Tis God, O happy children ; 
He makes them all for you." 

How the good God loves the beautiful flowers, and loves 
to make them for us to enjoy ! 

What do your plants at home need to make them grow? 
Did God have any sunshine and water ready for the first 
plants and grass and trees he made? Yes, the sun rose in 
the sky every morning to give them light and sunshine ; 
and the clouds came when they needed water and showered 
the rain-drops down on them. And God still gives sun- 
shine and rain to his plants and trees and grass out of 
doors. 

The Truth Emphasized, — A little yellow rose had lived 
in a glass house as long as she could remember. One 
warm spring morning the gardener took off the roof of the 
house, which was all glass like our windows, and the gen- 
tle, warm rain-drops fell down on the thirsty roses. " Do 
the little flowers outside have any nice rain? " asked the 
little yellow rose. "No, of course not," answered her 
proud sister roses, " this rain is just for us. The gardener 
doesn't take any care of those outside flowers." In a few 
days the roses were planted out of doors, where they could 
see all around them, and the next time the rain came, the 
little yellow rose saw that her sisters had been mistaken. 
To be sure, the gardener did not take care of the wild flow- 
ers she could see through the fence, but it made her so glad 
to know that somebody was taking care of them, and had 
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sent the warm rain-drops to shower down on the daisies, the 
grass, the chickweed, and even the dusty road. We know 
who that somebody is. Who? Yes, the Lord takes care 
of the flowers, the Lord who made them. " The Lord God 
made . . . every plant of the field." 

[Eepeat a stanza of the hymn, " Waiting to Grow '' :] 

'' Nothing so small or hidden so well 
That God cannot find it and presently tell 
His sun where to shine and his rain where to go, 
Helping, helping them grow.'^ 

[Give each child a flower, and, if possible, a copy of the 
picture, which goes with this lesson, to take home.] What 
can you tell mother about the flowers? The picture? 



Lesson 22* 

GOD MAKING ALL THINGS. 

GenerallzatioD : The God of Power and Wisdom the Source of All. 
Oolden Text, — All things webb made bt him. — John 1: 8. 

Passages for the Teacher^s Study^ with Analysis* 

John 1:1; Exod. 20 : 11. What God created. 

Ps. 33 : 9. How God created. 

Summary: 

Gen. 1 : 1-10, 14-19. The mineral Kingdom. 

Vv. 11-13. The vegetable Kingdom. 

Vv. 20-31. The animal Kingdom. 

Gen. 2 : 7. The spiritual Kingdom. 

The Lesson in Outline. 

Link. — God made the plants. What do they need? 
(Earth, water, sun.) These God had prepared; and all 
things. 

Foint of Contact, — Sunshine, their happiness in it. 
Plants' need of it. This too was prepared. Or, The re- 
freshment of a drink of water. Or, Their fondness for 
snow and sliding. Dry Interest in watching the stars or 
moon. 

Tedching Point, — God made everything. 

Result Sought, — Fact: Clear now that God is the source 
of all. Growth in reverence for him and for his works. 

Picture, — Raftsund, Norway. 

Hymn Suggested. — Second stanza. No. 10. 

Blackboard Hints. 

Draw at first a straight horizon line across board, with 
horizontal strokes across it to represent the deep, without 
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form and void. Next the cloud, then the emerging moun- 
tains. Kow limit the ocean by drawing shore line, and 
erase water lines elsewhere. Draw river, rushes, and grass, 
shrubs, trees, and woods, then birds and flock of sheep. 



The Lesson Tats^bt* 

Approach to the Lesson, —[If a bright day, direct the 
children's attention to it.] What makes it bright? Where 
does the sunshine come from? Do you like it? etc. [If 
not bright, ask] Can we see the sunshine to-day? Where 
is it? Why don't we see it? Will the clouds stay al- 
ways? When they go away, what shall we see? Will 
you be glad then? Why? 

The Lesson Presented. — Who else likes the sunshine? 
[If no one thinks of plants, ask questions that will suggest 
their own.] Would they grow well in the dark? Would 
the trees, grass, etc., grow if it was night always? What 
makes the day so light? Where is it the sunshine comes 
from? But who made the sun all bright and beautiful, to 
give the light? Yes, dear Jesus and his Father made the 
sun to shine, and make us so happy, and help the plants 
and flowers and trees grow. Before there were any plants 
to need the sunshine, or any birds, or people, or anything 
to see it, in the beginning, when it was all dark, "God 
said. Let there be light : and there was light. And God 
saw the light, that it was good : and God divided the light 
from the darkness. And God called the light Day, and 
the darkness he called Kight." 

What else do your plants need besides plenty of light to 
make them grow, something you must give them every 
day? But how do plants and trees outdoors get water? 
Where does the water come from that you give your 
plants? [If many have never thought back of the faucet, 
tell of the river or lake which supplies it, and how the 
water comes to that river or lake, back to the clouds the 
heavenly Father lets the sun make by drawing up drops of 
water into the sky with his sunbeams. Then let the chil- 
dren build up the sequence for themselves, telling you 
what the rain makes, brooks, rivers, etc., and where the 



90 BIBLE LESSONS FOB LITTLE BECHNNEES. 

rivers go with all their water.] So who is it that made all 
these beautiful things? 

What else do plants need? What do they grow in? 
Where does the ground come from? But how came there 
to be any garden or field to get the ground from? 

In the Bible it tells how after God had made the day and 
the night, and had gathered the waters together into one 
place, he made the dry land appear. " And God called the 
dry land Earth ; and the gathering together of the waters 
called he Seas; and God saw that it was good." 

Is the earth, all of it, fiat and smooth like a garden? 
Have you seen it where it stands up high? What do we 
call those places? ["A hill is where the ground stands 
up," was the explanation given by a child in kindergarten.] 
Who made the hills? Tell me all the things you can think 
of, that could be found on a mountain or hill? [Rocks, 
brooks, trees, fiowers, birds, animals, etc.] What covers 
it in winter? What shines on it all day? All night? Did 
God make some of these things? What then? "All things 
were made by him." 

The Truth Emphasized. — [Now show the picture. Let 
the children find all that is possible in it, and feel the 
great truth of the golden text. Eepeat as a whole Keble's 
hymn. No. 10, and let the children sing all that they know 
of it. If possible, give each child a copy of the picture to 
take home and talk about there.] 



Lesson 23. 

GOiyS CARE OF ALL TinNGS. 

Generalization : The God of Love and Wisdom the Sustalner of All. 
Golden Text. — The Lord is good to all. — Psalm 145: 9. 

Passages for tiie Teadief's Study^ with Analysis* 

Isa. 46: 4. "I have made — I will bear." 

Gen. 9 : 8-11. God's covenant with all life. 

Vv. 12-14. A token thereof. 

Vv. 15-17. Its remembrance. 

Gen. 8 : 22. The increasing ministry of nature. 

Ps. 104: 1. The Creator's majesty. 

Y. 2. Light and atmosphere declare his care. 

V. 19. Changing seasons, and day and night provided. 

V. 23. Use of the latter. 

V. 3. The wind and clouds are God's messengers. 

V. 4. As truly as are angels. 

V. 6. The stability of God's work. 

Vv. 6-9, 24-26. The sea and its usefulness. 

V. 10. Springs and brooks supplied by God's provi- 
dence. 

V. 11. In turn they supply creature needs. 

Vv. 13, 14. Eain and its mission. 

Vv. 14-17, 12. Vegetable life, its sustenance and useful- 
ness. 

Vv. 10-12, 17, 18, 20-22, 24^27. Creature life provided 
for by God. 

Vv. 27-29. All depend on God. 

V. 30. All made by God. 

Vv. 31, 32. All glorify God. 

Vv. 33-35. Our confidence in such a God. 
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The Trfawn in Otftliiic* 

Link. — God made all these; loved them all; cared for 
them all. 

Foint of Contdct. — Mother's taking care of all her chil- 
dren and all her things. Or, A teacher's care for all her 
flock (if children have experience with a loving day-school 
teacher). Or, Having watched birds gather food, or rain 
making vegetation fresh and green. 

Teaching Point. — God's all-inclusive love; e.g., brooks, 
grasses, birds, animals, men. 

Results Sought. — Distinct consciousness that God loves 
all. A sense of the greatness and minuteness of his care. 

References. — Trumbull's "Duty-Knowing and Duty- 
Doing," pp. 9, 10; Duty is love in exercise. The Circle of 
Blessing in Gatty's "Parables of Nature." 

Picture. — Watering Place at Treport. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 9. 

Blackboard Hints* 

Draw landscape as it stands, putting in last the village, 
boats, and rising sun. The sketch is practically the same 
as for Lesson 22, but to-day talk about the relation of all, 
e.g., the drops of water falling from clouds, watering grass, 
trees, etc., and finally returning to ocean through stream 
and rivers. The grass, etc., feeding cattle, who in turn 
clothe and feed man. 

Tht Lesson Taught* 

To prepare ourselves to teach this lesson let us take the 
104th Psalm, and remembering the Lord's declaration "I 
have made and I will bear," make note of all the instances 
of God's care with which it is replete, till the whole soul 
echoes the exclamation of verse 24. Then arrange these 
particular instances in a logical order. 

Approach to the Lesson. — Who got you ready to come to 
Sunday-school to-day? Did brother or sister come too? 
Who helped them get ready? Who helps get them ready 
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for school every day? So mother is always taking care of 
her little people. What else does she take care of? 

Mother has all her house to take care of, and all the 
things in it, the rooms to keep tidy, clothes to be mended, 
books and papers to be put away. Mother is always busy, 
taking care of so many things and keeping them right. 

The Lesson Presented, — [Put in the hand of each child 
the suggested picture. If this is not possible, show one 
picture to the class, calling attention to the different ob- 
jects; or describe the picture.] 

I want to tell you about a picture of a brook. Some 
cows have come down to get a drink of the clear, fresh 
water. They are standing in the water at the edge of the 
brook and cooling their feet while they switch away the 
flies with their long tails. Farther down the brook, ahorse 
is having a drink too, a white horse with a barefooted boy 
on his back, and a black horse is on the other side of him. 
Flowers and grasses are growing close to the edge of the 
shallow water, and a grove of trees too, while in the dis- 
tance is a purple-headed mountain, and in the sky birds 
are flying. 

[Directing their attention by questions, let the children 
find in the picture as many representatives as possible of 
the things God has made. Control the order in which 
these are talked over, by your questions.] 

What is there in this picture that goes moving on and 
on, but is not alive? How does God take care of the 
stream? Why does it not all run away? What does God 
use the brook to take care of? 

What is there in this picture growing up through the 
water, and all over the ground like a green carpet? How 
does God take care of the grass? What does he use it to 
take care of? 

[In the same way let the children find the flowers, trees, 
birds, cattle, all that the picture offers. Draw out, regard- 
ing nearly every object mentioned, the heavenly Father's 
provision for each, and what he lets each provide for, in 
turn. Call attention to the human agency in the care of 
the domestic animals. God takes care of them through us. 
The following lesson develops this thought, so do not dwell 
upon it here.] 
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The Truth Emphcmzed. — [Impress the truth of the les- 
son further by seeking to multiply its illustration in con- 
crete form. Let the children close their eyes again and 
think of things not in the picture.] "These wait all upon 
thee : thou openest thine hand, they are filled with good ; 
for the Lord is good to all." 



Lesson 24. 

OUR CARE FOR GOiyS WORKS. 

Application : Duties Inyolved in being Children of God. 
Golden Text—liET us do good unto all. — Gal. 6: 10. 

Passages for the Teadier^s Study^ wtth Analysis. 

Matt. 6 : 45. Be children of your Father. 

Isa. 42 : 3. The injured plant he will not destroy. 

Deut. 25 : 4. A command of mercy to animals. 

Prov. 12 : 10. Gentle manliness includes kindness to all 
creatures. 

Gen. 24 : 15-20. An example of kindness. 

Matt. 25: 35; 36. Service to God's children is as to him- 
self. 

The Lesson In OotHne* 

Link. — God cares for all things. We should take care 
of our Father's things. 

Paint of Contact, — The children's interest in and care 
for family possessions; e,g.y father's horse, books, etc. 
Ovy Taking care of something teacher lets you carry for 
her, book, basket, umbrella, etc. Or^ Taking care of baby 
to please mother. Or^ Treating pets as father and mother 
do. 

Teaching Points. — We should be like our Father in his 
ways. Our power gives us responsibility. Have dominion 
in love, by love. 

Results Sought. — Sense of the duty and beauty of service 
and care-taking. Its motive : for his sake. 

Picture. — Robin Redbreast, or The Pet Bird. 

Hymn Suggested. — Second refrain of No. lOt 
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For the blackboard work the Lincohi incident is sng- 
gested. Draw trees and forest path. Show the birds' 
nest, and Lincobi at the foot of the tree. Biding off in 
the distance the two comrades on horseback. 

The Lcaoa TausfiL 

Tender consideration for all things, however weak or 
unattractive, is a qoality of strong, pnre, noble character. 
Contempt for any form of life or disregard of its needs be- 
trays the small mind, the unrefined heart, the undeveloped 
soul. To be true children of the Father in heaven who 
considers with loving tenderness even the bruised plant, 
the beast of service, the most degraded of mankind, we too 
must do good to aU ; and he, and only he — 

^Prayeih liest who loveth best 

All things both great and smalL 
For the good God who loveth ns. 
He made and loveth all." 

This lesson should give and leave a strong impression of 
reverence for all life, for all God^s works. After it, a 
child should not find it easy to tear a fly to pieces, though 
it would be utterly unwise to teach directly the hideousness 
of that or other childish cruelties. This would suggest 
evil, and lead into temptation. Bather, hold up the ideal 
that our gentleness and care should be like that of our 
heavenly Father, and of our dear Saviour. 

Let an atmosphere of reverence for all God's works per- 
vade the whole hour. 

Approach to the Lesson. — ^Abraham Lincoln, one of the 
best and bravest Presidents we ever had in this country, 
was riding one day with* some of his soldier friends. Pass- 
ing along through the woods, he saw a little baby bird on 
the ground, and knew it must have fallen out of its nest. 
Looking up at the tree he could see the nest, so he jumped 
off his horse, picked up the baby bird, climbed the ta-ee 
holding it gently in his hand and put it back in the nest. 
Then he got on his horse again and rode on to catch up 



BIBLE LESSONS FOB LITTLE BEGINNEBS. 97 

with his friends. They laughed at the idea of his stopping 
for a bird, but Abraham Lineohi said : '^ Gentlemen, I could 
not have slept to-night if I had not helped that little bird 
in its trouble, and put it back safe in the nest with its 
mother." 

Why did Lincoln, a great, brave soldier, care so much 
about a tiny bird? I tiiink because his brave heart was 
full of gentleness and love for all the things his heavenly 
Father made and loved. 

My friend, Bose, used to drive her father's horse some- 
times when her father did not need him. She loved that 
horse and took such good care of him. If we had to wait 
anywhere in the cold, she would put a blanket over him to 
keep him warm. Aiid when we got home she would go 
out to the stable to make sure the man took care of him all 
right and washed the mud off him, and rubbed him down 
and gave him his dinner of oats at the right time. She 
wanted him treated just right because he was her father's 
horse. 

When mother lets you have that big book from the parlor 
table to look at the pictures, you are very careful of it, 
aren't you? You turn over the pages gently, and when 
you are through with it, you do not leave it on the floor 
but pick it up and run and put it back in its own safe 
place. You want to take real good care of mother's book. 

When mother lets you water her plants, or weed her 
flower garden, George, you are just as careful about it, I 
know, for you want mother's plants and mother's garden 
to have the best of care. 

One morning I met Emma wheeling a baby carriage. 
" Whose baby is that, Emma? " I said. " Why, it's our 
baby ! " And from the way Emma said it and the way she 
looked I knew she was just taking the very best care of 
that baby. 

Would mother or father expect you to take care of the 
books or the baby if you could do nothing more than a book 
or a baby can do? No, but you have strong little legs and 
arms and hands, so you can run and put the book in its 
own safe place and not leave it on the floor, or can draw 
the baby about in its carriage, for you are so much stronger. 

Tht Lesson Fresented. — [Lead the class to see that these 
7 
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possessions of their earthly parents belong to the heavenly 
Father, too ; so we should love them all the more, and not 
these things only; other people's children, flowers, pets, 
etc., and things that belong to no one, the sparrows, wild 
flowers and all.] 

Tell me, children, some of the things that belong to our 
heavenly Father. 

[Bring out the sense that because he has given us domin- 
ion, i.e., more strength or resources than to these, that we 
have a duty to care for them.] What can we do to take 
care of some of the things that are Grod's? Begin at home. 
The plants the Lord has made to grow for you. The pussy 
cat and the dog, for God made them and they belong to 
him, too. The boys can help father take care of the horse. 
You can take good care of the baby because he is your 
baby, and because he is God's baby too. 

[Widen the circle, using the suggested picture when it 
comes in appropriately. Teach the golden text as the les- 
son's climax.] 

I%e Truth Emphasized. — Present the truth in many ex- 
amples and illustrations. The thought that other children 
and people are children of our heavenly Father is the foun- 
dation for interest in missions. That foundation should 
be laid here. 



Lesson 25. 

GOiyS KINDNESS TO NOAH. 

God's Care In Spiritual Ways. 
Golden Text, — With the Lord there is mercy. — Psalm 130: 7. 

Passages for the Teacher^s Sttidyt wtth Analysis* 

Gen. 6 : 5, 11, 12. The wickedness of man on the earth. 

V. 6. This grieved the Lord. 

V. 7. His purpose to destroy man. 

Vv. 8, 9, chapter 7:1. Noah an upright man and pleas-, 
ing to the Lord. 

V. 13. The Lord's purpose communicated to Noah. 

Vv. 14r-21, chapter 7:2, 3. God's directions to Noah 
and his family. 

V. 18. His covenant with them. 

Chap. 7:5, 7, 9. Noah's obedience. 

2 Peter 2 : 5. Noah a preacher of righteousness. 

Matt. 24 : 38, 39 ; Luke 17 : 27. His preaching not 
heeded. 

Gen. 7 : 4, 11, 12, 17-20. The manner of the destruction. 

Vv. ia-16, chap. 8 : 16-19, 23. Noah, his family and 
the anJTTials they cared for are saved. 

Vv. 21-23. All other living creatures perish. 

Chap. 8:20. Noah's thanksgiving. 

Vv. 21, 22, chap. 9:9-17; Isa. 54:9. God's covenant 
with him and all mankind for the future. 

Heb. 11:7. Noah's faith and obedience saved his house 
and brought a reward. 

The Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — Noah's care for God's creatures. 

Point of Contact. — Bain storm. Parents can do things 
for you when you are good that they cannot do when you 
are naughty. 
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Tecuihing Point, — God's mercy and loving-kindness 
shown by the many messages and warnings to the people 
who were so wicked. 

Results Sought. — To impress God's kindness and care in 
spiritual ways; the deserts of sin, and God's goodness 
and mercy to the undeserving, to forecast salvation through 
the Redeemer. 

Picture, — Noah. 

Hymn Suggested — No. 7. 

Blackboard Hliite. 

After sketching horizon draw cluster of houses, Noah's 
house apart, with Noah standing beside it. Then show 
his going to speak with the men at left of other houses. 
Draw ark. Eepresent the flood by horizontal strokes rising 
above level of houses. 

The Lcaon Taught 

Approach to the Lesson. — What kind of a day was it 
yesterday (naming some day when it rained). Do you like 
such days quite as well as those that are sunny and pleas- 
ant? It is not very comfortable to be out of doors when it 
rains very hard, is it? We might think it fun for a little 
while to be out in the rain, but not for a long time ; and it 
would not be safe for us to be out a very long time in a 
hard storm. Have you a place to stay where you can be 
safe and warm when it storms outside? Who has made 
that place for you? There was once a little girl who had 
just such a pleasant home, and a loving father and mother, 
but she did not always do just what her father and mother 
said, and sometimes went away from her home without 
asking if she might. One day a dreadful storm came up, 
and little Stella could not be found anywhere. There was 
her safe home ready for her, but she had been disobedient, 
and had gone away from it, and now her father and mother 
knew she was in danger but could not help her, for they 
did not know where she was. After a long time they 
found her, cold, frightened, wet through with the rain, and 
very sorry for her wrong-doing. As her father carried her 
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home she said to him, "I will never run away any more," 
and she never did. 

The Lesson Presented. — (Review briefly last Sunday's 
lesson.) I have a story to tell you to-day about a man 
who was kind to God's creatures, tried to do good to all, 
and to please God. But the other people who lived when 
he did were bad, very cruel to each other and to all the 
creatures God had made. You remember how God made 
Adam and Eve good and happy. He gave them a great 
many things, but what did he tell them they must not 
touch? They disobeyed, — they sinned against him, and 
then trouble came. It always does when people do wrong. 
They had no right any more to any of God's good gifts, 
but God loved them still, though they had done so wrong, 
and he planned a way to help them. He said that by and 
by he would send some One who would take away their 
sin ; so they could think of that and try not to do wrong 
i^ain. But many would not try, and grew worse and 
worse, until after many years Koah and his family were 
the only people who were loving and obedient to the heav- 
enly Father. 

One day God told Noah that a great flood of water was 
coming all over the land, and that he wished Noah to build 
a great ship something like a house, so that all who were 
obedient might be saved. Koah obeyed the Lord, and all 
the many years while he was building the ship he talked 
to the people, telling them about the flood that was com- 
ing, and asking them to turn from their wicked ways. 
But they would not listen to this loving message from their 
heavenly Father, and were more and more wicked every 
day. 

At last the time came when God told Koah to take two 
of every kind of animal and seven of some kinds into the 
ark, and food for them all. How sad it was and how 
sorry the heavenly Father must have been that of all the 
people in the world only eight, Koah and his wife, his 
three sons and their wives, could go into the ark. When 
they went in and shut the door the rain came and kept on 
until the water covered all the earth. For more than a 
year Koah and his family lived in the ark taking care of 
the animals kindly and faithfully, until the water had gone 
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doMm and God told them to come out and live upon the 
land once more. How glad the people and animals must 
have been to get out into the air and sunshine once more ! 
The first thing that the people did was to pray to the Lord, 
to thank him for his loving care, and ask him to forgive 
their sins and teach them how to do right. They knew 
how kind God had been to give them food and shelter and 
keep them in safety ; but more than all that, he had been 
so ready to bless and help them when they were trying to 
serve him. Noah knew God's words would come true, and 
tried to do what God said about other things as well as 
about building the ark. God promised Noah that he would 
never send another flood like that one, and he put a rain- 
bow in the sky as a sign of this promise. 

The Truth Emphasized. — [Teach the golden text and 
lead the children to see the mercy of the Lord in giving 
the wicked people so many chances for so long a time. 
Do not impress the catastrophe which overtook the wicked, 
but rather the sadness of the fact that they would not turn 
from their wrong ways and do as God said and love him.] 



Lesson 26. 

REVIEW: OUR FATHER'S LOVE. 

Summary : The God of Love Made All and Cares for All. 
Golden Text. — Thou, Lord, art good. — Psalm 86: 5. 

Passages for tlie Teacher^s Sttidy^ with Analysit* 

1 John 4: 16. God's nature is love. 

Luke 6 : 35. His kindness is unconditional. 

Ps. 145:1-7. God's goodness extolled. 

Vv. 8, 9. His mercy to all. 

Vv. 10-13. His glorious power. 

V. 14. He uses it for the weak. 

Vv. 15, 16. And to provide for all. 

Vv. 17-21. God's gracious work toward man. 

Ps. 147:1-9. Summary of God's providence. 

The Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — Link all God's creations and the care of them 
together. 

Point of Contact. — Why does your mother take care of 
the baby? Of you? WTiy does God care for all? Or, 
Liking to tell over again the interesting things they know. 
Or, Fondness for hearing an old story. 

Teaching Point. — Love serves. 

Results Sought. — Graving deeply the impression of God's 
kindness, love, power, and care. Wakening a more con- 
scious sense of love, reverence, gratitude, and a wish to 
show these feelings by fulfilling duties toward God's works. 
Feeling that the Lord is a very personal friend. 

Picture. — The Wounded Lamb. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 9. 
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Blackboard Hints* 

Before class, divide the board into four parts. As the 
review progresses draw step by step, as for Lesson 22, the 
sketch then used, adding whatever may help in the review ; 
e,g,f a nest and some grain fields, more houses and people. 
This sketch may serve to review all the lessons of this sec- 
tion (14-26), except 14, 16, and 25, the chief features of 
which may be reproduced in the remaining spaces as the 
review of their thoughts is brought in. 

Tlie Lcssoa Tatsght 

Three steps in the development of thought, in the growth 
of understanding in spiritual lines as well as any others, 
are: (1) analysis, or the separating of things; (2) syn- 
thesis, putting them together again ; (3) synthetic analysis, 
looking at the reconstructed whole and seeing the relations 
of the parts to that whole and to one another, and of the 
whole to the parts. 

Through the quarter the children have been analyzing 
chiefly. To-day we wish a synthetic, reconstructive lesson. 
We have followed a chain leading from the child backward 
to the beginning of creation. To-day let us help the child 
to put the links together in order (without, however, teach- 
ing that order as such), and to catch a new glimpse of the 
beauty of the whole, and something of the relation of each 
to all, and of all to God. 

Approach to the Lesson, — Does your mother take care of 
the baby? Does she like to do it? It is pretty hard work 
to take care of him day after day. Why does she love to 
do it? Yes, she loves the baby, you see, so she loves to 
do all she can for him. Does your mother take care of 
you, too? Yes, mother loves all her children, and she 
takes care of them all. 

To-day we want to find out whom our heavenly Father 
loves, and whom he takes care of. 

The Lesson Presented, — Conduct the review largely by 
means of the pictures used through the quarter, taking up 
the sequence of creation now in historical order. 
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Begin with the sun, earth, and sky (Lesson 22), go on to 
vegetable life (Lesson 21), animal life (Lessons 19 and 20), 
human life (Lesson 15). Ask, after considering each of 
these steps of creation: What had the heavenly Father 
made everything ready for then? E.g,y after plants and 
trees were growing, all was ready for the birds and animals. 
Show the picture of these and talk about them; and so on, 
till the children see, once again, all things made by God, 
and all very good. 

Go on to the special instances of God's care in Lessons 
15 and 16 and 25, and recall that care as exercised toward 
us (Lesson 17) and all people (Lesson 18) and all things 
(Lesson 23). Let the children tell a little about the kind 
care which Jesus, the Lord of all, exercised toward peo- 
ple, reminding them of the glad scene when they honored 
him with their praises and service (Lesson 13). Then re- 
turn to the thought of every-day living. Speak of the 
homes God has given us. Is there any other? (Lesson 
12.) Whom shall we see there? How can we go there? 
(Lesson 14, God's provision for sin). God is love! If 
God so loves us and all his works, we ought also to love 
one another and them (Lesson 24). 

Intersperse the singing of hymns learned with the les- 
sons, as their pictures and thoughts are looked at afresh. 



Lesson 27. 

THE FIRST FAMILY. 

lioye in the Home. 
Golden Text. — Seek good and not evil. — Amos 5: 14 

PasHigcs for the Teaciier^s Study^ with Analysis. 

Gen. 3 : 20. Love and reverence for the mother. 

V. 21. Provision for bodily necessities. 

V. 23. Continuous work. 

Gen. 4 : 1. Joy at the birth of a child. 

V. 2. Disappointment and trouble, indicated by second 
name. 

Vv. 3, 4. Family worship. 

Vv. 4, 6. A contrast in obedience, in acceptance. 

V. 5. The beginning and growth of sin. 

Matt. 15 : 19. Out of the heart proceeds evil. 

Gen. 4:6. The pathway of happiness and peace 
abandoned. 

V. 7. Warning against the toleration of evil. 

V. 8. The full-grown sin. 

The Lesson in Otstline* 

Link. — Remind of "Our Father's Love." (See Lesson 
15.) How it was shown to Adam in the garden given 
him to care for, provision for his needs, finally the gift of 
little children. 

Point of Contact, — The child's own family life. The 
gladness when little ones come to the home. 

Teaching Points. — Work, worship, love, and joy the ele- 
ments of ideal home and personal life. 
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Well-doing springs from thoughts of love; evil-doing, 
from thoughts of evil. 

Results Sought. — A mental picture: Cain and Abel, 
types of child-life. 

Attraction of good ; repulsion of evil 

Obedience seen as a good ; disobedience as an evil. 

Obedience to God noticed. 

Picture. — Children of the Shell. 

Hymn Suggested. — ^First stanza No. 5* 

Blackboard Hints* 

After drawing houses and trees, represent Cain's grain 
field, and Abel keeping his flock of sheep. Then the two 
altars — Cain's offering, grain (long strokes) and grapes; 
Abel's sacrifice burning upon the altar. 

The Lesson Taught 

Let this lesson be a picture-mirror, in which the children 
may see (a) types of character, and their tendency to good 
and to evil ; (b) themselves, reflected in the gentle, obedient 
Abel or the evil-doing, wilful Cain; (c) the elements of 
an ideal home— love from all, work for each, joy of all, 
worship by all — and a little of the contrast, the anger, dis- 
obedience, etc., which spoils hv^me-life. (The very name 
given the second child, Abel — vanity — shows the family 
horizon to have been beclouded sometimes, and suggests 
the disappointed hopes of the mother's heart, which may 
be accounted for, almost with ut question^ by the wilful- 
ness and disobedience of her first-bom. A significant 
thought that in disobedience t parents Cain paved the 
way toward disobeying God.) 

Approach to the Lesson. — I am thinking about a picture 
I like very much. I think you would like it, too, so I am 
going to tell you about it. There is one thing in the pic- 
ture you could not see if you were looking right at it, and 
in a minute 1 will let you guess what it is. I wonder if 
any of you will guess right? In the picture there was 
quite a big basket standing on the sofa; and three little 
boys close by looking down to see what was in it. They 
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were smiling and looking veiy much pleased, and so were 
their two bigger sisters, sitting in chairs close by. There 
was the children's papa, too, looking as happy as they did, 
and just lifting one comer of a dainty cover to give them 
all a peep below it. What do you think they saw? Yes, 
the new baby! Such dear little pink fingers, and eyes 
fast shut, and hardly a bit of hair, and a moul^ so sweet 
they all wanted to kiss it, only that might wake her, so 
they would wait. How glad and happy they all were that 
the dear heavenly Father had sent ikem. such a sweet gift 
for their very own home. I wonder if a baby ever came 
to your home? Were you glad? Tell me about it. 

[From this conversation lead the children to talk about 
other evidences of God's love, and take up this thread of 
connection with the past quarter. Ask briefly how our 
Father showed his love to the creatures he made. How 
to Elijah? To Adam?] 

The Lesson Presented, — [Recall or retell quite specifically 
the care which God took of Adam, the provisions made for 
his comfort and happiness. (See Lesson 15.) What did 
God give Adam to do? Whom did he give him to be with 
him all the time so he could have a home? Remind of 
God's making Adam and Eve good and happy. Goodness 
and happiness always go together. Do not tell the story 
of the fall, but after emphasizing their felicity and virtue 
tell the children they would always have been happy and 
good if they had done as the heavenly Father bade ; but 
they did not.] They disobeyed, and after that Adam and 
his family were not always happy. They could not stay 
in the beautiful garden home any longer, for God had made 
that for his obedient children. They had to go away from 
it, where it was not nearly so pleasant. Still there were 
many beautiful and pleasant things. [Talk of these — the 
trees with their flowers and fruits, the birds, rivers, etc.] 
Then, too, Adam had the same kind of work to do, taking 
care of the things that grew to give him food, "only it was 
much harder now, for there were thorns and thistles to cut 
down and pull up and take away, and it was a great deal 
harder to get food for his family. But still there was 
much to make them happy, and after a while God sent 
th^m a dear baby boy, and by and by another. How glad 
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the mother and father were when the first baby came. " I 
have gotten a man from the Lord," Eve said, and she called 
the baby Cain. Her heart was full of gladness and hope 
as she took care of him day after day. But by and by sad 
times came, for her little boy would not always mind her. 

Instead of thinking of loving and helpful things to do, 
Cain let naughty, disobedient thoughts stay in his mind. 
He did not seek good and try to do it. Often he was angry 
and unkind; he did not really love God or his father and 
mother, and so the things that he did were not pleasing to 
the heavenly Father, and made Adam and Eve very un- 
happy. But Cain's brother Abel was loving and obedient. 
He wished to please the father and mother who loved him 
so much, and while he did not always do right he tried 
always, and so he was happy himself and helped to make 
his father and mother happy. 

[All this and more is implied in verses 2-7. Such a sin 
as verse 8 discloses could never have occurred without years 
of previous lesser transgressions. It would be untrue, 
however, to portray Cain all bad and Abel all good. Avoid 
exaggeration. As teachers we need to cultivate a sanctified 
imagination, reverent and studious, that we may make 
these wonderful Bible stories, recorded in such remarkable 
epitome, living and real to ourselves first, then to our 
classes, clothing the framework with the tissue of details 
so often clearly suggested or implied if we but know how 
to see them. 

Do not carry the story on to the murder. The unaccept- 
able worship, the "fallen countenance," the angry talk 
with his brother, are strong enough contrasts for our little 
ones. We want, not a startling story, but that each child 
may be led to feel the brightness of well-doing and the 
darkness of evil-doing. Seek to paint the picture of this 
home and family vividly, so that the very names Cain and 
Abel may become suggestive of types. 

Emphasize the Truth by taking up the characters of the 
brothers, pictured hitherto in deeds without disclosing the 
source of the actions. Let the children see evil action 
springing from thoughts of evil, while love, thinking no 
evil, leads to well-doing. Abel's life resulted from his 
" seeking good " — thinking how he could be kind and care- 
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f uly how he could please his parents and the Lord ; while 
Cain's was the outgrowth of his not seeking good, which 
always is or becomes a seeking of evil. It was the evil 
thinking and feeling that at last came out in Cain's evil 
doing. 

Teach the golden text, and let the lesson make its own 
application.] 



Lesson 28. 

JOSEPHS OBEDIENCE. 

Obedience to Parents In Example. 
CMden Text. — And he said to him, Hebe am i. — Gen. 37: 13. 

Passasfes for the Teacher^s Study» with Analysis* 

Gen. 37 : 3. Joseph the beloved son. Jacob's age. The 
gift of love. 

V. 12. The brothers' departure. 

V. 13. The confident request. 

V. 14. The ready response. The prompt fulfilling. 

Vv. 15, 16. Undaunted by hindrances. 

V. 17. Success at last. 

Gen. 39 : 3. The faithful obedience of the servant. 

V. 4. Trust for the trustworthy. 

Vv. 5, 6. God's blessing upon faithful obedience. 

V. 9. Obedience to conscience and to God. 

Tiie Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — There was joy in the first home when Cain was 
bom. Great joy in another home when Joseph was born. 

Point of Contact. — Birthdays. Love shown in gifts. 
If children love parents they will do what is asked, e.g., 
going on errands, like Joseph. 

Teaching Point. — Joseph showed his love by obeying. 
His was a ready obedience. " God loveth a cheerful giver. " 

Results Sought. — Obedience to parents taught by illus- 
tration. 

Obedience to other superiors noticed, and to God. 

Note mutual love of father and son. 

Presentiment : Cheerful service a test of love. 

Impression: Obedience as becoming in maturity as in 
childhood. 

Picture. — Brittany Sheep. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 5. 
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Draw horizon and hills ; then Jacob's tent with a palm 
beside it, and Jacob standing in the doorwaj. Draw flock 
and Joseph with the shepherd brothers at A. Erase flock 
and shepherds, and replace at B. When speaking of the 
necessity of wandering to find food for the sheep, draw 
Shechem jnst above flock. Jacob calls Joseph. Short 
stroke at tent door. He starts on his errand. Erase Jo- 
seph; draw winding line, bat before reaching Shechem 
erase flock and let Joseph and the man stand there. Draw 
flock and ten shepherd brothers at C and continue Joseph's 
joomey to Dothan. Draw again before his brothers, the 
commission folfilled. 



Tbe LcaoQ Taogfit. 

Our first lesson set forth good and evil in home relations, 
good attractive, evil repulsive, in the very portrayal. To- 
day's lesson and the next give examples of ready and full 
obedience, the third bringing also the deduction and appli- 
cation of the principle of obedience to parents. The open- 
ing lessons of this quarter should pave the way for the 
corresponding lessons on obedience to God in the fourth 
quarter. Therefore teach with an eye to the future. 

Approach to the Lesson. — What a glad time a birthday 
is ! When the birthday of our country comes everybody 
is happy over it. Your birthday came not long ago, Alice ; 
did you have a happy time? Wliat did people do for you 
because it was your birthday? Why did tiiey give you 
presents? Oh, because they loved you. What can you do 
to show your love for them when they do so much for you? 
[Let the children talk of running on errands and other ser- 
vices which are performed for love in the home.] 

Last Sunday we talked about the very first birthday in 
the world. Who was the baby? What was his mother's 
name? His father's? Tell me about their home. When 
the baby came, how did the parents feel? Did littie Cain 
always make them happy? What made him do naughty 
and disobedient things? Ah, yes! if he had kept thinking 
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of loving, helpful things to do, how happy he would have 
made father and mother! How quickly he would have 
minded them, and how kind he would always have been to 
his little brother. What was his brother's name? Was 
Abel like Cain? How were they unlike? What did Abel 
seek? 

[Drill on last week's golden text. Do not simply call 
on the class to repeat it again and again. Bather continue 
the theme and make a number of opportunities for the 
children to use it, to complete your unfinished sentence, or 
to answer a question.] When his father told Abel to go 
and tend the sheep all day, and he didn't say, "I don't 
want to,'' or "I think Cain ought to do it to-day," nor go 
sulkily to his work, but went right away cheerfully and 
took good care of the sheep all day — it was because in his 

heart he was trying to seek ? When Cain did not do 

his own work faithfully, and then saw how much pleased 
his father and mother were with the good things Abel did, 
and he felt angry and sorry to have them pleased with his 

brother — it was because in his heart he did not seek ? 

Which of the brothers really loved his mother and father, 
do you think? Would Cain have pleased his parents and 
the Lord just as well as Abel if he had sought good and 
not evil? What did the Lord want Cain to do? What 
kind of things did Abel do when he was seeking good? 
How happy Abel must have made the home by his loving, 
obedient ways! I am sure he did, for afterward when 
another baby boy came to the home the mother hoped he 
would be like Abel and take a place like his in the home 
(Gen. 4:25). 

The Lesson Presented, — Our story to-day is about another 
home. The father's name was Jacob, and he had ten sons 
before the boy of whom I am going to tell you was born. 
\^lien this boy was bom he was named Joseph, and his 
father loved him very dearly ; indeed he loved Joseph so 
much that he made a coat for him of many colors, which 
was something he had not done for the other boys. Joseph 
loved his father, too, and showed his love by doing quickly 
and pleasantly anything which his father asked him to do. 
All of Joseph's brothers were shepherds, and Joseph when 
he was quite young learned how to help in that work. 
8 
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[Siov tie suggesfeBiI picture of aieep ami talk of tihai 
Iiabits of obetiieflce; of lie help given tie shepherd by his 
dtji^y and ti.e dog'*:* constant obe<iien<^ and eonaeqjient aae- 
fiiineaa ; tihe lon^ perioda of absence ihrr^m. home made nece*- 
aary in pastniring large liocks* and of JosepK'a bein^ away 
aometimea with his brothers feeding the iiock.] 

One tnne when Joseph, was at home and his brotheis 
wex& away with, the aheep^ Jacob wanted to know whether 
they and the sheep were safe and weLL; so he said to 
JoaepKy I want yon to go to ShecLenL where your brothiHS 
are wirfL the sheep^ tind oat how they are and come bock 
and tell me. Joseph said right away, "^ Here am. l^T whiek 
meant that he wt^nld g(\ and he started. Wliai he eame 
to the place where his father had said his brotiiers woold 
be with tihe ^eep, they were not there. If he had not 
wished very mncK to do what his father wanted done, he 
might have gone back home and told his father that he 
eoald not tind his brothers and their tiocks. Bctt becanse 
he was saeh an obedient and loving son he looked for his 
brothers. At last as he was wandering near Sliechem he 
met a man who asked him what Ke was looking for, and 
told him that his brothers had gone to Dothan with their 
sheep. So Joseph went on to that place, and there he 
found t^heni. 

The TmitK Emphamzed. — [TelL of Joseph."* faith fal 
obedience when grown np and far away from home work- 
ing for a ricK man. Th.en when asked to do wrong he 
would not disobey (rod. As boy and man he was ready 
to say ""Here am I "" to the eaU of his faliher, his eonseience, 
his mifcster, and his €rod. Tell briefly of €rod's bleaamg fol- 
lowing his obedience till at last Joseph stood before tihe 
great King- 
Children project themselves into the future, class them- 
selves wilih those older rather than with those younger than 
themselves. They aspire to maturity, so it is no departure 
from, the law of child-th.onght to present the matarer ex- 
periences of the child Joseph. It will be a diatinet help if 
we ahow that the same principle of obedience whicli was 
right and beantifiil in the child, was noble-, praiseworthy, 
and honorable in the yoath and man.] 



Lesson 29* 

OBEYING PAREPH'S. 

Generalization : Children, Obey I 

Oclden Text, — Childben, obey totjb pabents in the Lord. — 

Eph. 6:1. 

PSMUfcs for tfie Teac&cf^s Study» with Analysis* 

1 Sam. 16 : 19. David, the shepherd boy. 

Vv. 20-22. At his father's bidding he goes to the king. 

V. 23. He becomes court musician. 

1 Sam. 17: 12-14. The aged father's need of his son. 

V. 16. David returns to home duties. 

Vv. 17, 18. The father's commission. 

Vv. 20-22. Its prompt and full discharge. 

Ex. 20 : 12. God's special command and special blessmg. 

Eph. 6 : 1-3. A gospel requirement and reiteration. 

V. 5. Duties to others in authority. 

V. 6. The obedience must be thorough. 

V. 7. It must be hearty. 

V. 8. This God will recognize and bless. 

Matt. 21 : 28-31. Word obedience, and repenting obedi- 
ence in deed. 

Col. 3:20. The highest motive for filial reverence and 
obedience. 

Th€ TjffiKMi in Ocftfinc* 

Link. — Still another example of prompt obedience. 

Point of Contact, — Children' s fondness for music. David 
loved it, too. 

Teaching Points. — The personal duty of obedience. The 
supreme reason for obeying parents and superiors is that it 
is well pleasing to God. 



116 BIBLE LESSONS FOB LITTLE BEGINNEHS. 

Results Sought. — The principle of the fifth commandinent 
inculcated. Love and reverence, service and obedience, 
springing from a sense of love, gratitude, and duty, com- 
prise our obligations to those above us. 

"If ye love me, keep my commandments." 

Picture. — Birthday morning. 

Hymn Suggested. — Second stanza of No. 5. 

BlackfxMLixl Hints* 

After sketching horizon draw David and flock, then 
Jesse's house, etc., at left, and figures in it. Next the 
palace and trees. David goes to palace. Erase David and 
draw in palace with harp; Saul and attendants at right. 
David goes home. Erase and return David to flock. The 
war. Rows of tents and soldiers. Three strokes heavier 
for David's brothers. David^s Commission. Erase David 
and place before his father, then dotted path to army. 

Tbe Lesson Tatight. 

All social relationships are comprised for each individual 
under three classes, and his duties to superiors, inferiors 
and equals sweep the entire circle of human obligation. 
The lessons of this quarter are intended to present the 
varied phases of these relationships, and, by example : (a) 
to teach what conduct is right and becoming toward each ; 
(b) to establish the principle of love to all as the only way 
of fulfilling duty to all ; (c) to show that love to God is 
the secret of that unwavering love to man which alone 
can enable child or adult to fulfil his duty to those about 
him. 

Approach to the Lesson. — [At the opening of the lesson 
period, if you have a separate room, let the children select 
and sing their favorite hymn. Otherwise ask what it is, 
and if you can so arrange, promise to have it sung with the 
closing exercises of the department. If this is impracti- 
cable, simply talk about it when named.] How we do love 
to sing that hymn! I wonder if you ever sing it at home? 
Do you sing any others there? And do you love to hear 
pieces played on the piano or organ? [Let the children 
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talk with you freely. Some may tell of violins or other 
instruments played at home. Get them interested in this. 

Continue tiie theme by saying :] I know about a little boy 
who liked music very much. He used to sing a great deal 
when he was out in the fields tending his father's sheep, 
for he was a shepherd boy just as Joseph was. He used 
to sing to the heavenly Father. One of his songs began, 
"The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want." 

Sometimes he would sing his prayers. David could 
play, too. At home he had a harp, and he often played 
sweet music on it. How pleasant it must have been when 
the family was all together to have David get his harp and 
play and sing. Other people liked to hear him play, too. 

ITie Lesson Presented. — Now, far away in another city 
lived the king, and he wanted some one to come and play 
and make sweet music for him. He and his friends were 
talking about it. One of them must have heard David play 
sometime, for he said to the king, " I have seen a son of 
Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skilful in playing, and 
brave, and careful about how he talks, and he is fine look- 
ing, and the Lord is with him.'' So the king sent right 
away to ask David's father to send David to stay with him 
and play for him. David's father, Jesse, was willing to 
let his son go when he knew that the king wanted him, so 
David went to the palace where the king lived and served 
him faithfully. After a while some enemies of the king 
came to fight against the people, and all the men who were 
old enough to be soldiers went into the army. David's 
three older brothers went, and Jesse needed David at home 
to help with the work. No doubt David would have been 
glad to stay with the king and the soldiers, but when he 
thought, " My father has taken good care of me ever since 
I was a little boy, and I surely ought to help him now 
when I have a chance," I am sure he would wish to go. 
Perhaps he thought of the sheep he used to take care of, 
and how quickly they obeyed him when he spoke; and 
I am sure he thought, too, of his heavenly Father, and knew 
he would wish him to obey. 

So David went back home. He knew that his father 
needed his help, and he obeyed because he loved his father, 
and for the dear heavenly Father's sake because he loved 
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him. After he had been at home a little while his father 
wished to send a present to his three sons who were in the 
armjy and to find out how they were getting on, — whether 
they were safe and well. So he asked David to go and do 
this errand for him. How do you think that David obeyed? 
Quickly, pleasantly? Yes, indeed. 

[Ask the children to tell you of another boy who did 
what his father asked, of still another, etc., recalling the 
chief point in the last two lessons, bearing upon the theme 
of obedience. Emphasize the fact that tMs obedience was 
well-pleasing to God. 

Now lead to conscious expressions of the principle 
grasped unconsciously. What should we do when father, 
mother, teacher, etc., ask service, help, obedience of us?] 

The Truth Emphasized. — [Pursuing the personal appli- 
cation, arouse the children's sensibilities in the direction 
of conscious recognition of the debt of obedience owed for 
the love bestowed — the ideal reciprocity of affection, which 
will be expressed by conforming conduct to the wish of the 
loved one. Show the picture and let them talk about it. 
The ceaseless care of their parents, if recognized, will 
stimulate these feelings and the truth be felt that if they 
love they will keep the commands of those loved, fully, 
readily, cheerfully. 

Give the highest thought and motive. It is well-pleas- 
ing to God. He wishes and requires it, and says, "Chil- 
dren, obey your parents in the Lord.''] 



Lesson 30. 

MOSES^ KIND SISTER. 

Fostering Care of tbe Toung. 
Ociden Text. — Care one fob another. — 1 Cor. 12: 25. 

Pasiagcs for tiie Teadicr^s Studyt with Analysii* 

Ex. 1:8-10. The circumstances sorroanding Moses' 
birth. 

y. 22. The law of death. 

Ex. 2: 1, 2. The baby's advent. 

y. 2. Mother-love braves all for its darling. 

y. 3. It hopes, and works against despair. 

y. 4. The sister's loving watch. 

y. 5. A princess' interest aroused. 

y. 6. Her pity won. 

y. 7. The courage of sisterly affection. 

y. 8. The tact of love. 

y. 9. The rejoicing home. 

y. 10. Advantages this sister's care secured for Moses. 

Num. 12: 10, 11. Miriam's time of extremity. 

yv. 13, 15. The blessing Moses' care and prayer secured 
her. 

The LcHoa In Oisllliie. 

Link. — Children should obey parents. What this little 
girl's mother asked she gladly did. 

Faint of Contact. — The children's own care of younger 
ones in the household. 

Teaching Points. — Care an expression of human love. 
Another's weakness or need indicates our duty toward that 
one. 

BesuUs Sought. — Sense of the loveliness of care-taking. 



120 BIBLE LESSONS FOR LITTLE BEGINNERS. 

Recognition of the duty of helpfulness. (Preparation for 
Lessons 36 and 38.) 

Picture, — Nile and Pyramids. 

Hymn Suggested. — Second stanza of No. 6. 

Blackboafd (fints. 

Draw horizon, Nile, and pyramids. Miriam's house lar- 
gest one by river. Add the Hebrew houses. Put ark among 
flags on the shore and Miriam watching near by. Then draw 
palace and trees, the princess and maidens on steps. Erase 
and make dotted way to river, drawing them there again. 

The Lesson Taught* 

In illustrating virtues there is advantage in giving ex- 
amples belonging to circumstances differing from those sur- 
rounding the children we teach, that these examples may 
serve not as patterns to copy, but as revelations of prin- 
ciples to guide, for principles apply in all circumstances. 

Approach to the Lesson, — Have any of you ever watched 
beside a baby brother's cradle? Where was it? Was the 
baby quite safe when you were set to watch him? Who 
asked you to tend the baby? If you did it cheerfully and 
well, that was obeying father or mother, and was well 
pleasing to God. 

The Lesson Presented, — In this wonderful book [showing 
Bible] which has so many beautiful stories in it, there is 
one about a mother who had a little girl named Miriam and 
a baby boy. One day the mother made a strange little 
cradle, fixing it so carefully that it would float in the water. 
It had a cover, too ; and when it was finished the mother 
laid her baby boy in it. Then she called Miriam and to- 
gether they went to the bank of a great river nearby, car- 
rying the precious little baby lying in his strange new 
cradle. There at the river's bank the water was shallow, 
and tall grasses grew in it, and rushes, and flags, with their 
long green leaves. The mother put down the cradle boat, 
or ark, right among the flags, in the water. How gently 
she put it down, so as not to wake the baby, and watched 
it for a moment to make sure it would not float away but 
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stay quite still among the flags and grasses. She must 
have wanted to kiss his little face again, but he was all 
covered up in the ark. I am sure she must have prayed in 
her hearty and asked the dear Lord to keep her baby safe 
in that strange cradle, and strange, strange place. Then, 
as she turned away, for she could not stay, she told little 
Miriam to stand just where she could see the ark, far off, 
and watch and watch to see what would happen to the baby. 
How sad and anxious the mother's heart must have been, 
and how anxiously little Miriam watched. 

Why did the baby's mother put him in such a strange 
place? And why did she not stay to watch and take care 
of him herself? Did she not love the baby? Ah, yes — 
and I will tell you why she put him there. A wicked and 
cruel king reigned over the country where Miriam's mother 
and father and many other Hebrew people lived with the 
Egyptians, the people who had lived in that country longest. 
The king was sorry when he saw how many Hebrew people 
there were getting to be, and he made a law that every 
little Hebrew boy that was bom must be thrown into the 
river and drowned. Now, when Miriam's little brother 
was bom he was such a dear, beautiful baby, his mother 
set her heart on saving him ; and for three long months 
day after day, she hid him safe away in the house, so no 
one should know about him. But then he was getting 
older, so old she could not hide him any longer. So she 
took for him an ark of rushes and put him in it. Perhaps 
she was hoping that the princess would find him, but any 
way that was just what happened. The king's daughter 
came with her servants to the river to bathe and she saw 
the little ark among the grasses. Can you think how 
eagerly the sister was watching to see what they did with 
her baby brother? I think she must have slipped up 
where she could listen to what they said. When the prin- 
cess had the queer little cradle brought to her and opened 
it she was sorry for the dear little baby, who was crying, 
and said she would take him and bring him up as her own 
son. She named him Moses, because that means "' drawn 
out,'' and she had drawn bim out of the water. 

Miriam had come up close to the princess by the time 
8he said she would take the baby for her own, and the little 
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girl asked her if she would like a woman to nurse the baby 
for her. The princess said yes, and Miriam ran away — 
to whom, do you think? To her mother and the baby's 
mother, of course ; and so, because Miriam was so faithful 
and did her work so well, little Moses was safe, and was 
taken care of in his own home until he was old enough to 
go to the house of the princess to live. 

T?ie Truth Emphasized, — [Teach the golden text, 
elaborating the thought of caring for the younger and 
weaker. Ask the children how they could take care, like 
Miriam. Draw out their thoughts, new and old, about 
caring for younger ones— for each other. 

Close the lesson by drawing the story from the children, 
while talking over the picture, after putting it in their 
hands.] 



Lesson 31* 



•v^a 



tVS UNKIND BROTHERS. 

A Contrast. 
CMden Text.-— TmoB. heabt was not bight. — Psalm 78: 87. 

PaiiagM for tfae Tcadier's Stodyt. with Analyils* 

Gen. 37: 4. Jaxsob's love of Joseph rouses the brothers' 
envy. They cannot speak peaceably to him. 

Vv. 6-11. The growth of cherished evil. 

Bitter words before cruel deeds. 

Vv. 18-22. The council of hatred. 

V. 23. The faithful messenger heartlessly received. 

V. 24. Deeds of violence. 

V. 25. The hardness of heart developed by sin. 

Vv. 25-27. More cold-hearted planning. 

V. 28. The crowning deed of guilt. 

Gen. 39:2. God's care followed Joseph and protected 
him. 

Gen. 42 : 21| 22. The remorse of remembered sin. 

Tfae Lctioa in Oistfine. 

Link. — How kind little Miriam was to her brother, and 
he to her afterward. Their hearts were right, and full of 
kindness. See the difference when hearts were not right. 

Point of Contact. — The children's joy in seeing the 
baby's happiness; in a favor shown them. With Joseph's 
brothers at first it was so, but afterward ! etc. 

Teaching Points. — The evil a wrong heart develops. 
Therefore, keep thy heart with all diligence. 

Results Sought. — A contrast. Danger of indulging 
anger. Foundation for realizing that ^^ he that hateth his 
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brother is a murderer/' Impression of comnlative power 
of sin : envy, hatred, bitter words, cruel deeds. Presenti- 
ment : evil indulged brings remorse. 

Picture. — Selling of Joseph. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 6. 

Wafinicttfd luols* 

Draw horizon. Jacob's tent with palm near by; also 
Hhechem and the flock and brothers upon the hillside. 
Then the Midianitish caravan approaching and the journey 
to slavery, drawing small house at left and placing Joseph 
in it. 

The Lciioa Taug^ht. 

One may often pave the way for approach to the lesson 
or prepare the child to understand some point therein by 
a few words during the opening exercises, perhaps in con- 
nection with a hymn, thus freeing the lesson period from 
many asides by way of explaining otherwise necessary, and 
rendering the teaching consequently more effective, as it can 
be more concentrated. 

To-day we might do well to use the hymn, "Father, we 
thank thee," etc., in the opening service, where this is 
practicable, and in connection with the thanks for food and 
rest and loving care, stop and speak of kindnesses received 
by the children themselves at home, then of kindness done 
to younger ones there, and pleasures given them, getting 
the children's hearts all in a glow at thought of the happi- 
ness they remember witnessing. 

Approach to the Lesson. — [Taking up the lesson, ask 
about a home where every one was very glad when a baby 
boy was born. If the answer is the first home, accept it, 
for it is true, and ask about still another. Speak of the 
ten older brothers who shared that joy, and no doubt thought 
they would always love little Joseph dearly. Kemind of 
Jacob's love.] 

How glad you feel when mother takes baby in her arms 
and he looks so happy! You love to see him so. But 
when Joseph's father made him a beautiful present— a—? 
— and the older brothers saw how happy he was, and each 
one was wishing the present had been made to him instead 
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of to Joseph, a feeling came in here (the heart) ; they were 
sorry Joseph had it. Was that a good feeling to have? 
Were their hearts right with such a feeling filling them? 
No, their hearts were not right while they felt so. 

The Lesson Presented.. —Joseph had a dream one night. 
He dreamed that he and his brothers were binding sheaves 
of wheat in a field, and that his sheaf stood up while those 
that his brothers had bound bowed down. He told this 
to his brothers, and because it seemed to mean that 
time his brothers would bow down to him they were 
y when they heard it. You see they had let them- 
es be sorry because Joseph had a better coat than they 
, and so they kept on having more wrong thoughts 
1 they hated their brother. When they saw him they 
. d not even speak kindly to him, and at last they did a 
o cruel thing. Do you remember how Joseph went to 
S for his brothers when they were feeding the sheep? 
(xT b thought they were at Shechem, but Joseph did not 
ja them there. When he did find them at Dothan, they 
^ him coming and planned together to get rid of him. 
^ ir hearts were not right, and they sold their brother to 
e men who were going down into Egypt. They knew 
^ J Joseph would have to be a slave, but they did not 
p i. But some One was watching over Joseph and taking 
3 of him, for Joseph's heart was right, and he loved 
I obeyed God in that strange country just as he had in 
own home. 

jN Jistead of being a slave always, he grew to be a great 
M ^9 next to the king himself ; and all the time he was 
Sj PPy because he was always trying to do what he knew 
^^ right. 

B After a while Joseph's brothers were in great trouble, 
.^len they thought about Joseph, and what made them 
most unhappy was remembering how unkind they had been 
to their little brother, for they did not know what had 
happened to Joseph after they sold him. 

The Truth Emphasized. — [Eecall last Sunday's lesson 
with its bright contrast. The suggested song will furnish 
still further a fitting contrast to the exhibit of unkindness 
just portrayed in its growth, and will make the impression 
of the lesson the more vivid.] 



Lesson 32* 

NASAL'S TEMPER. 

CKwd Temper. 
Oolden Text.^BE hot SAflTT in tht bpibit to be akgbt.— Eoc. 7: 9. 

PaMagcf for the Tcadia^s Study, with Analysis. 

1 Sam. 25:2, 3. Nabal's conditions^ happiness-provok- 
ing. 

v. 3. Yet he nursed and indulged a sour temper. 

Vv. 4-9. For services rendered, David asks customary 
share in Nabal's festivities. 

Vv. 10-12. The ill-humored answer returned. 

Vv. 13, 21, 22. Grievous words stir up anger. 

Vv. 14-17. The injustice of Nabal's course. 

V. 17 (last clause). The point to which Kabal's vice 
grew. 

Vv. 18-20, 23-31. Abigail's tact and good will to the 
rescue. 

Vv. 32-36. A soft answer tumeth away wrath. 

Vv. 36-38. A fool's mouth is his destruction. 

Prov. 16 : 32. The honorableness of a guarded temper. 

Prov. 4 : 23. The point to sentinel. 

The Lesson in Outline. 

Link. — ^The sin of Joseph's brothers began in wrong 
hearts and tempers. Nabal let his unpleasant temper grow 
till no one could be comfortable with him. 

Point of Contact. — The unpleasantness of any dealings 
with a person out of humor. 

Teaching Point. — The need of keeping the heart and 
temper right. (Essence of the sixth commandment.) 
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Besults Sought. — Sense of the importance of good temper 
and right feelmg. Impression that the inner feeling is the 
root of the outer expression in face, voice, act, and life. 
Desire for a life all beautiful within. The seeking of divine 
help to this end. 

Picture. — Sheep Shearing. 

Hymn Suggested. — Ko. 6. 

Blackboaixi Hinis* 

After sketching horizon, Nabal's house with trees and 
Abigail in it, draw the river and flock with Kabal and 
servants near. Then David and his army at left and the 
messengers going to Nabal. After they return erase army 
and place strokes quickly on the march. Then show Abi- 
gail coming to the rescue with three asses laden with gifts. 
Erase and draw before David. 

The Lesson Taught. 

Approach to the Lesson. — In kindergarten there was a 
little girl whose face was nearly always full of smiles, and 
her voice sweet and pleasant, but one bright, happy morn- 
ing I saw her lips were all in a pout and her eyebrows 
drawn together, making a queer little frown, and when I 
laid my hand on her shoulder and said, ^' What is the mat- 
ter, Angelina? » she only wriggled and twisted in her chair. 
"Come," I said, "let's get up with the other children and 
march to the ring for tie games." But when I gave her 
my hand she screamed and cried so the children could 
hardly hear the march the piano was playing for them. 
What do you think was the matter with the little girl, what 
made her do so? Yes, she had lost her temper and was 
cross enough. How uncomfortable all the children were 
to have Angelina so cross, and how sorry and troubled the 
teacher was till Angelina was ready to help and be a pleas- 
ant little girl again. 

Did you ever try to play with a child who was cross? 
Did you have a good time? Do you think he had a good 
time? No, a cross little child is not happy. Where does 
it make you feel badly when you are cross? Ah, yes, it 
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makes the heart all hot and naughty and unhappy if the 
orosg feelings are not kept out of it. 

Do you remember the brothers we talked about last 
Sunday, and how unhappy they were once when they were 
in trouble? What did they remember that made them so 
much more unhappy than just their own trouble? What 
made them so unkind to their brother? Had they always 
felt like doing such things to him? How did they feel to 
him at first? Then how did they come to be so unkind? 
What got into their hearts? And the wrong feeling and 
bad temper grew and grew, till at last they had no kind- 
ness left for Joseph, and sold him to be carried far away 
from home ; and all because they let the angry feelings stay 
in their hearts and their hearts were . 

The Lesson Presented. — To-day I have to tell about a 
man whose name was Nabal, and you shall tell me if his 
heart ought to have been full of happiness and pleasant 
feelings, or unhappiness and bad temper. 

He had a beautiful home, many cattle, plenty of money 
so that he coiild buy almost anything he wished, and a 
lovely wife to make his home pleasant for him. Do you 
think he should have been a happy and good-tempered 
man? He was not either happy or good-tempered. He 
was cross and ugly. He could not always have been so ill- 
humored, but by letting the bad temper grow, perhaps at 
first when he was a little boy, he got to be such a disagree- 
able man that no one could have any comfort with him. 
He could not seem to answer any one pleasantly, for he 
was hasty in his spirit, and would get angry. Every one 
near him was unhappy. 

David, the boy about whom we learned, who could play 
so nicely on the harp, and who took care of his father's 
sheep, had grown up now and was a captain with a band 
of soldiers. He was near Nabal' s place, and he and his 
soldiers had watched over Nabal' s flocks so carefully that 
no robbers or wild beasts could hurt them. When it came 
time to shear the sheep Nabal had plenty of things to eat 
made ready for the men who were doing the work, and 
most people at such a time would send presents to their 
friends of good things to eat. David knew this, and so he 
sent ten of his young men who had helped to take care of 
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NabaPs flocks and told them to give a greeting to Nabal for 
him, and to say that if he would like to give them some of 
the good things which he had they would be glad to have 
them. 

If Nabal's heart had been right, if he had not been hasty 
in his spirit, he would have been glad to do this kindness 
for David and his men, even if they had never done any- 
thing for him. But Nabal was cross ; his heart was full 
of ugly thoughts and feelings, and he answered David's 
men in an ugly way and would not give them anything. 
When they went back and told David, he took four hun- 
dred soldiers and started for the place where Nabal lived, 
meaning to light against him. 

The Truth Emphasized.— 3wBt see the danger that 
Nabal' s surly temper put him in! But his wife Abigail 
heard about what he had done, and she started to meet 
David, taking him presents. When she met him she asked 
him to forgive what Kabal had done, and she was so pleas- 
ant and kind that David was very glad to do as she asked. 
I think he was glad, too, that his anger was checked before 
it made him do an unkind thing to the man who had been 
unkind to him. 

Nabal could not help showing in his face and voice and 
all he did how he felt in his heart. No one can help it. 
If Nabal had wanted to make his face and voice and actions 
right, what would he need to have right first? What did 
little Angelina need? A right spirit, so that she would 
not get angry and say cross words. And we? We need a 
right spirit too. "Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry." 
9 



Lesson 33. 

ABRAHAM GIVING UP. 

Love Forbearing. 
Oolden Tku^.— LovB beasbth all things.— 1 Cor. 13: 4, 7 (R. V.). 

Passages for ffie Teadier^s Sttsdyt with Analyslst 

Gen. 13 : 2. Abraham's wealth. 
Vy. 3^ 4. His humble seeking of the Lord's way. 
V. 6. Lot's wealth. 
v. 6. The embarrassment of riches. 
V. 7. Strife beginning among the servants. 
V. 8. Abraham's self-control and forbearance, 
y. 9. The magnanimous offer. 
Vv. 10-12. Lot's selfish choice. 

Vv. 14r-18. God's blessing and approval follow unselfish 
patience. 
Heb. 10 : 36. The need of patience. 

The Lesson in Oatfine* 

Link, — You saw all the trouble that came from Nabal's 
bad temper. Abraham might easily have lost his temper, 
but he kept his heart full of love, and gave up to Lot, and 
peace and comfort followed. 

Point of Contact, — Have you seen children who wanted 
the same toy, the same place, the same attention, etc. , etc. ? 

Teaching Point, —FoThesLT one another in love. 

Results Sought, — Sense of the need of patient forbearance. 
Impression of the nobility of yielding even one's rights for 
love's sake. 

Picture, — A troop of camels. 

Hymn Suggested, — No. 6. 
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Blackboaitl Hints* 

Draw horizon, then hill with flock, tents, and Abraham 
and Lot upon it. Now draw river and palms. Erase tents 
and all on hill, and draw Lot's tent and flock by river, and 
Abraham's tent and sheep upon hill at left. 

The Lesson Taught* 

Approach to the Lesson. — Aunty had come, and Lois and 
Hilda each wanted to show her all their treasures. Lois 
was quite a big girl, almost seven years old, and Hilda was 
three. "Let's get our dolls first," said Hilda, "and have 
them sit in Aunty's lap." "AU right, let's." "But 
they're so big," said Hilda, "like real babies. Aunty 
couldn't hold them both." "No," said Lois, "I tiiink she 
couldn't hold them both at one time." "What shall we 
do?" said the little sister. "Well," Lois answered, "I 
think you can let your dolly Amelia sit in Aunty's lap 
first, then when she has sat as long as she likes I will let 
Flora take her turn." "But don't you want Flora to have 
the first turn?" said the little girl, looking troubled. 
"Well," answered her sister, "I'd rather Amelia would, 
because she's your dolly, you see." 

Don't you suppose, children, that Lois would have liked 
to let her doll sit in her Aunty's lap first? Yes, but she 
would rather give up what she would like, to make her 
little sister happier. So Aunty and each of the little girls 
had a happy time, because Lois was ready to give up. I 
think that was a very good way. Why did Lois want her 
sister to have a good time? So she could bear to give up, 
because she loved Hilda, for love beareth all things. 

Was Nabal's heart full of love like that? What was in 
his heart? Tell me about it. What came of it? [Talk 
over the lesson of last week, drawing out the children's 
thoughts and impressions, clarifying and deepening them.] 

The Lesson Presented. — To-day's story is about Abraham. 
He, too, was a very rich man^ richer even than Nabal, I 
think. 

He had flocks and herds, gold and silver, beautiful cloth- 
ing and jewels, servants, and many camels and asses to 
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cany the people and all their things when they travelled 
from one place to another. Now Lot, Abraham's brother's 
son, went everywhere Abraham went, and lived in a tent 
close by Abraham's. Lot was rich, too [describe his 
wealth], and they both kept growing richer and richer, 
their nocks and herds got bigger and bigger, till at last 
they had so many sheep and cows and oxen, and asses, and 
camels, etc., that it was very hard to find grass enough for 
all the flocks and herds to eat. 

Very soon Abraham found that the men who took care 
of his cattle and those who looked after the cattle of Lot 
were quarrelling together about pasture. Each wanted the 
best and so they got into trouble. Now Abraham, because 
he was Lot's imcle and much older, had a right to say to 
him: "You must go somewhere else with your cattle. 
There is not enough pasture here for yours and mine too." 
But instead of doing that, Abraham said ; " You and I have 
so many cattle that we cannot live near each other without 
having trouble. But the land is large and there is plenty 
of room for both of us. You choose which place you would 
like best to have and then I will take some other place." 

As they stood on a hill looking over the country. Lot 
saw a large, beautiful valley down by the river where the 
grass was very green and rich, and he selfishly said he 
would dhoose that for his. Abraham knew that what Lot 
had taken was the best, but he was willing to give it up 
and to take the hill country, which was not nearly so good 
for his cattle. 

The Truth Emphasized. —Why did Abraham give up his 
right to choose? What made him so kind to Lot? It was 
the love in his heart for his nephew and specially for the 
heavenly Father — the love that beareth all things. Out of 
that love kind thoughts and words and deeds grew, and 
blossomed, and bore fruit. 

[Tell of the Lord's special blessing and approval, em- 
phasizing the essential nobleness of yielding even one's 
rights for love's sake. 

Close with a little practical talk about giving up, in 
every-day life — and the hourly need of patience.] God has 
a whole sky full of patience for us to be patient with, if 
we ask him for it. 
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Lesson 34. 

HELPING HIS BROTHERS. 

LoTO WorgMngm 

Odd&n T(BxL^JjOfV3 bdfvebbth long ahd ib xihd.— 1 Cor. 18:4 

(R v.). 

Paaaifes for tfie Tcacfier^f Slikhr, wilii Analyiik 

Qen, 41 : 14, 15. Joseph called before the King. 

Vy. 39-43. Power and honor bestowed upon lum. 

Vv. 46-49. His provision for coming necessity. 

V. 55. Thus in position and with power to help. 

Gen. 42 : 1, 2. Trouble overtakes the brothers. 

Vv. 3-10. They go to buy food where they hear is 
supply. 

Vv. 25, 26. Joseph gives provisions and returns their 
money. 

Gren. 43 : 16. At the second visit he dines them. 

Oen. 45 : 1-15. Joseph reveals his brotherhood, and for* 
gives and comforts. 

Vv. 21-23. He sends supplies for all, also rich gifts and 
conveyances. 

Gen. 47 : 11, 12. Gives the best of the land and con- 
stant sustenance. 

Gen. 50 : 15-21. The unalterable kindness of truly for- 
giving love. 

The LcHoa in Otiifiiic* 

Link, — Abraham's forbearance prevented any unkind- 
ness between him and Lot. Though imkindness had been 
done Joseph by his brothers, he forgave and helped them 
in their trouble, for his heart was right ^d loving. 
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Point of Contact. — Children's ready sympathy for those 
in trouble, and practical love in giving help. 

Tedching Point. — Forgiveness, for love's sake. 

Results Sought. — Impressions: The nobUity of mercy 
and forgiveness. Pity for the wrong-doer disposes to for- 
giveness. Love seen not as sentiment only, but rather 
as an attitude of life expressed in doing. 

References. — Peabody's "Lectures to Kindergartners," 
pp. 173, 174. Abbott's "Gentle Measures in the Training 
of the Young, '^ pp. 239, 240. Also Warner's " Little Black 
Hen" (one of the "Books of Blessing"). 

Picture. — Joseph and his brethren. 

Hymn Suggested. — First stanza and chorus of No. 11. 

Blacfcboafd Hints* 

Sketch horizon with Jacob's tent and those of his sons 
with flock upon the hill at right. Draw river, pyramids, 
palace, and palms. Show the brothers' journey by dotted 
line. Joseph's kindness. Draw table in palace with strokes 
about it. Joseph reveals himself A group in right side 
of palace. Josephprovides for the journey. Make chariots 
with strokes for horses. Settlement at Goshen. Erase 
tents and all on hill, and draw small houses above palace. 

The Lesson Tattght* 

Children have a strong sense of justice. It would be 
unwholesome and unnatural did they not feel indignation 
against cruelty and evil. They must learn through our 
teaching to see the righteousness and beauty of mercy and 
forgiveness. The pitiable condition of the wrong-doer, 
and sympathy for those in trouble, are keys to the situation. 

Material trouble makes its strong appeal to little ones. 
The sorer spiritual trouble consequent upon sin will be 
more keenly realized later. For illustration and help, see 
references suggested. 

Approach to the Lesson. — Arthur had a pet hen which he 
loved very dearly. He took care of it, fed it from the 
day it was hatched, and it knew him so well that it would 
follow him as if it were a dog. One night the hen-roost 
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was robbed, and in the morning when Arthur went out, 
his little black beauty did not come to meet him because 
she had been taken away with the others by thieves. Ar- 
thur cried bitterly, and because it hurt him so much to 
lose his pet he was angry and wanted to punish the one 
who had taken her away. But when they went into the 
hen-house they found a boy there. He had been brought 
by the men who came to steal the hens because he was 
smaller and could climb where they could not, and they 
made him help with the stealing; but when he fell and 
broke his leg they went away and left him there. Arthur's 
mother had the boy taken in the house, and after a doctor 
had set his leg, she took care of him patiently and kindly 
until he was well and able to walk. When Arthur saw 
how much he suffered, he was sorry for him and forgave 
him and tried to help him. Arthur was a loving boy and 
knew how to be kind even to some one who had done him 
a wrong. 

The Lesson Presented. — [The lesson may be divided 
into three parts : (a) the power and prosperity of Joseph ; 
(p) the troubles that overtook his brothers; (c) the help 
and forgiveness with which Joseph met their trouble, be- 
cause "love suffereth long and is kind."] 

I remember a story that we had not very long ago 
about Joseph and his brothers. Do you remember about 
it, too? What did the brothers do ? Why did they feel so 
unkindly toward Joseph ? Who took care of Joseph when 
he was taken so far from his father and mother and home? 
Oh, yes ; the Lord was taking care of Joseph all the time. 

Once when the king of that country had some dreams 
that he did not understand, God told Joseph what they 
meant so that he could tell the king. When Joseph said 
there would be seven years when there would be a great 
deal of grain in all the fields, and then seven years when 
they would not be any, the king did not know what to do ; 
but Joseph said, in the years of plenty, grain could be 
stored in storehouses, and then when the famine came — 
the time when no grain would grow — the people would 
have what had been put away to use. The king tJiought he 
was very wise, so he made him a ruler, next to the king 
himself in power, and in that way Joseph became a great 
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man in that country. But though the people all around 
him did not know about God or worship hun, Joseph re- 
membered what his father had taught hun, and loved God 
and prayed to him always. I think he remembered every 
day in his prayers the dear father he had not seen in so 
long a time, and even the brothers who had treated him so 
unkindly. 

When the famine came in Egypt where Joseph was, it 
came too in the country where Joseph's father and broth- 
ers lived. There was nothing in that land to eat ; but they 
heard that far away in Egypt they could buy grain, so the 
brothers went there to get some. It was a long journey, 
but finally they reached the place and were brought before 
Joseph. He knew them, but they never thought for a 
moment that the great man before them could be the little 
brother whom they had sold so many years before. They 
were afraid of the ruler, especially when he told them not 
to come again unless they brought their youngest brother 
with them. You see Joseph wanted to see his brother 
Benjamin, and that was the reason he asked about him 
and told them to bring him. When they came again and 
had Benjamin with them, Joseph made a dinner for them 
and then told them who he was, and was very kind to 
them. After that he sent for them and all their families, 
and for his father, to come to that country and live so that 
he could take care of them always. 

The Truth Emphasized. — [Show Joseph's untiring pa- 
tience, kindness, and forbearance (Gen. 50 : 15, etc.). He 
did not take back his forgiveness. In this connection re- 
call Abraham's patient forbearance, and our own need of 
it. 

Let the children see and feel the beauty and strength of 
forgiveness. We would guard them against feeling it big 
or manly to retaliate. Not "give as good as you get." 
Give better. " Overcome evil with good."] 



Lesson 35. 

JONATHAN AND DAVID. 

The Unselfishness of Love. 
Golden TfeB*.— He loved him as his own soul.— 1 Sam. 18: 8. 

Passages for tiie Teacfier^s Sttidy^ with Analysis* 

1 Sam. 17: 65-58. The circumstances of the acquaint- 
ance. 

18 : 1, 2. The first meeting. 

Vv. 3, 4. The wonderful love. 

19 : 1-3. Jonathan warns of danger. 

Vv. 4-7. His intercession avails for his friend. 

20: 4. A friend's readiness to serve. 

Vv. 9-22. How Jonathan met the emergency. 

V. 34. He makes his friend's honor his own. 

Vv. 41, 42. The covenant of affection. 

23 : 16, 17. The comforting ministry of friendship. 

V. 18. Renewed pledges of affection. 

2 Sam. 1 : 2^, The inexpressible depth of friendship's 
love. 

The Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — Joseph loved his father and brothers very un- 
selfishly. Jonathan and David were not related, yet 
Jonathan loved David as his very self. 

Point of Contact, — Children's admiration of bravery. 
Jonathan admired and loved the brave David. 

Teaching Points. — Unselfishness. Jonathan so loved 
David that he gave not only his things, but his rank, his 
prospects, his very self, for him. He loved his friend as 

himself. 

i , 
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Eesults Sought. — Healization of a new degree of love. 
Presentiment: so too should we love our friends. Love 
envieth not. 

Reference. — Trumbull's " Friendship the Master Passion.*' 

Picture. — David. 

Hymn Suggested. — First stanza and chorus of No. 11. 

Blackboard Hmts* 

Horizon (without woods), also Jesse's house and Hebrew 
army as in Lesson 29. The meeting of David and Jona- 
than. Three strokes at right of army. Saul, Jonathan, 
and Abner. Draw enemy's army, David and the giant be- 
tween armies. Erase these figures, laying the giant prone 
and placing David near Saul and Jonathan. David kept 
at pala/^. Draw trees and palace and place figures in it. 
David^s danger. Draw rocks and tree in foreground, David 
in hiding, Jonathan pleading with Saul in the field. Erase 
figures and draw woods. Place David among them. Saul 
and army near. Jonathan with David. 

The Lesson Taught* 

The preceding lessons have presented varied aspects and 
fruits of love within the home circle, with two examples of 
contrast, one reaching out beyond the home. To-day's 
lesson widens the view, and we would have the children 
see in this story — without its being stated — the ideal for 
even their childish friendships, to give, not to get ; to min- 
ister, not to be ministered unto. 

Approach to the Lesson. — To-day I am going to tell you 
an old story, and we will see if you can tell whom it is 
about. There was once a boy who took care of his father's 
sheep, and he could play on the harp very nicely, too. 
The king heard about him and sent for him to come to the 
palace. When the king and his soldiers afterward had to 
go to war, the boy went back home to help his father. 
After a while his father sent him to find the army and 
take some things to his brothers. Can you tell his name? 
Would you like to know what happened to David after 
that? When he reached the army he found that a great 
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giant was calling for some one to come and fight him. All 
the soldiers were afraid, but David knew that God would 
take care of him, and he wanted to go. At first the king 
was not willing, but after a while he said that David might 
try, and David killed the giant with a stone thrown from 
a sling. 

The Lesson Presented, — When the giant of whom they 
had all been so much afraid was dead, the king was very 
grateful to David and asked him to come and live in the 
palace. The king had a son named Jonathan, and he was 
about as old as David was. When he saw how brave David 
was he loved David so much that he wanted him for a 
friend ; and to show his love he took off the robe and belt 
he had on and asked David to wear them, and gave him his 
sword and bow, too. 

After a while the people who knew how brave David 
had been praised David more than they did the king, and 
that made the king angry at David, so angry that he tried 
to kill him. Jonathan was very sorry to have his father 
feel that way toward his friend, and he talked with his 
father to try to show him that David was true to him and 
a good man. Saul listened, and promised that he would 
not harm David, and that made Jonathan very glad. But 
the king was cruel and forgot his promise after a while, 
so that he tried again to kill David. That time Jonathan 
could not persuade his father to be kind to David, though 
he tried. So he helped David to get away to a place where 
he would be safe, and went to him to comfort him and tell 
him that he would always love him and be his friend. 

Jonathan, as he was the son of the king, was the one 
that people would think of to be the king when his father 
died. But Jonathan knew that he never would be king, 
and that God had chosen David to be king after Saul. I 
think he loved David so much that he was more glad to 
think of David being the king than he would be to know 
that he himself would be king some day. David and his 
men were hiding in a forest one time, and when Jonathan 
found out where they were he went to see David, to com- 
fort and help him and tell him how much he loved him, 
and that he knew and was glad that David was to be the 
king. 
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The Truth Emphasized. — [Draw the stoiy now from the 
ehUdren by showing how Jonathan did love David as his 
own soul in all these incidents, that it was thus all the 
time, and in man j, many other occasions it was manifested. 

Close by telling David's estimate of his friend's affec- 
tion — wonderftdy greater even than the tenderest he had 
known besides, passing his mother's love!] 



-I 



Lesson 36. 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 

LoylDff the Stranger. 
Golden Text — Thou bhalt subblt hblp him. — ^Deut. 22: 4 

Passages for the Teacber^s Stody^ with Analysis. 

John. 4:9- The attitude of Jews and Samaritans. 

Luke 10: 30. A traveller's distress and extremity, 

Vv. 31, 32. The heartless neglect of countrymen. 

V. 33. A stranger's compassion on his enemy. 

V. 34. His helpful ministry and self-abnegation. 

V. 35. Continued care assured and need supplied. 

•V. 36. Who was the "close one"? 

V. 37. The definition of duty. 

Deut. 10 : 19. Love ye therefore the stranger. 

Matt. 6: 43, 44. Love even the enemy. 

Exod. 23 : 4. What love will do for his possessions. 

V. 5. How it will overcome revengeful inclination. 

Matt. 5 : 46. The motive. 

Mark 10 : 27. The possibility of attainment. 

The Lesson In Outline* 

Link. — See Jonathan's unselfish love for his friend! 
But this Samaritan loved a stranger, an enemy in need, as 
himself. 

Point of Contact, — The appeal of pain. 

Teaching Points, —The stranger or enemy is a child of 
God, therefore love the stranger or enemy as one's self. 
Our duty to see where help is needed. Love grows by 
serving. 

Results Sought, — Eealization that the neighbor— the 
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near one — is the needy one; that acquaintance and friend- 
ship should not limit the circle of love and assistance ; that 
sympathy for trouble is a stepping-stone to love for enemies. 
A growing presentiment that love is all-embracing. A 
preparation for realizing Christ's love for his enemies. 

Reference, — Trumbull's "Ourselves and Others/' Love 
Grows through Serving, pp. 171-180 ; Duty of Eight Feel- 
ing, pp. 43-54. 

Picture, — The Good Samaritan. 

Hymn Suggested. — Second stanza of No. 11. 

Blackboafd Hints* 

Draw horizon, then Jerusalem at left and Jericho at 
right with road between and hills beside road. The un- 
fortunate lying beside the road, and bandits escaping over 
hill. Draw appropriate figures on road as the story pro- 
ceeds. Strengthen outlines of one Jericho house for the 
inn, and locate the wounded man and the Samaritan there. 

The Lesson Tatfght* 

The relationships in which love and helpfulness obtain 
have broadened before the children, in the preceding les- 
sons, from the home circle to the friend, and to-day should 
widen to include the stranger and enemy. Read the sug- 
gested chapters from Trumbull, if possible. 

Approach to the Lesson, — Mary and Willie were standing 
by their gate one afternoon when a boy whose feet were 
almost on the ground because his shoes were so bad, and 
whose coat was very ragged, came along that way. He 
was crying, and Willie asked him what was the matter. 
He said he had bought some papers with all the money he 
had, and then slipped and fell off from a car into the mud, 
and his papers were all spoiled so that he could not sell 
them. Willie and Mary had never seen the boy before, 
but they were very sorry for him in his trouble, and when 
they had whispered together for a minute Mary ran into 
the house and came back bringing all the money that she 
and Willie had saved. They were glad when they found 
that they had just enough to buy as many papers as the 
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boy had at first, and they were happy when he thanked 
them and ran off to buy his papers, his tears all gone and 
smiles on his face. 

The Lesson Presented. — We learned last week about two 
very dear friends ; what were their names? Did Jonathan 
do everything that he could to help David? Why? Have 
you any friends that you love very much? Do you like to 
do kind things for them? To-day I am going to tell you a 
story that Jesus told about a loving helper. 

He said that a man was going alone down the road from 
Jerusalem to Jericho when some robbers came out and, 
beating him so that he could not help himself at all, they 
took away everything that he had and left him in the road. 
Pretty soon a man from the same country that the traveller 
was from, came by that way. He saw the poor, wounded 
man in the road, and knew how much he needed help, but 
he just crossed over to the other side of the road and did 
not even stop. After a while another man from that same 
country came by. He went up to where the wounded man 
lay and looked at him. Perhaps if the man could know 
about it at all, he thought surely the man who came so near 
would help him ; but he did not. He went on like the 
other one, and did not help the man who needed help so 
much. The next man who came by that way was a stranger 
from another country. He knew the man in the road was 
not one of his own people, but he knew that he needed 
help, and that he was one of the heavenly Father's children, 
so this kind man was ready to do all that he could. He 
got down off the horse that he was riding, bound up the 
man's wounds with oil, then lifted the man on his horse, 
and walking by his side took him to a hotel ; where he 
stayed with him that night and then gave money to the 
hotel keeper and told him to let the man stay there until 
he was well, and said if he needed more money he would 
pay it to him when he came that way again. 

Did I say that this man who helped was a friend of the 
man who was hurt? No, not a friend at all. They had 
never seen each other before ; and yet we know that the 
man who helped in such a kind way loved the one that was 
hurt. How do we know that he loved him? By what he 
did. 
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The Truth Emphasized, — [Show the picture, retellmg 
the story briefly, and following the Bible words as nearly 
as may be. Impress the thought of the golden text, par- 
ticularizing some of the things that love will prompt us to 
do (Prov. 25 : 21), giving the crowning motives : Jesus has 
told us to do this : it is well-pleasing to God. Close by 
asking the children to tell you what they will tell to-day 
at home.] 



Lesson 37* 

THE LAW OF LOVE. 

Generalizatloii : Love AIL 

OMen Text. — ^Wb ought also to loyb one anothsr.^ 

lJolm4:ll. 

Passages for tEe Teacfier's Study, with Aaalyiii* 

Philemon v : 9. The one who pleads. 

V. 10. His tender love for the runaway slave. 

V. 11. Paul recognizes Onesimus' fault. 

V. 12. But pleads for his forgiveness. 

Vv. 13, 14. He respects the master^s rights. 

Vv. 16, 16. Yet urges the higher right of Christian love. 

Vv. 17-20. And identifies himself with the man's past 
and future. 

Mark 12 : 30, 31. Love to God and man insures all right 
doing. 

John 13 : 34. The measure of love enjoined. 

V. 35. Its evidence the badge of discipleship. 

John 14 : 15. The test of love for Christ. 

The Letsoo in OutUnc* 

Link. — The Good Samaritan loved a stranger. So did 
Paul, and helped him, for he knew Jesus' Law of Love — 
Love as I have loved you. It is a law for us all. 

Foint of Contact, — For mother's sake children will help 
and be kind to those she loves. 

Teaching Points. — Since all are God's children, love is 
due to all: to parents; to younger and weaker ones; to 
friends ; to neighbors ; to strangers ; to enemies ; to every 
one. 

10 
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Results Sought, — A clear sense that love is all-embracing. 
Love seen as a duty as well as a privilege. A foregleam 
of the truth, "Love is the fulfilling of the law.'' A basis 
for interest in missions of every kind. A practical teach- 
ing of Christ's summary of the "second table of the Law." 

J?6/«rewce.— Farrar's "Life and Work of St. Paul," vol. 
ii.y chap. 50. 

Picture. — Come unto Me. 

Hymn Suggested, — Second stanza, No. 5. 

Blackboard Hints. 

Sketch horizon. Draw Eome in foreground. The prison 
lower than other buildings and with barred windows. The 
runaway's house near horizon and dotted journey between. 
Paul paved the way with his love. 

Tlie Lesson Taught* 

To-day we come to the generalization and application to 
which the lessons thus far have been leading. 

"Suppose," says Trumbull, "that one whom you had 
viewed with indifference or derision were found to be the 
loved child of your dearest earthly friend. Would this 
have no effect upon your feeling toward that person?" 
And later: "Every human being is one of God's repre- 
sentatives. With all his weakness, faults, follies, and 
sins, he is dear to God." 

Let the Law make its appeal in active operation. 

Approdch to the Lesson. — Stella rushed into the house 
one afternoon and said : " mother, there is such a queer 
old lady coming up the walk ! She spoke so crossly to the 
dog — I am afraid of her!" "Why," said Mrs. Winslow, 
" that is Auntie Forbes. She is a friend of mine. Perhaps 
she is afraid of the dog. Run out, dear, and help her up 
the steps and send Sport away." As soon as Stella found 
that the little old lady was her mother's friend, she was 
glad to help her for mother's sake. 

The Lesson Presented. — There was once a poor slave boy 
who ran away from his master. He took some money 
from his master and with it made his way to a city called 
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Rome, and there a long way from his friends and home he 
got into trouble, — perhaps he was put in prison. I do not 
know about that, but I do know that Paul, a good man 
who loved Jesus, found out about this runaway boy in the 
strange city and helped him. You would not have thought 
a man like Paul, who was wise and honest and very, very 
good, would have cared to be friends with a poor runaway 
slave lad. But he did; and the reason Paul wanted to 
help Onesimus was because Paul had learned that Jesus 
and our Father love every one and that they wanted him 
to do so too, for Jesus had said, " Love one another. " Paul 
taught Onesimus about Jesus, and that Jesus would want 
him to obey his master ; and Onesimus learned to be so 
loving and obedient that Paul would have been glad to keep 
him. But Paul knew that Onesimus ought to go back to 
the master from whom he had run away, and so sent him ; 
but Paul wrote a letter to tell Philemon the master how 
much Onesimus was changed, and to say that if the master 
would take him back and forgive him for running away 
Paul would pay back the money he had taken. 

Can you think of any one, big or little, who loved or 
helped somebody because he had the same kind of love 
that Paul had? Do you know of any who forgave or 
obeyed because they loved God and loved somebody else? 

[In this way recall the types of love illustrated this 
quarter, noting, as each is looked at anew, the relationship 
— stranger, friend, brother, child, etc., in which this Law 
of Love was exemplified, and impressing the teaching 
point.] 

The Truth Emphasized, — [Now we are ready for the 
application. Do not preach it yourself. If the teaching 
has been wise the children will be ready to make and ex- 
press it themselves, as you turn their thought that way.] 
Jesus says, "Love one another as I have loved you." 
Whom does he mean? Whom should we love? [Specify 
— and talk, somewhat at length, on this point. Show and 
talk about the picture here. The picture shows how Jesus 
loved people. Paul loved Onesimus because Jesus did.] 
Jesus looks in the picture as if he were saying, " Love one 
another as I have loved you." Why should we love all 
these people? Whom does Jesus love? And whom does 
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he want us to love? How can we? His power is always 
ready to 

" Help us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good, 
In all we do in work or play 
To grow more loving every day." 

How much did Jesus love us? If Jesus loved us so 
much, " we ought also to love one another. " 



Lesson 38. 

THE HELPFUUSESS OF LOVE. 

The True Expression of Love. 
Golden Text^BY love sebye one another. —Gal. 5: 13. 

Passages for tfie Teac&er^s Study, with Analysis* 

Acts 16 : 14, 15. Lydia evidences her conversion by in- 
stant offers of helpfulness. 

V. 40. Paul forgets his own sufferings in giving help 
and comfort. 

Gal. 6: 2. Another's burdens will be shared by one who 
truly loves. 

John 13 : 14, 15. Jesus' example of lowly service. 

Matt. 7 : 12. The standard of service. 

Matt. 25 : 40. The privilege of doing all as unto Christ. 

Hie Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — The Law of Love was fulfilled by Lydia, and 
shown by her helpfulness. 

Foint of Contact. — You feel love in your heart for 
mother. How does she know it? By what you do, how 
you look, how you speak, etc. So, too, Jesus knows our 
love by, etc. 

Teaching Foint. — Love serves. 

Results Sought. — A clinching and bringing home of the 
impressions of the Second Quarter. Care and love for all 
must be linked in our lives as they are in our Father's life. 

Preparation for ministry to the needy at Thanksgiving 
time, and constantly, through missions and in every-day life. 

Ficture. — Come Along. 

Hymn Suggested. — Third stanza of No. 11. 
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Blackboard Hints* 

Draw hills, city, and river. Then the prayer circle and 
the preacher before it. Lydia' s helpfulness. Locate Lydia 
and her guests in one of the houses. By motion of hand 
and dotted lines in the streets show their going out to 
preach and always returning to Lydia' s house. 

The Lesson Taught* 

Approach to the Lesson. — 

"I love you, mother," said little John, 
Then, forgetting his work, his cap went on, 
And he was off to the garden swing. 
Leaving her wood and water to bring. 

"I love you, mother," said rosy Nell, 
"I love you more than tongue can tell." 
Then teased and fretted full half the day. 
Till her mother rejoiced when she went to play. 

"I love you, mother," said little Fan, 
"To-day I'll help you all I can. 
How glad I am that school doesn't keep ! " 
So she rocked the babe till it fell asleep. 

Then stepping softly she fetched the broom, 
And swept the floor and tidied the room, 
Busy and happy the whole day long, 
Singing ever a merry song. 

"I love you, mother," again they said, 
Three little children going to bed. 
How do you think the mother guessed 
Which of them really loved her best? 

[Recall the golden text and seed thoughts of the last 
lesson — God's love to all, hence our duty to love all — with 
their application.] 

The Lesson Presented, — One Sabbath afternoon Paul and 
two friends of his, Silas and Luke, were in a strange place 
where no one knew about Jesus. They wanted to tell the 
people there about him so that they might learn to love him 
too. A good many people went down by the river that 
Sabbath afternoon ; so Paul, Silas, and Luke went there too, 
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and told about Jesus to all who would listen. One of the 
women there was named Lydia. As soon as she heard the 
story of Jesus and his love for her, she gave her heart to 
him and was baptized that afternoon. As soon as her heart 
was filled with love for Jesus she wanted to do something 
for him. But how could she do anything for Jesus when 
he was with his Father in his home in heaven? Ah, he 
has told us in his word that when we do anything for other 
people because we love him<f it is just the same as if we did 
it for him. Lydia was so grateful to the strangers who 
had told her about Jesus that she wanted to do something 
for them. And she could do something very nice for them, 
because she had a house in that place and they had no 
home and no friends there. She asked them to come to 
her house, and she took care of them while they stayed in 
that place to tell other people about Jesus. By love she 
served them, and they too helped and comforted her ; they 
served one another. 

The Truth Emphasized, — How can we show it if we, too, 
love Jesus? How can we show love at home? [Let the 
children tell again to whom love is due, and apply force- 
fully the principle which has been illustrated all through 
the lessons, and having been imbibed should now be formu- 
lated — the principle that love serves in all relationships. 
Show and talk over the picture, in which it is evident that 
all the family are anxious to help the baby. 

Close with the wonderful thought that the beautiful 
thing about it all is that whatever we do because of love 
we are doing for the Saviour himself.] 



Lesson 39. 

REVIEW: LOVE IN GOJyS FAMILY. 

The Highest MotiYe for Love. 
GMden Text. — Have we not all one father? — Mai. 2: 10. 

Passages for the Teacher's Sttidyt with Analysis* 

Deut. 11 : 19. Topics of conversation in a Jewish home. 

Acts 15 : 21. Church privileges and instruction of Jew- 
ish children. 

Acts 9 : 36. Dorcas — after such training— becomes a 
Christian. Her life of practical love. 

V. 39. Her ministrations to the "least of these." 

Rom. 15 : 1. The tender consideration due the weaker. 

V. 2. Seek not personal happiness but that of another. 

1 Thess. 5 : 12, 13. Reverence and love due those " over 
us in the Lord." 

2 Cor. 8 : 1-9. Mutual helpfulness in the one great 
family. 

Vv. 13, 14. Reciprocity and equality therein. 
Mai. 2:10. God's Fatherhood involves and enjoins all 
the duties of brotherhood. 

The Lesson in CXitline. 

Link. — Dorcas loved the poor because Jesus did, and 
because all were her Father's children, hence her brothers 
and sisters. 

Point of Contact, — We love our own brothers and sisters, 
father and mother differently from any other people. But 
since all are God's children, all people belong to God's 
family, and therefore we should love them all. 

Teaching Point, — The works of love. 
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Results Sought, — A clear perception of the great truth 
that love should govern all social relationships. The 
supreme reason for this : God is our Father, and Father of 
all. An exemplified teaching of Christ's first and second 
commandments, the second a necessary consequence of the 
first. A permanent foundation laid for missionary inter- 
est and work. 

Picture, — The Samaritan Pentateuch. 

Hymn Suggested, — No. 11. 

Blackboard Hints* 

Have the board divided into thirteen spaces (three rows 
of three, one of four). These may be numbered small for 
your own convenience. As the lesson incidents are recalled, 
no matter in what order, sketch the salient point of each 
in its appropriate place. If children hesitate, help them 
by a quick sketch of some one of the remaining incidents. 
Use no horizons. 

The Lesson Taught 

In this quarter, our first eight lessons (27 to 34) with 
one partial exception in NabaPs case, present relationships, 
duties, and precepts within the family. In the 3oth lesson 
we look at the ties of unselfish friendship. The 36th points 
the duty to the stranger and enemy, while the 37th widens 
the vision to include all God's children among those to 
whom the Law of Love applies. The 38th lesson impresses 
especially the acceptable way of loving, i.e., in doing. 
To-day we will try to gather the lessons of the quarter 
together and set them in a mosaic where they will illuminate 
one another, and where we all may feel more strongly, as 
once again and at short range we see the principle of love 
outgrowing the home to include the whole world, that all 
this is the necessary consequence of love to God. How 
can he who loveth God fail to love any of God's children? 

Approach to the Lesson, — I have a beautiful story to tell 
you to-day about a little girl who lived in the country 
where Jesus lived when he was on the earth. The city 
where she lived was on the shore of a great sea, and I am 
sure little Dorcas must have had happy times playing down 
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by the water. I think she must have had a very happy 
home, too, where the father and mother told the children 
about God, his wonderful works and the laws he has made 
for all people to obey. 

The Lesson Presented. — Dorcas went to the church, too, 
every Sabbath day. They called it a synagogue, but it 
was like what we call a church, and when Dorcas went 
there she heard stories read from the Bible. Her Bible 
did not look like ours, but like this. [Show picture.] 
Still it had some of the same stories in it. Would you like 
to hear some of them? One was about two boys who might 
have had a happy home if both had tried to make it so ; 
but one did not seek good and was selfish and unkind. 
[Take up the lessons with a brief new sketch of each. As 
soon as the children recognize the story, let them finish it, 
or supply words, names, etc., as you do so.] 

As Dorcas listened to these stories and others like them, 
I think she must have wished to be aa obedient and loving 
child to her parents, as Abel was, a true friend like Jona- 
than, kind and loving even to those who were not kind to 
her, as Joseph was to his brothers. When Dorcas was 
grown up she heard of One who was so kind and powerful 
that no one like him had ever been seen before on the 
earth ; wherever he went blind people were made to see, 
the lame to walk, the sick were made well, and all were 
taught to be loving and helpful. Perhaps when Dorcas 
went to Jerusalem to one of the feasts she saw Jesus and 
heard of the story he told about the man who was so kind 
to the poor, wounded stranger. Dorcas loved Jesus and 
for his sake loved every one, especially the poor and the 
needy, for were they not all God's children, her heavenly 
Father's children (golden text) and therefore her brothers 
and sisters? Jesus gave a rule about loving to his friends, 
" We ought also to love one another '' ; and Dorcas always 
kept that rule. Her fingers were always busy making 
clothes for poor people, and doing other kind things ; and 
every one loved her because of her love and kindness. 

The Truth Emphasized, — Close with the thought given 
in Christ's summary of the law. Since we all have one 
Father, and are all of one family, we should care for one 
another and love one another. 
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Help the children to realize and tell who some of this 
great family are, leading their thought in the direction of 
missions. 

We might well teach as a summary of the quarter's 
thought that sweet motto — 

"For Jesus Christ's sake — 
Do all the good you can, 
To all the people you can, 
In all the ways you can, 
At all the times you can, 
And as long as ever you can.'' 



Lesson 40. 

ABRAHAM OBEYING GOD. 

An Example for Obedience. 

Golden Text. — Abraham departed, as the Lord had spoken unto 

HIM. — Gen. 12: 4. 

Passages fof tlie Teaciiei^s Studyt with Analysis* 

Gen., chapters 12-22. A general view of Abraham's life. 
Gen. 12: 1-6. The call and obedience. 
Heb. 11 : 8-10. Faith the mainspring of obedience. 
Gen. 12 : 7. The promised temporal blessing. 
Gen. 15 : 1. The spiritual blessing. 
Gen. 17 : 8. Another expression of the above. 
Gen. 18 : 18, 19. The secret of God's being able to bless ; 
and Abraham's obedience procuring blessings to many. 

The Lesson in Outline* 

Link, — Another story Dorcas used to hear ; or, Dorcas 
did what she knew would please Jesus, fulfilling his com- 
mandments ; so, too, Abraham obeyed when God told him 
to do something. 

Point of Contact. — Moving. 

Teaching Point. — Abraham obeyed God. That obedience 
made possible God's blessing. 

Results Sought. — Impression of an example of obedience 
and its fruits. Perception that peace and joy of heart are 
results of obedience; that he who obeys God shall be the 
friend of God; that friendship with God is the blessing 
most to be desired. 

Picture. — Arabs on the March. 

Hifmn Suggested — First stanza, No. 12. 
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Blackboard Hints. 

Draw horizon and river at right, and beside it Ur. 
Abraham's house in front and a little heavier than others. 
The new home. Draw river at left (Jordan). Abraham^ s 
journey. Then by degrees draw the dotted line showing 
Abraham's encampment at a, h^ Cj and d^ erasing each time 
and finally draw tent, tree, and flock at left of Jordan. 

The Lesson Taught* 

The teacher who knows her little people in their home- 
life can draw from the children facts regarding their ex- 
periences in moving, or that of their friends, which wiU 
prove parallels by which the lesson may be the better com- 
prehended. 

Abraham's home at Ur may be described with some 
detail, as the reference in Hebrews would fairly suggest 
that he left a city home to dwell in tents, anticipating the 
" city that hath foundations " at the end of life's journey. 

Approach to the Lesson. — When you moved to this town, 
Sarah, did you choose the new home yourself? Who did? 
How did the children know where it was, when to go to it, 
and how? Father knew how to bring you to the new home 
he had chosen, and you trusted him and went just when 
and where he told you. So at last you reached your new 
home and were safely settled there, because you obeyed 
your father; you did just as he told you to do. 

You remember last Sunday we were talking about a very 

good woman , who tried every day to do the things 

Jesus wanted her to do, to obey him all the time. When 
she was a little girl she used to hear a great many beautiful 
stories from the Bible. We had some of these stories last 
week. To-day I will tell you another that I am sure 
Dorcas heard many times when she was a child. This one 
is about Abraham, a man who did the things God told him 
to do. 

The Lesson Presented. — Abraham lived in a great and 
beautiful city called Ur. Hundreds of people lived in that 
city, and many of them were Abraham's friends, for Ur 
had been his home always. 
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One day God spoke to Abraham and told him to leave 
that home and go far away to another that God had chosen 
for him. Abraham had never seen the place ; he did not 
know the way; and to go there he must make a long jour- 
ney, carrying a tent with him, for it would be many days 
and weeks and months before he reached the new home 
where God had told him to go, and every night Abraham 
and Sarah his wife, and his father, and Lot his nephew, 
must have a tent to sleep in. Should you think Abraham 
would have been afraid to leave his home and make such 
a long journey without knowing the way? He was not 
afraid, for God had spoken to him, and Abraham was ready 
to obey when God told him to do something ; so Abraham 
went; he "departed as the Lord had spoken unto him." 
[Teach golden text here.] He did not know the way, but 
God showed him the way, and day after day he travelled 
on, trusting his heavenly Father to lead him right. 

In Abraham's time, to make a long journey over the flat, 
sandy country, the people often rode on the backs of camels. 
Some camels carried people and some carried the baggage 
on their backs, the tents rolled up into bundles and all the 
other things Abraham took with him. Every night they 
would stop, the camels would kneel down to let the riders 
get off their backs, the tents would be unrolled and put up 
for Abraham and the others to sleep in. In the morning 
the tents would be taken down and rolled into bundles 
again, the camels would kneel down to let the riders get 
on their backs, and they would all start off again for an- 
other day's journey. Abraham could not travel fast, for 
he had flocks of cattle and sheep with him. The sheep 
could not go very fast, but they would follow their shep- 
herd, when he called, wherever he would lead them. 

At last Abraham reached the place God had chosen for 
him, and he lived there a long while, and God blessed him. 
God could give him many blessings, because he saw Abra- 
ham loved, trusted, and obeyed him. God gave him all the 
things he needed and more. He gave him a large pleasant 
piece of land to live in, and gave him more sheep and 
camels and cattle, till Abraham was a very rich man. God 
took care of him too, and kept him safe from any enemies 
that came to fight him. But there was something better 
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than any of these things ; God chose Abraham to be his 
friend, and sometimes came and talked with him. The 
Lord's power kept Abraham safe, and Abraham knew that 
the Lord was his friend and that made him very happy. 
When enemies came, Abraham knew God would help him, 
and he went and conquered them. When he was going he 
was not afraid, for he knew this kind, strong friend was 
with him, and God shielded his heart from fear. 

It was so blessed and happy to be a friend of the Lord 
in heaven. Abraham was glad to obey the Lord and all 
his life to do the things that would please him. Because 
Abraham obeyed him, God could promise him that he 
should be a blessing to people in all the world. When- 
ever, all through his life, the Lord spoke to Abraham and 
told him to do something, Abraham did it. He did " as 
the Lord had spoken unto him." 

Many years after Abraham *s long journey, going to his 
new home in the strange land, Jesus our Saviour came to 
that same land ; he was bom in the nation of which Abra- 
ham was the father, and so we and all people are blessed 
through Abraham, because Jesus came through his family. 

The Truth Emphasized. — [Li closing the lesson, present 
a fresh view of the blessings that came to Abraham from 
obeying God, and from friendship with him.] 



Lesson 41* 

JONAH DISOBEYING GOD. 

A Contrast. 

Golden Text. — Thb way op transgressors is hard. — 

Prov. 13:15. 

Passages for tfae Teacher's Studyt with Analysis* 

Jonah 1. Jonah's disobedience and trouble. 
Chap. 2. Jonah's repentance and deliverance. 
Chap. 3. Jonah's obedience, and the blessings to others 
that followed. 

The Lesson in Outline* 

Link, — God told Abraham to go. He went; and his 
way led through blessing. God told Jonah to go. lie 
went not ; and his way led through trouble and unhappi- 
ness. 

Point of Contact, — Sent on an errand, and turning from 
it to play ; would the play be satisfactory? Could you go 
home to mother happy? 

Teaching Point. — Jonah disobeyed God. That disobedi- 
ence made impossible God's blessing, till Jonah turned to 
God's way. 

Results Sought. — A sense that the fruits of disobedience 
are sorrow and trouble ; or that the way of transgressors is 
hard, because God loves them too well to let them go on in 
sin ; that a blessing comes to others when one returns to 
the right way. 

Picture. — The Breaking Wave. 

Hymn Suggested. — Second stanza of No. 12. 
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Blackboard Hints* 

After sketching horizon, outline the sea at left and draw 
Jordan. Then the Tigris at right and Nineveh; Jonah 
at left of Jordan. His disobedience. Sketch boat. Erase 
Jonah and show his flight to the shore. Jonah^s obedience 
Dotted line from another point on shore across the desert 
to Nineveh. 

The LesBon Tatight 

Apjyroach to the Lesson, — Johnny's mother told him not 
to take any sugar out of the bowl, but Johnny thought it 
would taste very nice and he took some. He ate so much 
it made his head ache. When his mother kissed him good 
night he told her he had a headache. She said she was 
sorry and asked if he had eaten some sugar. Johnny said, 
" No. " But because he told that lie his conscience troubled 
him for a long time so he could not get to sleep. That 
made him sleepy in the morning, and when his father called 
him, he said, "Yes, sir," but went to sleep again. That 
made him late for school and teacher punished him. 

Johnny had a hard time when he disobeyed. He dis- 
obeyed his mother, he disobeyed his father, he disobeyed 
the rules of the school, and his disobedience brought him 
trouble and pimishment. That night he told his mother 
how naughty he had been and asked her to forgive him, 
and said : " Mother, I am going to try to-day to do every- 
thing you and father tell me." Johnny got along much 
better after that. He tried to keep the rules at school too, 
and did so well that at the end of the school year the 
teacher said he was one of her very best boys ; and how 
pleased he was then, and father and mother too. It was 
only when Johnny disobeyed that he had such a hard time. 

The Lesson Presented, — Jonah was a teacher. They 
called him a prophet because God talked to him, and sent 
him to tell people when they did wrong, and to teach them 
the right way. 

God spoke to Jonah one day, and said : " Go, and take a 
message from me to a far-away city, a great and wicked 
city." Instead of doing as the Lord told him, Jonah dis- 
obeyed. He tried to loin way from the Lord. Gould. the 
11 
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Lord see where he went? Yes, the Lord saw him go down 
to the sea and get into a boat that was going just the other 
way from where the Lord had sent him. The Lord made 
a strong wind to blow over the sea, and there was a great 
storm, and the ship was very near to being broken in 
pieces. If the ship should break in pieces, of course every 
one in it would be drowned in the deep water. The sailors 
were all afraid. Where was Jonah? He was in the inside 
part of the ship fast asleep. The captain came to him and 
called, "Wake up, and pray to God before we are all 
drowned. " Jonah was getting into dreadful trouble, wasn't 
he, disobeying God. As soon as Jonah was awake, he felt 
at once how wicked he had been, and knew that it was be- 
cause of his fault the great storm had come upon them. 
The sailors asked him : " Who are you? Where have you 
come from? Where are you going? What have you done 
to bring this dreadful storm? " Jonah said: "I am a ser- 
vant of the Lord, I pray to the God of heaven who made 
the sea and the dry land. I have been very wicked. I 
disobeyed him, I would not go where he sent me, so now 
he has made this great storm on the sea." "What shall 
we do?" cried the sailors, for the storm was getting 
worse and worse every minute. "Take me up," Jonah 
said, " and throw me into the sea, then the waters will be 
quiet for you ; for I know it is for my fault that this great 
storm is upon you." So they threw him overboard into the 
water. It was a hard time Jonah had, wasn't it, disobey- 
ing the Lord. "The way of transgressors is hard." As 
soon as Jonah was thrown into the water the storm stx)pped, 
and the water was all quiet again. The Lord did not leave 
Jonah to die in the deep waters. He took care of him. 
He had ready a great fish near the ship, and when Jonah 
was thrown out of the ship, the great fish swallowed him, 
and carried him to the shore of the sea, and put him out 
on the dry land, safe. 

When Jonah found he was not drowned but was safe in 
the inside of the great fish, he remembered the Lord, and 
was sorry, oh, how sorry, that he had disobeyed him, and 
began to pray to him. He knew it was God who had saved 
his life by sending the great fish, and he promised the Lord 
that he would go where he told him the next time. 
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Why do you think the Lord let poor Jonah have such a 
hard time? Ah, I think it was because he loved Jonah 
and wanted him to be happy ; and no one can be happy 
who is disobeying God. So God sent all these troubles to 
help Jonah to be willing to obey. 

When the Lord spoke to Jonah a second time and said, 
" Go, take a message from me to that far-away city, that 
great and wicked city,'' Jonah did as the Lord said. He 
went to the far-away city. He knew he should find it full 
of wicked people, and so he did. But the wicked people 
listened to the message. They knew it was from God. 
They turned from the wicked things they were doing, and 
began to pray to the Lord. How happy Jonah must have 
been when he was obeying God. It was when he dis- 
obeyed, — ^transgressed, — ^that he got into such trouble him- 
self, and brought troubles upon others. *'The way of 
transgressors is hard." 

The Truth Emphasized. — Will you be able to tell this 
story about Jonah to mother when you go home to-day? 
What did God tell Jonah to do? Did Jonah obey him? 
What did he try to do? Could he run away from the 
Lord, could he go to any place where the Lord could not 
see him? Who sent the storm? What were the sailors 
afraid of? Did Jonah know why the storm had come? 
What did he tell the sailors to do with him? Did they do 
it? Did the Lord leave Jonah to die in the deep waters? 
What did he send? When Jonah found he was safe, he 
remembered the Lord and prayed to him. What did he 
promise? What brought Jonah safe to dry land? Who 
sent the great fish? Yes, the Lord loved Jonah, he sent 
the storm to stop Jonah in his disobedience, and he sent 
the fish to save Jonah's life. When God spoke to Jonah 
a second time, telling him to go with a message to the far- 
away city, what did Jonah do this time? What kind of 
people did he find in the city? Would they listen to God's 
message? Yes, they listened, and turned from the wrong 
things they had been doing and began to pray to the Lord. 
When Jonah obeyed the Lord he brought a blessing to 
these people. 



DANIEL DOING RKHT. 



QUdem Tat. — ^Thkm that hosob mb I wnx boohml — ^1 Sub. 8:90l 



lor Ifcr TcaidbKs Shrffi 

Dan. 1 : 1-4, 6. Who Daniel was, and wlieie. 

Dan. 2: 47, 48. Daniel set over the pioTinee. 

Dan. 6: 1-23. Daniel in the lions' den; or, li^t-doing 
honored. 

Dan. 6: 25-28. The king's proclamation; or, the infla- 
enee of Daniel's faithfulness npon others. 



TheLcwmia 



lAnk. — Jonah got into troable doing wrong. Daniel did 
right and troable came (yet not onhappiness), bat Crod 
broagbt him oat of it with honor. 

Fovnt of CofUcut, — Could yoa be happy if yoa ooald not 
go to mottier and father and talk to them? If strangers 
forbade, woold you heed them? So Daniel felt. He most 
pray to his heayenly Father. No one might hinder him. 

Teaching Paint. — ^Daniel was faithfal to God and to 
daty. God blessed him in his faithfulness. 

BemUU Sought, — Another example of obedience, show- 
ing obedience to conscience, with no special revelation in 
this instance^ and that such obedience is no less requisite. 
Prayer seen as a necessity to the life that loves God, a 
daily duty and privilege (anticipation of Lessons 47-50). 
Impression : God comes close to the one who needs him. 
Daniel^ away from father and mother, found all he needed 
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in God, in youth and age. Obedience is honoied. God 
makes the faithfulness of one a blessing to others. 

Picture. — Daniel in the Den of Lions. 

Hymn Suggested. — ^First stanza of No. 13. 

Blackboard Hinfs. 

Draw horizon, sea, and two rivers. Daniel's home. 
Jerusalem at left of Jordan. Locate Babylon, to which 
he went. By the dotted line indicate the captive's journey. 
Now make very heavy the outlines of one house in centre 
of Babylon, for the king's palace, where the boy Daniel 
lived. DanieV s fidelity . Draw the den at right of city. 

The LcsMfi Tatsght* 

From the teaching of this lesson we want the children 
not only to ,feel how much prayer meant to Daniel, to 
realize that God greatly honored Daniel, for Daniel loved 
and honored him supremely, but also to recognize in the 
story an example of obedience to conscience of the most 
perfect kind; for Daniel desired to do exactly what he 
ought to do under these trying circumstances. 

If Daniel's love for God and dependence upon him was 
like that of the child for its parent, we can see how he 
would choose anything rather than an interruption of that 
fellowship. He could die, but he could not give up com- 
munion with God. 

Approach to the Lesson. — ^A little girl had wandered 
down the park path from the bench where her mother and 
sister were sitting. She was not a block from them, but 
she was alone. Some boys a trifle older and stronger 
thought they would tease her, and seized her hands and 
apron and said, "Now you must stay with us." "But I 
want to go to mamma!" "Oh, no, you can't." "But I 
must go to my mamma! Won't you let me go to my 
mamma?" "No!" And they held her fast, in spite of 
struggles and tears and entreaties. It was only a few min- 
utes, and the little girl was not five years old, but though 
a woman grown, she still remembers the bitter pain of those 
few moments. To think of being separated from mother, 
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neyer seeing or speaking to her again ! It was more than 
the little heart could bear. 

The Lesson Presented. — That little girl was soon allowed 
to run back to her mother, and was comforted, but to-day 
I have to tell you about a little boy who was taken from 
his father and mother by some men he did not know and 
carried far, far away to a strange city where nobody knew 
or loved him. How his heart must have ached that first 
night! What could he do? Ah! he remembered the dear 
heavenly Father his father and mother had taught him 
about, and that they had said he was always near, he could 
always hear if little Daniel spoke to him. So he could 
kneel down and tell the heavenly Father his sorrow and 
trouble, and be comforted, for he still had a loving Father 
near by. When he woke in the morning, and the trouble 
all came back, he could kneel again and look toward the 
place -where the church was, where he had often gone to 
pray, and tell the Lord all that was in his heart. When 
midday came, he prayed again, and the Lord helped him 
and comforted him. 

At last they came to the strange city where Dahiel was 
now to live. There were three other boys who had been 
brought there with Daniel and they too knew the Lord and 
prayed to him for help in their new, strange home. The 
man who had these boys in charge was kind to them and 
loved them, and that was a great help to them. I think 
the Lord let that kind man help them. 

When Daniel grew up to be a man, he prayed every day 
to the Lord, and tried to do every day the things that 
would please him. He tried to do his work right, and 
prayed to the Lord for help three times every day, in the 
morning, the middle of the day, and in the evening. 

Some people asked the king of that country to make a 
rule that nobody should pray. The king did make this 
law, and the law said that if anybody prayed, he would 
be thrown into a den of lions. Daniel knew all about it. 
What should he do? Would it be right for him to give 
up praying to the heavenly Father who had taken care of 
him ever since he was a boy? Did God speak to him and 
tell him to go and pray? No. He knew in his heart it 
would not honor his God if he did not speak to him just 
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as always, and he could not bear the thought. Daniel 
could not live and not talk to his heavenly Friend. So he 
prayed that evening, just the same as usual, and the next 
morning too. Some people saw him kneeling down to pray 
and went to the king and told him. The king was very 
sorry, for he loved Daniel and did not want to do anything 
to hurt him. But he had made the law, and now it had 
to be kept. That evening Daniel was put into the den of 
lions. Now the king did not love God and did not pray to 
him, but he knew that Daniel did, and he said to Daniel ; 
" Your God, to whom you pray every day, and whom you 
serve, he will deliver you." The king went home, but 
could not sleep that night for thinking of Daniel in with 
the lions. And Daniel, what had happened to him? 
When he heard he was to be put in with the lions, he was 
not afraid, for though trouble had come, it had come while 
he was honoring God, and his heart was not troubled. He 
trusted in his God, and God kept Daniel safe all night, 
even in among the lions. He honored Daniel by sending 
his angel to shut the lions' mouths. Early in the morning 
the king came and called out : " Daniel, servant of the 
living God, is thy God whom thou servest continually able 
to deliver thee from the lions? " Daniel was safe and could 
answer : " My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the 
lions' mouths, and they have not hurt me." Then the 
king was very glad, and gave orders to have Daniel taken 
up out of the den. 

Daniel had obeyed and honored God, and the Lord 
honored Daniel in this wonderful way. He says, " Them 
that honor me, I will honor." 

The Truth Emphasized, — [Now, think through the story 
again with the children, helping them to see and realize 
how God blessed and honored Daniel all through the years, 
while Daniel was honoring God by his loving obedience. 
Daniel's safe-keeping in danger and deliverance from death 
were — in part at least — to honor him for his faithfulness 
to what he knew was right. 

Tell of the king's message about the God who had de- 
livered and honored Daniel so wonderfully, and show that 
Daniel's faithfulness in doing right helped others to know 
about his heavenly Father — another honor.] 



Lesson 43. 

OBEYING GOD. 

GenenUlsatton and Application. 

Golden Text—BhBseisD abe thbt that do hib commandments.-^ 

Rev. 22: 14. 

Passages for the Teadier^s Study , with Analysis. 

Deut* 4 : 6. Obedience your wisdom. 
Deut. 5 : 31, 33. Obey, that it may be well with thee. 
< Deut, 11 : 26-28. Results of the two courses. 

Psalms 78, 106. Pictures of the results of obedience and 
disobedience. 

Lam. 3:33. He doth not afflict willingly. 
John 2:5. Do whatever the Lord commands. 

The Lesson in Otitline* 

Link. — ^Daniel, Jonah, Abraham, were blessed in obey- 
ing God. So were the children of Israel. So are all peo- 
ple. So shall we be. 

Point of Contact. — The results of obedience in the home. 

Teaching Faint. — God's every word should be implicitly 
obeyed. 

Result Sought, — ^Perception of the wisdom of obeying, 
and the beauty and fitness of obedience. It is God's love 
that makes disobedience painful as truly as obedience 
blessed. The love of God constraineth us. Blessings of 
the heart-life are more to be desired than temporal benefits. 

Reference^ — ^Trumbull's "Duty-Knowing and Duty-Do- 
ing," chap. 1. 

Picture, — The Soul's Awakening. 

Hymn Suggested. — Second stanza of No. 13. 
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Bladdboafd Hintk 

After drawing houses and outlining Great Sea, draw 
river at left (Nile) and city beside it. T?ie promised land. 
Draw Jordan and Dead Sea (not trying to teach name) and 
make cities scattered over the land. Sinai in the fore- 
ground. Now by dotted line trace the Israelites' journey 
from the Egyptian city to Sinai, making encampment there. 
Then up to border of promised land, but after their dis- 
obedience, turning and wandering through wilderness. 
Finally show the crossing of the Jordan. The motion of 
the chalk here and there over the land must do almost all 
the rest, except that the Israelitish army may be represented 
before and after crossing into Canaan. 

Tlie Lcmm Taught* 

Approach to the Lesson. — Bessie's father and mother had 
a home in the country. They built the house and moved 
there when Bessie was a baby, so as to have a beautiful 
home for their little girl. Every room had big windows to 
let in the sunshine. There were trees and flowers growing 
in the yard where she could look at them. Her f atiier and 
mother had bought a great many beautiful things to put in 
every room for little Bessie to enjoy. There were chairs 
covered with soft plush in the parlor, a piano that made 
sweet music, beautiful pictures, a case with nice books in 
it, a table where dainty, wee cups stood, a mirror that came 
way down to the floor and had a shining gilt frame ; these 
and many other things. In the dining-room the table was 
spread with a snowy white cloth, and set with sparkling 
glass, and the prettiest china plates and cups tiiat had 
dainty vines and flowers painted on them. Every room 
was as pretty as they could make it, and all so that little 
Bessie's home should be beautiful, to make her happy and 
blessed. 

At first Bessie did not know how to use her spoon right, 
and the bread and milk would drop from it; so they had 
to put a tray before Bessie to cover the pretty table cloth; 
and because she struck the edge of the saucer with her 
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spoon and nicked it, she could not have the pretty china 
mamma and papa used, but strong coarse saucers. By and 
by Bessie learned to use her spoon the way mamma told 
her, and then how much pleased she was to have her own 
pretty saucer set right on the white table cloth. At first 
she tore her picture books ; but by and by she learned to 
turn the pages carefully as mamma told her, and then how 
much pleasure she had, for papa let her look at all the 
beautiful books in the parlor book-case. At first she 
pounded the keys of the piano and it had to be kept shut ; 
but by and by she learned to touch them softly, as mamma 
told her, and then how delighted she was, for she could 
play on it at any time. At first when she went out in the 
yard to play she would not stay inside the gate, as her 
mamma told her to do, and so she had to stay in the house 
a good deal ; but by and by she learned to stay just where 
mamma said. Then how happy she was, for she could 
have such nice times in the yard and in the garden. What 
a happy little girl Bessie was when she learned to do her 
parents' commandments! 

Children, can you tell of any one who was happy and 
blessed when he did what God told him to do, his com- 
mandments? [Eecall the obedience and blessings of Abra- 
ham and of Daniel, enumerating the latter quite fully so 
as to make a strong impression.] How happy they were 
who did God's commandments! [Speak again of Jonah's 
unhappiness in disobedience, with the thought that when 
he fulfilled the commandment he was blessed.] 

The Lesson Presented, — You remember how God blessed 
Abraham and called him his friena, because Abraham 
loved and obeyed the Lord. God wanted Abraham's son, 
and his son, and his children, and theirs, to be his friends 
the same way. After a while there were a great many of 
them — ^these people, the "Children of Israel," and they 
were in great trouble. They were far away from the home 
God gave Abraham. In that other country where they 
had gone they were slaves. They had to work very hard, 
and got no money for it, and were very badly treated. 
Then the Lord sent a messenger to tell them he would help 
them and take them safe back to the land he had promised 
to Abraham long ago, and there he would give them houses, 
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all boilt for them to live in, and fields of grain ready for 
them to reap. In that country they would find trees with 
fruit on them, and pretty brooks and rivers, and everything 
they could wish. All these good things and many other 
blessings God had prepared for them, and he told them he 
could give them these good things if they would trust and 
obey him. It seemed as if the cruel king who made them 
work so hard would never let the people go. But they did 
what God told them to, and God told the king he must let 
them go, and punished him for his disobedience, and at last 
the people all got safely away, and started for the promised 
land. They were so glad and happy they thought they 
would always love and obey the Lord. 

It was quite a journey to the new land, and on the way 
God let the people stay at one place quite a long while. 
There he told them just what to do, and taught them how 
to live, always, to please him and do right. Then the peo- 
ple all set out on the march again. Soon they came to the 
edge of the promised land. God told them to go in and 
take the land and he would help them. But they were 
afraid to go. They would not obey him. They said, " We 
will go back to the country where we were slaves I " So 
the Lord would not let them have the good land he had 
prepared for them then, and the people had to wander 
about from place to place in the wilderness, year after year, 
for forty years, till at last the people learned to go where 
God told them to go. Then he could let them go into the 
good land, and what a beautiful land it was ! 

To go into the land the people had to cross a swift, 
swollen river. There was no bridge, but God told them to 
go over and he would make a way for them. So they 
started to go ; they obeyed, and God made a dry, good path 
for them right through the river. How wonderful they 
thought that was. See how blessed they were when they 
did as the Lord bade them do. 

In the first battle God told the people not to keep any 
of the things they found for themselves. But they dis- 
obeyed, and in the next battle they were badly beaten. 
But as soon as they learned to do what God said, he could 
help them and let them conquer in all the other battles. 

[If there is time, add one or two pictures from the time 
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of the Judges (see Judges, chapters 2 and 3), and two or 
three from the time of the Kings; see Asa's reign. Ma- 
nasseh's and Josiah's.] 

The Truth JEmphasized, — You see how it was with the 
children of Israel. When they disobeyed God he would 
not let them go down the hill of disobedience easily. Oh, 
no ; he sent the troubles to make them think and come back 
into the way of obedience. And when they tried to please 
him, he could send them the blessings he wanted so much 
to give them. It is just so with every one : " Blessed are 
they that do his commandments." God has planned good 
things and prepared blessings for all his children ; but if 
they disobey, they make it impossible for God to give them 
the blessing. How ought they to obey the heavenly Father? 
How ought we? [Apply this thought in detail. Show the 
picture.] This girl looks happy — •* blessed." I think it 
is because she has learned something out of the book she 
holds in her hands. She has learned to keep God's rules, 
"to do his commandments." 



Lesson 44. 

THE BURNING BUSH. 

Beverenoe. 
Golden T«rt— In thb bush God spake unto him.— Mark 12: 26. 

PawifH for the Tcaciier^t StvOff with Aiialyiis. 

Ex. 3: 1. Where Moses was, and what domg. 

Yy. 2, 3. His interest in the strange sight. 

V. 4. God's call. 

v. 5. The summons to reverence. 

V. 6. The reason for it. Moses' compliance. 

Yv. 7-10. The commission of helpfulness. 

The LcHOfi in Oiffliiie* 

ZtnX;.— The thought of obedience. Moses obeyed as 
soon as God told him to do something. 

Faint of Contact. — The attraction of light. 

Teaching Point, — Moses drew near to God's presence 
with reverence. He felt how good and great and powerful 
God is, and his own dependence upon God's goodness. 

Reeulte Sought, — An increase in the spirit of reverence. 
The sense of its fitness. A help to the right spirit in 
prayer. A sense of the omnipresence of God. Impression : 
God's voice may come to our hearts at any time; therefore 
watch and listen. 

Picture. — Shepherd and Sheep. 

Hymn Suggested. — First stanza of No. 14. 

Blackboafd Hinti. 

Draw Sinaiy f oothill, and horizon with Moses' house, the 
tree and flock of sheep near by. Erase sheep and shepherd 
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and draw again at foot of Sinai. Then make the bush^ 
but do not try to represent it as burning. The children 
can better imagine that. Erase Moses and let him stand 
near the bush. 

The Lesson Taught* 

Much depends on the "atmosphere" with which this 
lesson on reverence is surrounded. The child will probably 
gain more from* the face, the manner, the heart of his 
teacher than from her direct instruction. That is to say, 
the root of reverence is a feding of the relation between 
one's self and the object of reverence, and such reverence 
of heart is of more importance just now than reverence of 
intellect. 

Approach to the Lesson, — (Addressing one of the older 
boys) What do you do, Arthur, when you meet a lady you 
know on the street? What do you do with your hat when 
you go into a house? Why do you do this? Yes, to be 
polite, to honor the friend you meet, to honor the home 
you enter. 

Do you know how the Japanese people honor their homes? 
D wight's father was a missionary in far-away Japan. One 
day he took his little boy with him to call at some Japanese 
homes. Dwight was surprised to see a row of shoes out- 
side the door. He did not know why they were there, but 
his father explained. " You think it is polite, Dwight, to 
take off your cap when you go into the house. It is polite 
for the Japanese to take off their shoes when they go into 
the house. This is what they do to honor the house they 
enter." 

In the land where Jesus lived they used to do something 
like this. They would leave their shoes at the church 
(synagogue) door to show that they honored the house of 
God. 

Once a man was on a journey. When night came, there 
was no home for him to go into, so he lay on the ground. 
While he slept he dreamed that he saw many angels com- 
ing down from heaven. He heard God speaking to him, 
and promising to bless him. When he awoke he said, 
" Surely God is in this place, and I knew it not " ; and 
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though it was just outdoors in the open field, he called the 
place the House of God, and he put up a little monument, 
so he should always remember and honor the place where 
God spoke to him. 

There was another man (Rev. 1:9; and chap. 20) to 
whom Jesus spoke one Sunday when he was walking out- 
doors, and showed a vision in the sky of a beautiful city, 
with walls and gates of beautiful light of every color. 

How beautiful the sky is sometimes at sunset, with piles 
of bright clouds in the west, looking like castles and walls. 
What makes the beautiful colors and light on the clouds? 
But could you see the sun when it was making the sky and 
clouds so beautiful? No; then we can see only the light 
it sends up into the sky. Do you like to watch a sunset? 
Did you ever leave your play and run to the window to 
watch the rose and gold colors light up the clouds? Do 
you know any one else who likes to see it too? Any one 
else? I think almost every one loves to look at the beauti- 
ful sunset. 

The Lesson Presented. — To-day I am going to tell you 
about the beautiful, bright light Moses saw shining in a 
strange place. 

Moses was a shepherd. When his two little boys were 
growing up he had to leave them at home with their mother, 
and go out every nloming to take care of the sheep. [Show 
picture.] Sometimes he must stay away many days, for 
he had to go a long way to find good pastures. One time, 
when Moses had been a shepherd a great many years, he 
led the flock away from home, on and on, from one green 
pasture to another, till he found some nice fields on the 
side of a high mountain. Moses was there looking all 
around to see if they had enough to eat, and whether they 
were safe. As he watched, he saw a bright light shining 
around a bush there on the mountain-side. It looked as 
though the bush were burning. Did you ever see a bit of 
wood bum? Does it keep burning right on? What hap- 
pens? And then there is only a pile of ashes left. Well, 
I suppose Moses expected to see the bush burned up, but 
when he looked again it was not burned up at all. He 
watched a long while and still the light was like fire in the 
bush, but the bush did not burn. He wondered more and 
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more what it could be, and why the bush was not burned. 
He said : " I will turn aside now^ and see this great sight, 
why the bush is not burnt. " 

As he walked toward the bush he heard a voice saying, 
"Moses, Moses." Then Moses knew it was God speaking 
to him, and though he could not see the Lord, he knew 
that the bright light was the shining of his glory. So he 
stood very still and answered, "Here am I." 

And the voice of God, speaking from the bush, said : " Put 
off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground." 

Moses knew this was a command to honor the place 
where God had showed himself, so he obeyed at once, and 
stood still to listen to what God had to say to him, hiding 
his face in his long cloak, for he felt he was standing very 
near the great God who had made the earth and the sky 
and the sun, and who was so good and kind and holy ; and 
Moses felt he was not good enough to gaze at the bright 
glory of the good God. [Dwell on this point, for it is the 
keynote of the lesson.] 

As Moses stood there before the burning bush, God spoke 
to him again [golden text]. He told him many wonderful 
things, and sent him to help his friends who were in 
trouble, promising to help him and bless the work he did. 
Moses listened to all the Lord said and did what he bade. 

The Truth Emphasized, — [Let the children retell the 
story before going home.] 

God was near Moses when he did not expect to hear his 
voice, but Moses was ready to listen and obey and worship 
as soon as he knew it was God who had spoken to him from 
the bush. 



Lesson 45. 

THE CLOUD ON THE TENT. 

Beverenoe for God^s Presence and Guidance. 

Oolden Text — ^Thb globt of thb Lord filled thb tabbbnacle. 

—Ex. 40: 34. 

Pusages for tfie Teaclier's Stady» with Analysis. 

EzoduSy chap. 25-27. Description of Tabernacle. 

Ex. 25: 10-16. Description of ark. 

Vv. 17-21. The mercy-seat. 

V. 22. God's presence and communion there. 

Ex. 40: 34, 35; Num. 9: 15, 16. The abiding glory. 

Num. 12 : 5. God speaking from the cloud. 

Num. 9: 17-23; Ex. 40: 38. God's people guided. 

The LcssoQ In Outline* 

Link. — ^The bright light in the bush showed to Moses 
God's presence there. The bright cloud on the tent showed 
his presence there. 

Paint of Contact. — Lights in the home windows. 

Teaching Faint. — Moses and the Israelites reverenced 
God's presence in the Tabernacle and followed his guid- 
ance. The Tabernacle was a place for meeting with God. 

Remits Sought. — The feeling that the place God has 
chosen to dwell in is holy. Strong impression of loving 
reverence connected with the mercy-seat. (Preparing for 
Lesson 50.) Perception — ^'In him is no darkness at all." 
Graving — ^'Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon us." 

Show model of the ark. 
12 
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Reference, — Elizabeth Harrison's "A Study of Child Na- 
ture," pp. 178-182. 

Picture, — Foundling Girls. 

Hy^mn Suggested, — Second stanza of No. 14. 

BladdxMUxi Hints* 

After drawing Sinai again, show the great encampment 
at its foot. Leave a space in centre of encampment, and 
here, when speaking of the Tabernacle, draw the rectangular 
tent. (The dimensions of curtain supports indicate a tent 
of this shape.) Over the Tabernacle tie cloudy column. 

The Lesson Tatsght* 

Approach to the Lesson. — Kate and Annie had been at 
Dora's house all the afternoon playing. When it was 
growing dark they put on their things and started home. 
It was a country road, and the houses were not very near 
together. The little girls walked on rather qui3tly, for 
they would have been glad to be safe at home. It was 
darker than they expected, but at last there was the clump 
of pine trees, and then the house, and "Oh, there's mam- 
ma!" cried Kate. "Why, where?'' asked little Annie. 
" I don't see mamma anywhere." " But don't you see that 
light in her room? There it goes by the window." " Yes, 
but I don't see mamma." "Yes, but she's there. She is 
carrying the light everywhere she goes. Now, I don't feel 
afraid any more ; do you, Annie? For I can see mamma is 
right there." And little Annie smiled and agreed it was 
all right, now they could see mamma's light. 

How much that light said to Katie and Annie ! Do you 
know any one to whom a bright light said something very 
wonderful? Where was that light? Did Moses under- 
stand at first what it was telling? When he found the light 
was showing hun that God was there, what did he do? 
[Review the previous lesson." 

The Lesson Presented. — After a long while Moses was 
there on the mountain again. [Draw.] He was not alone 
this time. All the fields were full of tents [draw], with 
men and women and children living in them — the Israelites, 
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his friends, to whom God had sent him, to lead them away 
out of their troubles and bring them to that place, the 
mountain where he had seen God's glory and where "in 
the bush . . . ." 

Moses' two sons were with him also (Ex. 18: 1-6). 
They had stayed with their mother in the home while 
Moses was far away helping his friends, but now they all 
came to the mountain to meet him. 

Very wonderful it must have seemed to see so many 
tents, thousands and thousands of them there at the foot 
of the great mountain. 

There was one tent different from all the rest. It stood 
in the middle and all the other tents stood around it. This 
tent had beautiful curtains, blue and purple and scarlet 
and white, hanging on boards all covered with shining 
gold. But there was something more wonderful about that 
tent than all these rich and beautiful things, for every 
night when the people looked from their tent doors toward 
that beautiful Tabernacle, they saw a pillar of bright, shin- 
ing light resting on it. AH night long it stood there, glow- 
ing like fire. And so it was every night. All the days 
it stayed there, looking like a bright, shining cloud. 
[Draw.] 

What was it? What made the bright light over that 
tent? Moses' sons must have wondered what it could be 
when they first saw it. Would you like to know the 
wonderful thing he had to tell them when they asked? He 
said something like this : 

" That pillar of fire and cloud is the shining glory of the 
great God who spoke to me in the bush. Whenever you 
see it, it tells you that the Lord is there. That beautiful 
Tabernacle is God's tent. All the people love it, because 
they see there the glory of the good God who brought them 
all safe away from their troubles." 

In the tent there was a room with walls and ceiling made 
of the most beautiful curtains, for in that room stood the 
ark [describe] , and upon it the mercy-seat [describe] . Be- 
tween the wings of ^ose golden cherubim shone the light 
of God's presence, so bright that the glory of the Lord 
filled the tent [teach golden text]. 

It was to this tent the Israelites went to pray, though 
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the people never went into that room where the bright 
gloij of the Lord was shining. Only the high priest might 
go in there, the good minister who tanght the people about 
the Lord, and showed them how to worship and obey him. 
The people might not go in to see the bright glory, even 
the high priest went in only onoe every year, but they felt 
as if the mercy-seat was God's throne, and he had promised 
to meet them in his hoose, so the people loved to go to his 
house to pray and to hear God's word. 

Many times when Moses went to the Tabernacle to pray, 
to talk with God, '^ the Lord came down in a pillar of clond 
and stood at the door of the tent," and spoke to Moses 
there. [Snrround all with an atmosphere of deep rever- 
ence.] 

The Truth Emphasized, — It was this bright shining cloud 
that told the people when to move on to another place. 
When the shining cloud moved from the Tabernacle the 
people knew God was telling them in that way to move on. 
So they would take down their tents, roll them up, pack 
up all their things and start, following whichever way the 
bright cloud led. When the shining cloud stopped, the 
people stopped, and put up their tents in that place to wait 
till the cloud would lead them on again. 

S Impress the thought that this guidance was reverenced 
. followed. Close by turning the thought again to the 
Tabernacle, filled with God's glory, and loved because it 
was his house.] 



Lesson 46. 

LOVING GOiyS HOUSE. 

Application of Uie Thought of Beverence. 
Golden Text. — ^Therb I will meet with THtB.— Ex. 25: 22. 

Passages for tiie Teacher's Study^ with Analysis* 

1 Sam. 22 : 5. David a refugee. 

Ps. 63: 1, 2. He longs for God's sanctuary. 

2 Sam. 8 : 10-12. David's gifts to God's houa.e. 
2 Sam. 7 : 18-29. He goes there in joy — 

Vv. 9-17. After receiving a message of blessing. 
2 Sam. 12 : 19, 20. He goes there for comfort. 
Ps. 73 : 3, 12-14, 16, 17, 28. There he seeks help in 
perplexity^ 

Ps. 122: 1. His joy in God's house. 

Neh. 6:2. Nehemiah's danger. 

Vv. 10, 11. He refuses to use God's house amiss. 

Heb. 10: 26. Go to God's house. 

Eccl 6:1. Go in reverence, to learn God's way. 

Ps. 65 : 1. Go with purpose to serve him. 

Ps. 29 : 2. Go to worship. 

Ps. 100 : 4. Go with thanksgiving. 

Ps. 96 : 1, 2. Go with gladness and singing. 

V. 3. Go because God is so great. 

Ps. 66 : 4. The satisfaction of going. 

Matt. 18 : 20. Christ will meet with us. 

Ps. 84. Love for God's abode. 

The Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — People loved God's tent. So, too, did David; 
and because God's presence was there, he loved and hon- 
ored the place. 
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Point of Contact. —Love and longing for home and par- 
ents. 

Teaching Point. — We should love and honor the house 
where God meets his children. 

Restdts Sought. — Strong impression of David's ardent 
love for God's house. Sense that though the world is God's 
house, and he is ever near us, his house is a place of special 
privilege — devoted to his worship — hence we should treat 
it accordingly. Kindling desire to share these blessings. 
God's house seen as a place of prayer. Presentiment: our 
love for the house of God can be shown by reverence, at- 
tendance, gifts, etc. 

Eeferences.—FToeheVs "Mother Play" (Blow); The 
Church, pp. 267-271. Elizabeth Harrison's "Two Chil- 
dren of the Foot-Hills," chap. 12, The Church Bells, 

Picture. — Salisbury Cathedral. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 15. 

Blackboard Htnts. 

After spacing over the upper left quarter of board, draw 
in remaining space the horizon of hills and woods. In the 
foreground the cluster of houses. God^s house. Rectangular 
tent in centre of group. David a refugee. Tell of his be- 
ing obliged to hide in woods and wilderness, and his long- 
ing for God's house. From hills at left, trace his path to 
the place of worship. Now draw David^s palace. Then 
show David with row of soldiers approaching the city and 
going to God's house with his gifts. Again David on 
palace steps and passing thence to God's house repeatedly, 
but not making the dotted line each time. Let motion of 
hand repeat it. In space reserved if possible it is desirable 
to make a sketch of the home church, if it can be drawn 
readily. Otherwise the simple sketch here given is sug- 
gested. 

The Lesson Taught* 

Approach to the Lesson. — Did you ever sleep away from 
home? 

A little girl's friend invited her to come and spend the 
afternoon and stay all night. Such a pleasant time they 
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had, playing together. But after supper, when the lamps 
were lighted and it was almost bedtime, the little visitor 
began to wish for her own home. She could think just 
how the family chairs would be drawn around the centre 
table. She could almost see her father as he sat reading, 
and her dear mother's face bending over the sewing. Home 
was only next door, but how homesick the little girl felt ; 
how she longed to be there, and when she thought of the 
good-night kiss a great ache came into her heart, for she 
loved her father's house so much she could not stay with 
her little friend even for that one night, but went back to 
her own dear home. Through all her life that little girl 
has remembered her distress in thinking she must be away 
from home that night, and the happiness of going back to 
that dear home and the dear parents. 

The Lesson Presented. — I suppose it was that way David 
felt about God's house; he loved so much the tent where 
the ark stood, with the bright glory of God's presence 
shining above it. 

One time, when David was a soldier, he had to go far 
away from his own home and from God's house. He was 
in danger from his enemies, and for a long while he had 
to wander around with other soldiers in the woods and hide 
in caves from his enemies. How homesick he was for 
God's house I He could pray to God anywhere, yet he 
longed to go to God's house again and pray and worship 
there; to see the Lord's house; to hear about his heavenly 
Father's glory and goodness; for he loved to be there. It 
seemed as if he could not bear it, he wanted to go so much. 

At last a time came when David could go home. What 
do you suppose he thought about when he was on the way? 
Where do you think he went as soon as he could? Do you 
think he went often to God's house? Yes, for he loved to 

go. 

When David had been to the wars he often had gold and 

silver and other rich treasures. What would he do with 
it? Keep all himself? No; he brought a great deal of 
it to God's house. 

One day David was very happy. God had sent a mes- 
senger to tell David about the blessings he had planned to 
give David and his children if they kept on loving and 
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obeying him. He went right to God's house to tell his 
heavenly Father how glad he was, to praise him and wor- 
ship. He took his gladness there, for he felt such love for 
God's house. 

One day David was very sad. His little child had died. 
Where could he find comfort? Ah, yes I He went to 
God's house and told all his trouble to God and prayed and 
worshipped. He took his sorrow to God's house and was 
comforted. I think his love for God's house grew stronger 
each time he went there and heard from the Bible the words 
of God's loving messages. 

One day David was discouraged. He was unhappy. 
He did not know what to do. He felt it was no use to 
try to be good. His heart was full of pain. What could 
he do? He went to God's house and listened to the Bible 
and the singing, and the pain aU went out of his heart. 
He felt God would help him and take care of him. How 
glad he was that he had God's house to go to. 

His friends sometimes came and said, " Let us go into 
the house of the Lord." That always made David glad. 
It was so pleasant to go there and to have his friends go too. 

I know about another man who would not go into God's 
house when he was asked to go. When I have told it, you 
shall say whether you think he loved it or not. Kehemiah 
was working hard to help his friends make the city where 
they lived strong and safe. Some men who did not live in 
that city did not like Nehemiah and wanted to do him harm, 
and did not wish his city to be built strong again. Nehe- 
miah was in danger all the time, lest these people should 
kill him. It was then that Shemaiah said to him: '^Come 
and let us go into the church and hide there all night. No 
one will find you there." But Nehemiah said: "No, the 
church is God's house. It is a place to pray and sing, to 
meet the Lord God and hear his word. I ought not to use 
it to hide in. I will not go in." Did he do right? Did 
he love God's house? Yes; he loved it so much that he 
would not go into it to do anything that it was not fitting 
to do in God's house. 

[Show or draw a picture of a church; if possible, the 
one where the children now are.] What is this? Have 
you watched the people going to church Sunday mornings? 
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How many there are who go in these doors. How pleasant 
their faces look. How quietly they go in and find their 
places. Who can tell me what they do in the church? 
[Free conversation about the church service, leading the 
children to recognize and tell that the book which is read 
in church is the Bible, God's book; that the singing is of 
hymns which speak to the heavenly Father or about him ; 
that in the prayers one is talking to God. ] Whose house 
is the church? Yes, God, our heavenly Father, is always 
near. He can always hear wherever we speak to him, but 
the church is his special house, and he says, " There I will 
meet with thee." 

The Truth Emphasized, — [Now talk to the children 
about their church-going, not telling them they ought to 
go and how, but attracting them to it. Following the sug- 
gested Scripture, speak of the church as a place to which 
God loves to have us come ; a place where he teaches us 
what to do ; where we can take our gladness, our troubles, 
etc. ; where we love to go most of all because God has 
promised to meet us there. Call out the children's spon- 
taneous expression of desire to go, and their sense of the 
conduct becoming God's house. Let this talk with the 
children impart the reverential spirit somewhat as does 
the poem from FroebePs " Mother Play " : 

Behold the window of clear glass, 
Through which the blessed light doth pass, 
And see the high-arched door below 
Through which into the church we go. 
But those who fain would enter there 
Must come with reverence and care, 
For all that deeply moves the heart. 
Within these sacred walls has part : 
Here all our high desires are stilled. 
Our deepest longings are fulfilled ; 
We hear of God, so good and true, 
And of the blessed Christ-child, too ; 
And those dim yearnings are made plain, 
Which oft with wonder fill your brain ; 
When you behold the heavens wide, 
Or in your parents* love confide. 
And you, my child, shall go one day. 
To hear the deep-toned organ play ; 
While of bells the joyful peal 
Poth unceasing joys reveal.] 



Lesson 47* 

ELIEZER'S PRAYEE(* 

Example : Beqnest tor Material BlBubag Granted. 

Golden T«r<.— While they abe tet speasino, i will heab.-^ 

Lsa. 65:24. 

Pasagei for ihe Teachers Study, witfi Analysis. 

Gen. 24: 10-14. The servant's prayer. 

Vv. 15-28. The instant answer. 

V. 58. The complete fulfilling of the request. 

lsa. 65: 24. The promise of heaven's attention. 

Ps. 139 : 2. The far-off thought foreknown. 

The Lesson In Ouffine* 

Link, — God's house is a place for prayer, but it is not 
the only place. Whenever need is felt, prayer may be of- 
fered. 

Point of Contact. — Did you ever ask mother for some- 
thing and find she had it all ready, because she knew you 
would need it? 

Teaching Point. — God heard and granted Eliezer' sprayer 
in love. Eliezer praised. 

Results Sought. — Impression that temporal benefits come 
from God, and the least details of life are of interest to 
him, are ordered by him. He knows every need and wish, 
and he welcomes the asker for his blessing. Our privilege 
to share benefits God has given us, and to confer them on 
others. Apply this to Thanksgiving-Day opportunities. 

Show. — Oriental pitcher. 

Picture. — Rebekah. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 16. 
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Blackboard Hints* 

Draw horizon, sea and river. Then Abraham's tent and 
trees near by. Next Haran in upper part of board. Indi- 
cate Eliezer's journey thither by dotted line, drawing cara- 
van, i.e.f camels, near journey's start. Erase, and at right 
of Haran draw well with figures near. 

Tiie Lesson Tatssfiit 

Approach to the Lesson. — Jamie had been out in the yard 
all the morning, raking the grass and making it all tidy 
for winter. How hungry he was! "Mother," he called, 
as he ran into the kitchen, " Mother, may I have a cookie? " 
" Yes, dear ; " and his mother pointed to the table, where 
a plate with the golden-brown cookies was standing with a 
glass of milk beside it. "Oh, thank you, mother; how 
good they are ! " said Jamie, beginning to eat a cookie 
right away. But when he had taken the first bite of the 
second, he stopped and said : " Why, mother, it isn't nearly 
dinner-time yet; why did you have these cookies out?" 
" Oh," said his mother, " I watched you working, and I 
knew you would be hungry ; so I got a lunch ready, and 
then when you asked, it was right there." "How good 
you are, mother," Jamie said, and I think his eyes said 
thank you again. 

I wonder if your mothers are getting nice things ready 
for a day that is coming this week? What day is it? 

In Sarah's house, last Thanksgiving time, it wad no use 
for the mother to plan about the Thanksgiving dinner. 
She had no money to buy a turkey. Oh, no ! nor even a 
piece of pork, nor a potato ; not even enough to buy a loaf 
of bread ; and the day before Thanksgiving they had to eat 
the last piece of bread in the house for supper. When 
Sarah and Herbert had gone to sleep, the mother knelt a 
long while beside their beds. Doing what? Yes ; she was 
telUng the heavenly Father all about her trouble. Thanks- 
giving morning came, and little Sarah spread the cloth for 
breakfast and put on the plates and cups. " What shall I 
get for breakfast?" she asked. "Mother has nothing to 
put on the table this morning, and no money to get any- 
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thing at the store.'' "What shall we do? " said Herbert, 
beginning to cry. "Let ns come and have oar morning 
prayer first," the mother answered. So she took the Bible 
and read, and they all knelt to pray, and the mother asked 
the Lord to send food for her little ones that cold day. 
When they rose, Herbert ran to the door, for they had 
heard someone come np the stairs and then go down again. 
Herbert stood, wondering, for there was a big box with his 
mother^ s name on it. "O mother! here is our breakfast," 
he cried; "come and look! " And as they took out pack- 
ages of flonr and rice and tea, and other good things, the 
mother said : " While we were yet speaking, the Lord heard. 
He pnt it into some one's heart to send us all these good 
things." And they thanked him right there, kneeling 
round the box. 

Whe Lesson Presented. — Would you like to hear a Bible 
story about some one who prayed to the Lord, and how he 
was answered? 

Eliezer was a very faithful servant. You know some- 
thing about his master. It was he who " departed (from 
his own country) as the Lord had spoken unto him." 
(Name.) Eliezer took care of his master's things so well 
that Abraham could trust him. One day Abraham asked 
him to go on a very important errand. Abraham had one 
son, Isaac, and Isaac's mother had died. Abraham wished 
there was some one to make a pleasant home for Isaac. He 
told Eliezer to go on a long, long journey, back to the 
country from which Abraham had departed long ago, and 
find some one to come and make a home for Isaac. So 
Eliezer went. 

When he reached the city to which he was sent, he 
stopped outside the walls and made his camels kneel down 
near a well of water. It was early in the evening, just the 
time when women would come out from the city to draw 
water. Eliezer then prayed to the Lord, and I will read 
you just what he said, from God's Word. [Gen. 24: 12- 
14.] Do you think God heard that prayer? Of course he 
did. He said once to his people, "While they are yet 
speaking, I will hear." [Have the. children repeat.] 
Sometimes he sees that it is not best to give just what we 
ask for, but he always hears. Now let us see how he au- 
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sweied Eliezer. The Bible says: ''And it came to pass 
before he had done speaking, tiiat, behold, Bebekah came 
out, with her pitcher upon her shoulder." Eliezer ran to 
meet her, and asked for a drink. She was glad to give 
him what he asked, and said : " I will draw water for thy 
camels also until they have done drinking." Then Eliezer 
knew that she was the one whom the Lord wished to have 
make a home for Isaac, and he bowed down his head and 
thanked the Lord for blessing him and leading him to the 
right place. 

1%6 Truth Emphasized. — [Children instinctively seize 
an individual instance as the earnest of a generalization. 
Do not leave the impression that God promises to give 
whatever is asked, unconditionally, on the spot, for some 
of the children may not be with us again. Teach rather 
that God hears prayer when it is offered, and does whA is 
best, in loving wisdom, sometimes giving the very thing 
asked. 

Before closing, drop the thought that many people may 
be in want this happy week, and some of them will be pray- 
ing God to send food ; also that God sends answers to such 
prayers by the hands of his children. It would be strange 
if none of the children were moved to try to be a messenger 
to answer the prayer of some needy one.] 



Lesson 48. 

DAVHyS PRAYER FOR HIS CHILD. 

Example : Bequest for Material Blessinfr Denied. 
Golden Text. — ^Hbab xt prater.— Psalm 4: 1. 

Pasages for tbe Teac&cr^s Sdsdyt with Analyiis* 

2 Sam. 12: 15. The baby's sickness. 

V. 16. David's earnest prayer for its recovery. 

V. 17. The depth of his grief and solicitude. 

v. 18. The length of the illness and its termination. 

V. 19. David leams of the child's death. 

V. 20. He accepts Grod's answer, worships him and re- 
sumes life's duties. 

Vv. 21, 22. He explains his conduct, and his faith that 
Ood's appointment is best, 

V. 23. And finds hope in the future. 

Ps. 62 : 8. He finds God ever a refuge. 

Job 1 : 21, last half. God is good both in giving and 
in taking. 

The Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — David felt a great need. He took it to God. 
Though his desire was not granted, he was comforted. 

Point of Contact, — When you were sick and begged 
mother not to give you the bitter medicine, what did she 
answer you? What did she do? Was it because she did 
not love you? 

Teaching Points, — God heard and denied David's prayer 
in love. He invites the telling of our desires and requests 
to him, and responds as is best. 

ResvUs Sought. — Impression of an example of prayer for 
temporal blessing denied ; yet praise offered. Sense that 
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God knows best, and always answers prayer in loving wis- 
dom. "No," is an answer. God desires us to tell him all 
that is in our thoughts and all our feelings and wishes. 

Reference. — Trumbull's "Hints on Child Training," pp. 
133, 134. 

Picture, — ^Madonna and Child. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 17. 

Blackboafd Hints* 

Draw horizon and row of houses, street, and lastly palace 
and trees. The sick hahy in left of palace, and close by 
those caring for the child. David and servants at right. 
David worships and seeks comfort. Erase David and repre- 
sent his passing along the street to God's house, the latter 
not represented but beyond the board at the left. Let 
David retrace his way to the palace, and place him again 
among his servants. 

The Lesson Taught* 

Approach to the Lesson. — Did you ever get a splinter in 
your hand? Did it hurt you? When mother saw it, did 
she let it stay there to hurt you and make your hand grow 
sore? What did she do? Did that pain you? Did you 
say, "Oh, don't I that hurts!" Did mother answer ybu? 
WhaA, did she say? Did she let the splinter stay in your 
hand because it hurt you to take it out? No ; she loved 
you so well she could not do what you asked; she could 
not stop hurting you, for she knew it was best to have the 
splinter all out, tiiough it did pain you. 

Grace had been playing outdoors, and the wind blew a 
hard, sharp bit of cinder into her eye. It hurt so the tears 
came into her eye, but they did not wash out the cinder ; 
and when she rubbed it, that only made it hurt worse, so 
she ran to her mamma, " Oh, mamma, my eye ! " The 
mother took little Grace on her knee, and with the comer 
of a soft handkerchief tried to get the cinder out, but that 
hurt so badly the poor little girl cried hard : " Oh, mamma, 
don't! don't! Don't do that any more! I can't keep my 
eye open any more, it hurts so ! " and she slid down from 
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her mother's lap. '^ Mamma knows it hurts^ darlingi and 
she is very sorry, but unless I can get the cinder out it 
may make the eye so sick and sore my little girl may lose 
her eye and not be able to see with it any more, so I am 
sure you will try to be as still and quiet as you can while 
mother tries again till she gets it out." Grace «ame and 
sat on her mother's knee again, and though she could not 
help the tears coming into her eyes and running down her 
cheeks, she did not cry nor scream nor struggle, even 
though it hurt so much when the handkerchief rubbed over 
her eye again and again, for Grace understood now, though 
it was hard to bear, and though she had asked mother not 
to, it was because mother knew best, and because she loved 
her, that mother did it. 

TJie Lesson Presented. — To-day I want to tell you about 
David asking the heavenly Father to take away a trouble 
that had come to him, and how the Lord heard and an- 
swered his prayer. 

Last week we talked about some one who asked the Lord 
for something. Who was it? Did he wait to go to church 
to pray? No ; he told his wish to God, just when he 
wanted help. What did he ask? How did God answer 
him? When? (Review golden text.) 

God always hears when his children tell him what their 
thoughts and feelings and wishes are. 

David felt a great longing, and he went to God with it, 
to ask him for what he wanted. 

A little baby had come to David's home, a little baby 
whom David loved very dearly. [Show picture and talk 
of the love of the mother for her baby.] David loved his 
baby as this mother loves hers. But it was sick, very sick. 
David was afraid it would not get well. Each day the 
little one grew worse, and it seemed as if David's heart 
would break. What could he do? He knew God had 
told people to come to him in trouble, so he took his trouble 
to God and told him all that was in his heart ; his sorrow, 
his love for the baby, his great wish that the little one 
might get well. His spirit was so full of trouble and 
anxiety that he did not want to eat, and though his friends 
went to him and said, "You must come and take some 
food," he would not, but spent the day fasting. At night 
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he would not go to his bed and sleep, but lay on the floor 
weeping and praying the Lord to let the dear little baby 
get well, for he said, " Who can tell whether God may be 
gracious to me, that the child may live?'^ So David prayed 
to God, and the Lord heard his prayer. You see how 
much David loved his baby. 

Now I will tell you about the answer. You know the 
dear heavenly Father loved David very much, and he knew 
just what was best for the baby and for David, and he 
loved the little baby too, even more than David did. David 
knew this, and it helped him. Now the heavenly Father 
loved David so well he would do only what was best and 
kindest, and when the baby had been sick seven long days 
God called his little life away from its pain and sickness 
to himself. 

David's servants were afraid to tell him about it, for 
they said : " While the child was still alive we tried to make 
him take some food, and now if he knows the child is dead, 
he will be more full of sorrow than ever. He will not eat 
anything for days, and he will be sick." When David saw 
them whispering, he knew the dear baby must have died, 
so he asked them, " Is the child dead?" And they said, 
"He is dead." David was full of grief when he heard 
that ; but though he was so sad, David knew that the Lord 
had answered his prayer the best way — even though he 
had said No to it. 

Then David took off the mourning dress he had been 
wearing, and after washing and dressing himself carefully, 
he went into the house of the Lord and worshipped. Then 
he went back to his own house and told the servants to 
bring him something to eat. Every one was surprised to 
see David go right on with all the things that he had been 
doing before the baby was taken sick, but the reason was 
that David knew the baby was safe with his heavenly 
Father, and that it must be best for him not to live any 
longer on this earth ; and then something else that David 
knew comforted him very much : it was this. David knew 
that the little one could not come back to earth, but he 
knew that he himself would go to God's home some day 
and be with his child always in that happy place. 

The Truth Emphasized. — David told the Lord all his 
13 
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grief and sorrow and all his desires for his little child. 
He prayed unto God, and the Lord heard him and com- 
forted him. 

Many, many times in David's life he was in trouble. 
He always told his heavenly Father all about it. He knew 
the Lord would hear his prayer, and whether the Lord gave 
David what he asked or not, David always found it was a 
help and comfort to tell the Lord just how he felt and what 
he wanted. 

[Close by applying this thought to the children's lives. 
Nothing that interests or touches them is too little to tell 
the Lord about.] He loves to have the children tell him 
their feelings and their wishes. He will surely answer, 
giving them what is really best, for he loves so tenderly 
and knows so surely, he cannot make a mistake. 



Lesson 49. 

SOLOMONS PRAYEEL 

Example : Request tar Spiritual Blessing Gnuited. 
Oolden Text—llY Qod shall supply all toub need.— Phil. 4: 19. 

Passages for tbe Teacfief^s Study, with Analyrfs. 

1 Kings 2: 12. Solomon's position. 
1 Ghron. 29 : 1. His youth. 
1 Kings 3 : 3. Solomon loved the Lord, 
V. 4. And served him. 
V. 5. God's graxjious offer. 
V. 6. Solomon remembers past favors. 
V. 7. He is humble, 
V. 8. And feels his need. 
V. 9. He asks for what God — 
James 1:5. Is waiting to give. 
Prov. 8. The worth of wisdom. 
1 Kings 3 : 10. Solomon's petition is pleasing to God. 
Vv. 11, 12. It is fuUy granted. 
Yv. 13, 14. Unasked favors are added. 
1 Kings 3 : 15. Solomon offers praise. 
1 Kings 3: 28; 4: 29-34; 10:1-9. The fulfilment of the 
answer to his prayer. 

The Lesson in Outiine* 

Link. — Solomon asked God for the thing he wanted. 

Point of Contact. — Choose ! If I offered a baby a silver 
dollar and a five dollar gold piece to choose between, he 
would take the bigger coin. Would you? You know their 
worth better. Solomon chose what was of most worth. 

Teaching Point. — God heard and granted Solomon's 
prayer for spiritual favor. He is always ready to grant 
spiritual blessing. 
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ResuUs Sought. — Impression of God's delight in granting 
his blessing in spiritual need^ and in the giving of much 
more than is asked ; that favor received should lead to ser- 
vice. Sense of the need of God's wisdom. Consciousness 
of some conditions of acceptable prayer : love of God^ and 
of what he loves^ gratitude, desire to serve, unselfishness, 
humility. 

Picture. — Jerusalem. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 18. 

Blackboafd Hints. 

The scenery of this lesson is the same as for the last. 
In palace draw the throne. Solomon a tall stroke standing 
close beside it, his servants (one-half the number in sketch) 
about him. Solomon^ s need. On steps and in street show 
the group of people coming to the king for instruction and 
judgment. Solomon often went to God's house. Erase 
Solomon and people. Trace dotted line up the street and 
back as in last lesson. It was after Solomon went to wor- 
ship God that the Lord said to him, '^Ask what I shall 
give thee.'' I%e fulfilled petition. Solomon beside throne 
again as if about to mount, and more groups of people on 
steps and in street. Caravan of camels approaching bring- 
ing the Sheban Queen to hear Solomon's wisdom. Unasked 
blessings. Riches : Fill in steps, seat and back of throne 
with yellow chalk if at hand; white (plus imagination) 
could be used. Honor : double number of servants. 

The LessoQ TaaigfiU 

Approach to the Lesson. — [Open the lesson by letting the 
children sketch again the facts of the last lesson, re-enforc- 
ing the truth that God hears and answers the prayer he 
may not grant, and that his answer is the best and most 
loving response possible.] Would David have chosen the 
answer the Lord gave him? No, for he did not know what 
was best ; but he was sure that God did know that. After- 
ward God gave David another baby boy, who lived and grew 
up and was king himself one day. To-day's story is about 
him. 
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First, I want to know, did you ever have two things 
offered you at once, for you to take one? It was not always 
easy to choose. Perhaps it was hard to tell which would 
give you the more pleasure, and that made it hard to choose. 

If I were to show baby a bright new penny and a dime 
that wasn't very new or bright, which do you think baby 
would take? Yes ; I am very sure he would choose that 
way. But which would you choose? Ah, yes, for you 
know what baby does not know : you know which is worth 
more, which will keep on giving you pleasure longer. 

I heard two little girls talking one day about what they 
would choose if they could have just one wish. At last 
they said : We choose to be very rich ; then we could make 
everything nice for mother and father. We could have 
all the beautiful things we want, and we could give away 
a great deal of money and make a great many people happy. 
Just then their older brother came in and they asked him 
what he would choose. "Well,'' he said, "if I could have 
just one wish, I would choose to be very wise ; to know 
now all the things I want to learn, but will have to study 
a great many years to find out." I wonder which chose 
more wisely, lie girls or their brother? I know about a 
man who chose more wisely than either, because he asked 
that he might know always just the right thing to do and 
say, just the way that God would like him to act and speak. 
Shadl I tell you about it? 

jTAe Lesson Presented, — Once Solomon was told he might 
choose just what he wanted among all the things in the 
world to wish for, so many, many things. I think you or 
I would have found it hard to tell what we would take. 

It was when Solomon was still very young, just after he 
was made king of the country over which David, his father, 
had been king so long. Here is a picture of the city where 
David and Solomon lived and where Solomon was made 
king. Solomon sat on the throne ; he had a fine house and 
a great many servants to do just what he said. But there 
was a great deal of hard work for Solomon, too. He must 
tell all the people who came to him what they should do 
when they got into trouble, and that was hard. He was 
sure God knew just what the right way was, and how Solo- 
mon wished that he knew too, for he loved tbe l^prd and 
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tried to do the things that would please him, and he often 
went to God's house to pray and worship and learn God's 
way from the Bible. 

One nighty after Solomon had been praying and worship- 
ing, God spoke to him and said, "Ask what I shall give 
thee." How many thoughts must have gone through Solo- 
mon's mind; there were so many things he would like to 
have, and God had told him to ask just what he wanted. 
He might ask to live a very long while, or to have great 
riches for himself, — silver and gold and beautiful clothes 
and fine houses, and more servants to wait on him and do 
his work ; or he might ask to have his enemies taken away 
so they would not trouble him any more. How many 
things he had to choose from I But he did not ask for any 
of these. He knew something that was worth more than 
silver or gold or any of those things, and he asked for that. 

First he thanked God for having blessed and helped his 
father David, making him a great king, and then he said : 
" And now, Lord, thou hast made thy servant king instead 
of David my father : and I am but a little child and know 
not how to go out or come in." He spoke to the Lord of 
the work that the king had to do for the people, and asked 
for an understanding heart that he might be able to lead 
his people in the right way. God knew Solomon's greatest 
need and was ready and waiting to supply it. [Teach the 
golden text here. Tell of the Lord's pleasure in Solomon's 
request and delight in granting it. Take this opportunity 
for impressing the fact of his eagerness to bestow spiritusd 
blessings. God's abounding goodness in adding so many 
marked blessings should be noted.] 

The Truth Emphasized, — [The fulfilment of the chosen 
blessing and bestowal of other favors may close the teach- 
ing of the hour. Lay special emphasis on the spiritual 
blessings, which weie the greatest and best.] 



Lesson 50. 

PRAYER. 

Generalization and Application. 
€Mdm T«i^.— My God will heab me.— Mieah 7: 7. 

Paaagtt for tbe Teacber's Study» with Analyris. 

Ps. 65 : 2. All should pray. 

Ezek. 36 : 37. God desires it. 

Phil. 4 : 6. Fitting subjects for prayer : everything. 

1 Thess. 6 : 17. Fitting time of prayer : always. 

1 Tim. 2 : 8. Place for prayer : everywhere. 

Conditions for acceptable prayer : 

Ps. 66 : 18. The heart open and frank. 

Heb. 11 : 6. Faith in God. 

John 16 : 23, 24. Asking in Jesus' name. 

1 John 6 : 14. Asking according to God's will. 

Bom. 8 : 26. The Spirit will help us ask aright. 

What God is waiting to do : 

Luke 11 : 13. Give the Holy Spirit. 

1 Thess. 4 : 3. Make the life right. 
Phil. 4 : 19. Supply all real need. 
Matt. 6 : 33. Supply all things. 

2 Cor. 9 : 8. Supply all grace. 
Jude 24. Keep from faU^g. 

The Lcsioa InOotUiic* 

Link, — If all these friends of God needed to pray, so 
do we. God expects it. We need it. Prayer will be 
answered. It may be in kind, it may be in equivalent. 
Wait for it. 

Faint of Contact. — Talking with parents. Do you go to 
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them only to ask for things? So, too, the Lord desires as 
to come to him with eyerything. 

Teaching Point. — God hears and answers prayer. He 
invites us to pray at all times, therefore '^ pray withoat 
ceasing." 

Results Sought. — A sense of the precioosness of this 
priyUege ; that the mercy-seat is '^ a place than all beside 
more sweet ; '' that the Lord is waiting to be gracious ; that 
we may have great assurance in asking what he has promised ; 
that our petitions in other directions should be humbly sub- 
missiye; that God's will is the best possible thing. 

Reference, — Matthew Henry's "Daily Communion with 
God." 

Picture. — The Angelus. 

Hymn Suggested. — Nos. 16, 17, and 18. 

Bhcfcboatd Hints. 

Heserve the illustration for the application of the lesson. 
Then draw house in outline. If in the city a flat roof, 
three strokes. For a class of country children, one like 
the sketch. In either case show two rooms as in sketch, 
with the furniture represented. All this simply to make 
more real to the children the thought that when they rise 
they can thank the Lord for safe-keeping through the 
night, at table for their food, and all through the day they 
may take their thoughts and wishes to him as they do to 
their loving earthly parents, besides coming to hun for the 
morning and evening prayer. Besides the trees, etc. , of the 
sketch, add as much more as may fit the children's sur- 
roundings, e.g.y a school-house, a playground where they 
need to pray for patience and kindliness, or if in a closely 
built part of the city, simply a street with other houses 
upon it. 

The LesBoa Taught* 

Approach to the Lesson. — When you are sitting at the 
breakfast table, if you are hungry for another piece of bread 
and butter, whom do you ask for it? And when you come 
in from your play thirsty, but cannot reach the water, what 
do you do? And all daj^ long, when you want things, to 
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whom do you run to ask that you may have them? Is it 
only when you want mother to give you something that 
you speak to her? When do you talk with her, then? Do 
you tell her what you saw when you went out to walk? 
Do you tell her about your plays, about the things the other 
children say to you? When you are hurt, whom do you 
run to find, and when you feel tired or discouraged or in 
pain, do you tell her all about it? What a comfort it is to 
climb on mother's or father's knee and tell all the troubles, 
all the pleasures, and all the thoughts that come to you ! 
And fa&er hears you, and mother hears you. She is glad 
to have you tell her all these things. How sad mother 
would feel if you never talked to her except when you 
wanted her to give you something, and how lonely you 
would be if you did not have the comfort of going to her 
with everything. 

The Lesson Presented. — Do you know about some one 
who went to the heavenly Father and told him all about it, 
when he wanted something very much? Any one else? 
Any one else? [Let the children tell what it was that 
Solomon asked, David, and Eliezer. Eemind them that it 
was not only about these things they talked with the Lord 
in prayer.] They told their thoughts and feelings and 
wishes to God at all times. Do you remember any one else 
who loved to talk with God like a friend? [If the children 
do not remember Abraham's fellowship with God, Daniel's 
prayers, and Moses talking with the Lord, remind them of 
these.] All these good men^friends of God — felt how 
much they needed to pray, and had a great wish to talk with 
God, and the Lord loved to have them open their hearts to 
him and tell him their wishes and thoughts about every- 
thing, and he heard them. 

[Now turn to the various times when these friends of 
God sought the comfort and help of communion with him ; 
times of sorrow and of joy, of work and of rest, of trouble 
and of peace ; at evening, morning, and noon, as well as at 
the stated times of worship and in God's house.] When- 
ever they realized a want, or felt the need of fellowship 
with God, they told their wishes to God in prayer, and he 
heard their prayers. 

[Direct the attention next to the various answers accorded 
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the prayers of God's children.] "What did Eliezer ask for? 
What did he receive, and when? [Golden text of Lesson 
47.] David? Solomon? What did God give them, and 
those who came to him in prayer? Sometimes the very 
things they asked for, sometimes just the opposite, but 
always what was best ; he always supplied their true need, 
and always gave them comfort from talking with him. 
When they asked for more love or goodness in their hearts 
to help them live right, the Lord was always waiting and 
glad to give these ; he had promised so, and what God had 
promised they could be very sure he would give. About 
all the other things they were glad to know God would 
hear them, and because he was so good and because he 
loved them so well, he would do just what was best. 

Do you think the Lord loves to have any one else come 
to him in prayer ? Whom does he wish to have come? 
Does he wish to have us come, you and me? Yes ; and 
what may we tell him, and what may we ask him for? 
Ah, yes ; he loves to have you and me do just that. He 
careth for us ; so we can surely say, " My God will hear 
me.'' He cares about every little thing in our lives, and 
he wants us to tell him about it. 

The Truth Mfnphasized. — [Make the application clear, 
strong, and particular, attracting the little ones to the 
matchless privileges of the mercy-seat to which we have 
access so freely through Christ.] 



Lesson 51. 

CHRISTMAS: THE WISE MEN^ GIFTS. 

Example: OfferlngB Brought to God. 
GMden Text, — ^They fbesented unto him gifts.— Matt. 2: 11. 

Paisagcs for t&e Teacher^s Shidyt whfi Analysis. 

Mai. 3 : 1. All people who loved God had been praying 
for Jesus' coining. 

Matt. 2:1. The first Christmas. 

Vv. 1, 2. The visitors from afar. 

Vv. 4-10. The finding of Christ. 

Y. 11. The wise men worship him^ and present the gifts 
prepared. 

The Lesioa in Outline* 

Link. — The wise men had doubtless prayed for Jesns' 
coining. When they knew of it, they came with thanks, 
worship, and gifts. 

Point of Contact. — ^A journey. 

Teaching Point, — The wise men came far and journeyed 
long to bring their gifts and worship to Jesus. They gave 
their best, and freely. 

BeguUs Sought. — Sense of our duty and privilege to 
'^ honor the Lord with our substance:" that Christmas is 
a time to give as well as to receive, a time to give to God 
as well as to man; that gifts to his needy ones are gifts to 
Jesus. 

Reference. — Elizabeth Harrison's "Two Children of the 
Foothills," chap. 13, Christmas Time. 

Picture. — The Magi on the Way to Bethlehem. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 19. 
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Bkdkboaid HSnts. 

Draw horizon, river, and little town (Bethlehem). TTie 
seeking Wise Men. Caravan at right with dotted journey 
and guiding star. Erase star and caravan and place the 
former over Bethlehem, keeping up in sky space. Draw 
the figures in one of the houses when telling of the offering. 



The Lesson TattghL 

In nearly every class there are some children who have 
made Christmas journeys. If there is a class without such 
members, the story of a chUd who made such a trip may 
furnish the point of contact. 

Approa/ih to the Lesson, — What day will come this week? 
Does Christmas bring you a great deal of pleasure? What 
else does it bring you? [Free conversation.] Now I want 
to know if that is all? Do you just take the presents given 
you by father and mother and aU who love you? [Develop 
the thought of the privilege of making gifts ourselves to 
those we love.l 

Have you all been at home always for Christmas day? 
Do you ever go to spend that day at grandma's or elsewhere? 
Henry, I wish you would tell us about the journey you took 
last Christmas. Where did you go? To see whom? Have 
any of you besides Henry gone on a journey? Did you go 
to see some one? Had you wanted to go a long while? 
How long did your journey take, Henry? How did you go? 
Have any of you made a journey any other way? How? 

The Lesson Presented. — Would you like to hear about a 
journey that took, oh, so very much longer than any you 
have told me about, a journey made by some wise men long 
ago? Shall I tell you whom they went to see, and all 
about it? 

They had been praying for something many years, these 
wise men whom our story is about, something many other 
friends of God had been praying for too. They hsid been 
praying God to send them a Saviour. At last the heavenly 
Fatiier told the wise men their prayer was granted, for 
Jesus was bom in a far-away town. He had come to be 
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their Saviour and king. What gladness filled their spirits 
when they knew the Saviour had come ! How could they 
show how glad and thankful they were? " We will take 
him some gifts, our very best,'' they said. So they pre- 
pared treasures of gold and sweet-smelling stuff, very rich 
and precious. Then they started on their journey. 

God sent a bright star to be his messenger in showing 
those wise men the way on their long, long journey. At 
last they reached the country where Jesus was, and asked 
where the baby king could be. How glad they were to see 
the star again in that country, and it guided them to the 
very house where the young child was. They came into 
the house and " saw the young child with Mary his mother, 
and fell down and worshiped him : and when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts." 

[Make prominent their gifts of worship and thanksgiving, 
as well as of the rich treasures they had brought. Make 
the whole incident glow with the joy of answered prayer, 
of hope fulfilled, of spontaneous offering in response to 
God's great gift.] 

The Truth Emphasized. — Do you know why we have the 
glad Christmas day every year, with all its loving gifts? 
It is because of the great gift God made to us all on the 
first Christmas day — that day when Jesus came to live 
here among men, to be our Saviour and king. What did 
the wise men do when they knew what a wonderful gift 
God had sent them? Yes ; they gave their very best gifts 
to God. And now, when you go home, I want you to 
think what gifts we can make to our dear Saviour this glad 
Christmas time. You may think about it all the week, and 
next Sunday tell me what you have thought. I will tell 
you something we can bring, something the wise men 
brought too. 

What shall little children bring, 

On Christmas day, on Christmas day, 
What shall little children bring 

On Christmas day in the moniing? 
This shall little children bring, 

On Christmas day, on Christmas day, 
Love and joy to Christ their King, 

On Christmas day in the morning. 



Lesson 52. 

REVIEW: OUR GIFTS TO GOD* 

Spiritual Offerings. Smnmary and Application. 
OMen r«p<.— Give unto the Lord.— Ps. 96: 7. 

Passages for tiie TeacEer^s Studyt wHh Analysis* 

1 Sam. 15 : 22. Give obedience. 

Ps. 96 : 7-9. Give reverence and worship. 

Isa. 56 : 6. Give prayer. 

Tfie Lesson in Outline* 

Link. — Ask what the wise men gave to God. "What was 
Abraham's gift, etc. Like Abraham, Moses, Daniel, etc., 
we can and should give our obedience, reverence, worship, 
and prayer. 

Point of Contact, — Gifts to parents at Christmas time. 

Teaching Point. — The love of God constraineth us to 
make our best gifts to him. 

Results Sought. — Clearer sense of the duties and privileges 
touched upon, and stronger desire to fulfil them because 
of a deeper love of the Lord gained through fuller ac- 
quaintance. 

Picture. — The Omnipresence of Christ. 

Hymn Suggested. — No. 20. 

Bfacttoard Hints* 

Before the lesson, divide the board into twelve equal 
spaces, and number inconspicuously for your own conveni- 
ence. Sketch in the salient points for each lesson as the 
review progresses. 

Or, simply draw an open book; slightly slanting line. 
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but nearly upright, some ten inches long. A parallel line 
at each side, about seven inches distant and slightly longer 
in both directions. Connect the ends of these lines with 
the ends of line first drawn. 

Tbe Lesson Taught* 

In talking about the gifts they can give to God, draw 
out the children's thoughts and plans, turning them into 
practicable service whenever possible ; e.^., if a child should 
say he would like to give his geranium blossom to the Lord 
for a Christmas offering, tell him of some poor, sick, or 
lonely person to whom it may be taken. So, too, with toys. 
The primary teacher needs a fund of resources in the line 
of hospitals, orphanages, and needy ones to meet the chil- 
dren's rising desire to give, to help, to sacrifice for Jesus' 
sake. It means labor, but to allow the feeling of sym- 
pathy or the desire for helpfulness to expend itself in senti- 
ment without action means irreparable loss and blight. 

Approach to the Lesson. — Have you had a happy Christ- 
mas week, children? Did Christmas day bring you many 
pleasures? Will you tell me about some of them? [ Con- 
versation, inviting the mention of their parents' pleasure 
in gifts prepared for them, as well as those received. The 
faces will show how sweet the joy of giving has been.] 
How happy it made you when you saw mother and father 
take the little gifts you had prepared! Dear mother and 
father ! They have given you so much, it was very nice 
to give something to them. 

I knew a little girl once who had very happy times on 
Christmas. She liked to remember them. When she 
learned to write she had a little book, a diary she called it, 
and in that book she wrote the things she wanted to re- 
member about every day. She used to write several pages 
about Christmas day. In the back part of her diary were 
two blank pages. On one of these she wrote down all the 
presents she received from mother, father, and all. It 
made a long list. On the other page she wrote the pres- 
ents she gave away. How badly she would have felt if 
she could have written nothing on that page. 

This week you were going to think what gifts we could 
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bring to God this Christmas season. Let as talk about it 
now. [Free conversation.] 

I have a story for you about some gifts little Helen gave 
to her mother. Helen was a very small girl when her 
father died, and after that there were no more pennies that 
came into her little hand, except those she took to the 
store to buy bread, for her mother must use them all to 
buy coal and food and clothes. When the first snow came, 
Helen began to think of the Christmas tree they had last 
year, and the nice things on it, especially the candy bag 
stockings she made herself and stuffed with sweets bought 
by the pennies she had saved, though papa had given them 
to her to spend as she pleased. She remembered the pretty 
cards too, which she had chosen and laid on the branches, 
with papa's and mamma's names written on the back. 
What a happy Christmas that was ! How pleased father 
and mother had been. When she thought of the smile on 
their faces, and the happy look in their eyes, she wished 
she could do something to see her mother's face look that 
way again this Christmas. What could she do? She had 
not a cent to buy a card, nor to get lace to make a candy 
bag, or candy to fill it. 

One evening, a few weeks before Christmas, when Helen 
came for the good-night kiss, her mother saw great tears 
under her eyelids. **What troubles my little girl to- 
night? " she asked. " mamma," said Helen, " I want 
to give you something for Christmas, and I can't make you 
happy the way I did last year, for I can't give you any- 
thing." Helen felt her mother's arms very close around 
her, and when the tears were wiped away her mother said : 
" My little Helen made me some very nice gifts last year. 
I was very happy when you gave them to me, but you can 
make mother some gifts this Christmas that will please me 
a great deal more." Helen looked at her, wondering. 
" Do you think, dear, because you have no money you can- 
not get anything to give me? " "Yes, mamma." "Shall 
I tell you some gifts mother would like better than any- 
thing you could buy or make? " "Oh, yes, mamma." 

" Well, dear, you know every day I ask you to do many 
little things to help me, going on errands, picking up my 
pins aud thread, putting away aU your playtMngs; and 
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when you go out to play I tell you when to come in. Now 
if you remember and come right in when it is time, and if 
you do all the things mother tells you to, you will be get- 
ting your beautiful gifts of obedience ready for my Chnst- 
mas present. 

" Shall I tell you another? If you remember to speak 
very politely to mother, to be careful of all her things, to 
do her wishes with a smiling face, that will be making 
ready a lovely gift of respect and reverence. 

" Then if you teU me about all the things you see out- 
doors — you know mother cannot go out often, — if you talk 
over your thoughts with me instead of keeping them to 
yourseK, if you tell me your puzzles and let me help you 
with them, you will be preparing another beautiful gift for 
me — your gift of companionship and fellowship." 

Christmas morning came, and there was no tree full of 
presents, but Helen's mother looked very happy when she 
said: "My little girl has given me the best Christmas gifts 
she ever brought me. All these weeks she has been giving 
me her obedience, her respect, and her companionship and 
fellowship. " And Helen knew by the light in her mother's 
eyes that she really had given her mother better gifts than 
at the last Christmas time. And I think what made Helen 
happiest was that she could make these gifts not only at 
Christmas time, but every day in the year. 

Last Sunday we talked about the wonderful Christmas 
gift God gave. What was that gift? Has God made us 
any other gifts? HLet the children mention rapidly as 
many as possible. Then hold up a Bible.] Here is the 
Bible God has given us, a book that tells us about many of 
the gifts he has made us. It is the Bible that tells us 
about his greatest gift, his Christmas gift. Tell me what 
that was once more. Can you tell about any gifts that 
were brought to Jesus? What were they? 

Now let us see if we can think of any other gifts that 
were made to the Lord by any of his friends with whom 
we have been getting acquainted these last weeks, gifts that 
were even more pleasing to God than the gold and frankin- 
cense and myrrh the wise men brought. 

[If the children seize the thought, let them enumerate as 
many of these gifts as they can, otherwise help them by 
14 
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questions. Then take up the quarter's lessons^ touching 
upon the salient points only, and setting them in this new 
light.] Who was it that '^ departed as the Lord had 
spoken unto him " ? [Talk about it very briefly.] So what 
was Abraham's gift to God? Did Jonah make that gift 
too? What did he do? Was he happy in it? [Golden 

text.] And at last ? [And so on. In the lessons on 

reverence, do not require the children to use that term. 
Loving, honoring, respecting God's presence and the place 
where he manifests himself will cover the idea.] 

The Truth Emphasized. — [When the gifts of obedience, 
reverence, worship, and prayer have been clearly seen, draw 
out the new thoughts which may have come to the children 
of what our gifts may be. Now apply the truths just de- 
veloped : we too should give unto the Lord obedience, rev- 
erence, prayer, worship. Teach the golden text.] 

How small a book it would take to write down our gifts 
to God I But the Lord is pleased when we bring him such 
gifts, and he loves to remember them always. In the Bible 
he tells us that he has a book of remembrance. 

Soon we are to begin a new year in our lives, a happy 
new year we hope it will be for us all. Since every day of 
the year Jesus still is here, we may sdways be as glad as 
on Christmas day and we may always bring him these gifts 
daily. 



/// . 



HYMNS SUGGESTED. 



These Hymns abe Used bt Pebmission of the Publishers. 



Noi. PRAISE HIM. 



^^^^^^^ ^=^^^^ 



^^-i{i=^^^^^^^^ 



Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children, 

He is love, He is love : 
Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children, 

He is love. He is love. 

Thank Him, thank Him, all ye little children, 

He is love, He is love : 
Thank Him, thank Him, all ye little children, 

He is love, He is love. 

Love Him, love Him, all ye little children, 

He is love. He is love : 
Love Him, love Him, all ye little children, 

He is love. He is love. 

Crown Him, crown Him, all ye little children, 

He is love. He is love : 
Crown Him, crown Him, all ye little children, 

He is love, He is love. 



No. 2. 



There ^s a land that is fairer than day. 
And by faith we can see it afar, 

For the Father waits over the way 
To prepare us a dwelling-place there. 

In the sweet bye and bye 

We shall meet on that beautiful shore. 
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No. 3. 



THE SWEET STORY. 



Mrs. Jemima Lukx. 
Expressively^ tut with animation. 



Phttjf a. Gi^roBD. 




1. I think, when I read that sweet sto - iy of old, When 

2. I wish that His hands had been placed on my head. That His 

8. Yet still to His footrstool in pray'r I may go. And 




f 



F=^=3 



T=X 



^(^=X 




j^L -f- ^ 




"^?>.i^ 



X 



^^^ 



i*=i|: 



Je - BUS was here a - mong men,.. How fie called lit - tie chil-dren as 
arm had been thrown around me.. . And that I might have seen His kind 
ask for a share of His love;.. And if I thus ear-nest -ly 




lambs to His fold, I should like to have been with them then, 
look when He said, ** Let the lit - tie ones come un - to Me." 
seek Him be - low, I shall see Him and hear Him a - bove. 




But thou-sands and thon-sands who wan - der and fall Nev-er 

I 



i-f ^ ^ I 




heard of that Heav-en - ly Home; I wish they could know there is 



■1.^-F-fl 





J J J JIJJII 



room for them all. And that Je - sns has bid them to 




Crc: 






come. 



i 
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No. 4. LIKE OBEDIENT LAMBS. 

J. L. B. J. W. C. Pool. 




1. Like o • be - dient lambs, who follow Wbere their liihepherd leads each day, 

2. With Qod^s goodness all a-round ns. We no want can ev - er see ; 

3. Gkyodness, mer-cy, hon - or, bless-ings, God will give, if we are true : 




1 — I — I — r 



We will fol - low God, our Lead-er, Glad - ly His com-mands o 



I 



jst 



His com-mands o - bey. 
When we walk in dark-est shad-ow, Close l>e-side us He will be. 
And a home with Him for-ev - er When our journey here is through. 




No. 6. Father, we thank Thee for the night, 

And for the pleasant morning light, 
For rest and food and loving care. 
And all that makes the day so fair. 

Help us to do the things we should. 

To be to others kind and good ; 
In all we do in work or play 

To grow more loving every day. 

From "Tonic Sol-Fa Music Course," Oliver Ditson Company. 
Music may be found in "Songs and Games for Little Ones." 



No. 6. 



Kind hearts are the gardens. 
Kind thoughts are the roots, 
Kind words are the blossoms, 
Kind deeds are the fruits. 



From "Song Echoes from Child Land," Oliver Ditson Company. 
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No 7. PRAYER 

JoBBPHiNB L. Baldwin. Cabbib Van Benbchoten. 

Andante. (To be sung 90fUy with kecuh bowed.) 



MKi^—-¥^ ^ 




Dear Je - sas, we be -fore Thee bow In sor- row for oar 



#>^ 











^ 



^ 



E: 



W^ 



^ 



;^ 




sin,— We have so often griev'd Thee,Lord, Who died our souls to win. For- 




m 



^ 



i 



r 



■^p- 



zz: 



i^ 




give the wrong that we have done, What-ev-er it may be. 



And 



^^^^^ 




W 



^ 



P 



1 



P 



/:\ 




/ts 



l i vr-^^^fc 



s 




give us strength to grow each day A lit - tie more like Thee. A -men. 







13^ 

^«ed by PermUHon. 
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■dr- 
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No. 8. SHINY BROWN SEED. 

Shiny brown seed, tiny brown seed, 

Into the ground you must go, 
Out of the Tight ; you need not feax 

Mother Earth ^s waiting below. 
If we would have lovely flowers and fruit 

Surely the seed we must sow ; 
Then the sweet life hid in the seed 

Into rich beauty will grow. 

Wee baby plant hiding within 

Waiting so patiently there, 
Soon you will burst jacket of brown, 

Soon you will seek the free air. 
Come little plant creeping out of your shell 

Reach from the darkness below, 
Sti'etch your small hands up to the light 

Sunshine will help you to grow. 

In every child as in the seed 

God^s life is hidden away, 
We who would grow useful and sweet 

All of God^s laws must obey. 
In his fair garden He watches with care 

Each little plant He will know. 
Looking for flowers, looking for fruit, 

Helping the children to grow. 

By Margaret Coote Brown, published in leaflet by Morning Star 
Publishing Company, Boston, Mass. 

No. 9. OUR FATHER'S CARE. 

How strong and sweet my Father's care 
That 'round about me like the air 
Is with me always, everywhere, 
He cares for me. 

The thought great wonder with it brings, 
My cares are all such little things. 
But to the thought my glad heart clings. 
He cares for me. 

Oh keep me ever in Thy love 
Dear Father, watching from above 
And as through life my steps shall move. 
Oh care for me. 

<< Little Sacred Songs for Little Children," John Church Co. 
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No. 10. Each little flower that opens, 

Each little bird that sings, 
God made their glowing colors 

He made their tiny wings ; 
The purple-headed mountain, 

The river running by, 
The sunset and the morning red 

That brighten up the sky. 

Rrfrain — Tes, all things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
And all things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all. 

The cold winds in the winter, 

The pleasant summer sun. 
The ripe fruits in the garden, 

He made them every one. 
The tall trees in the forest. 

The meadows where we play. 
The rushes by the riverside 

We gather every day. 

Rffrain^He gave us eyes to see them, 
^d lips that we might tell 
The goodness of the Father, 
Who doeth all things well. 



No. 11. SUNBEAM SONG. 

Darkness, darkness, flee away. 
This is what the sunbeams say, 
When they come at dawn of day, 
Bringing light and gladness. 

Chonui — I would be a merry sunbeam shining. 
Shining all the day ; 
Clouds and darkness I would scatter 
With my brightest ray. 

I would like the sunbeam say. 
Darkness, darkness, flee away. 
Into some sad hearts to-day. 
Send a ray of gladness. 

Little deeds of love lUl do, 
Words lUl speak so kind and true. 
Thus lUl be the whole day through. 
Like a sunbeam shining. 

Song Leaflet, Blackmer Music Company, Chicago. 
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No. 12. Little lambs so white and fair 

Are the shepherd ^s constant care ; 
Now he leads their tender feet 
Into pastures green and sweet. 

Now they listen and obey, 
Following where he leads the way ; 

Heavenly Father, may we be 
Thus obedient to Thee ! 

From '< Songs and Games for Little Ones," Oliver Ditson Com- 
pany. 



No. 13. Saviour, teach me day by day, 

Love's sweet lesson to obey ; 
Sweeter lesson cannot be, 
Loving Him who first loved me. 

With a child's glad heart of love, 
At Thy bidding may I move ; 
Prompt to serve and follow Thee, 
Loving Him who first loved me. 

(May be sung to the tune Lonsdale.) 



No. 14. O dear and holy place 

Where God, the Lord, is found ; 
His words are kind and full of grace, 
Bright glory shines around. 

O holy, happy place, 

Where people worship God ; 
They may not see His loving face, 

But they can hear His Word. 

(Tune Boylston.) (M. J. C. H.) 



No. 15. Come I Come ! people come 1 

This the bell's message to me, to you, 
Come 1 Come I All may come I 
Fathers and mothers and children too. 

Come 1 Come ! People come I 
See the church doors are now open wide, 
Come ! Come I All may come I 
Plenty of room for you all inside. 

"Song Stories for the Sunday School," page 15. Clayton F. 
Summy Company, Chicago. 
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The Lord Is alwajs near 

He bida His children pray ; 
While they are speaking He will hear 

And bless them every day. 

(Tune Stale Street.) (M. J. C. : 



Our Father's love is Bare, 
And very wise His care ; 

He gives us what He knows is t 
And hears our every prayer. 
(Tune StAte Street.) 



Jesus delights t« bless, 

And when His children plead 
For help and strength to do His will, 

Be gives them all they need. 

(Tune Stale Street) (M. J. C. I 



Every night, every night. 
Stars that shine and twinkle bright 
Tell of that great star that glowed. 
Guiding wise men on their road, 
Leading to the Christ aright, 
Christmas night. Christmas night 



Cbristmae night. Christmas night, 
Wise men brought tbeir gifts go bright, 
So may we our hearts of love 
Bring as gifts to Christ above, 
Joy and praise and pray'r are right 

Every day, every night. 

(E. D. P.) 

(To be sung to same tune as No. 10.) 



Around the throne of God in heaven 

Ten thousand children stand ; 
Children whose sins are all forgiven, 

A holy, happy band — 
Singing glory, glory, 

Glory be to God on high. 

Annk Shephebd. 



BLACKBOARD SKETCHES. 




